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XLIX “O dé dios, éezeid7) raphy 6 ypovos 
év @ Tas apxas émixupoby éSer, cvveAOdvras eis TO 
medtov, ovdevds oUTE peTLOVTOS THY UmaTElav OUTE 
dopevny dropevovtos AaBeiv, adtos amodetkvuaw 
bmdtous ex Ta&v etAnddtwr Hon THY apynv TavTHV 
Sjpm te Kexyapispevovs dvdpas Kal dptoro- 
kpatia, Ildorouov Kopiviov Kai Ladpiov Kao- 
ator, ig ob LaBivor _KaramoAcunbevres Tis 
Hyepovias améoryoar, emt TAs eBdopnKoaThs Kal 
devrépas * oAvpmidoos, iy evixa otadwv Tiot- 
Kparns Kporwuarns, dpxovros "AOnrvnor Ato- 
yrirov. obrot mapaAaBovres THY dipxny KaAav- 
Saus LerreuBptass QGrrov 7 Tots mporépots €Oos 
Hv, amply 7) TOV dw Tt Siampagacbar Bovdjy 
avykaddoavres mept THs Kabddov THY SynuoTiKay 


1 re added by Reiske. 
2 Sevrépas Lapus, Sylburg: éBdduns O. 


1 For chaps. 49-69, 3 cf. Livy ii. 32, 5-7. 
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BOOK VI 


XLIX. When ! the time came for them to assemble 
in the field? to elect their magistrates, and no one 
either sought the consulship or would consent to 
accept it if offered, the people themselves chose two 
consuls from among those who had already held this 
magistracy and who were acceptable to both the 
people and the aristocracy, namely Postumus 
Cominius and Spurius Cassius, Cassius being the one 
through whose efforts the Sabines had been con- 
quered and had resigned their claims to the leadership. 
This was in the seventy-second Olympiad,’ the year 
in which Tisicrates of Croton won the short-distance 
foot-race, Diognetus being then archon at Athens. 
Upon assuming office on the calends of September, 
earlier than had been customary with the former 
consuls, they convened the senate before attending 
to any other business and asked for an expression of 


2 The Campus Martius. 
$491 3.c. For Dionysius’ chronology see Vol. I., pp. 
xxix. ff. 
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DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS 


Aéyew Hélovy avrwa didvoray éxet, mpa@Tov 
anopyvacbat rapakadobyres avdpa nAtKias ev TH 
KpatioTn rToTe évTa Kal cuvécer SoKobvTa TaY 
GAAwy dradépew, pddvora, 8 én TH mpoapécer 
Tov mrodurevpidroov errauvovpevov, ort Tis _Héons 
ragews qv, ove ay avéddecav THY apioTo- 
Kparixkav avfwv otre 7 Sym daa Bovdnfein 
mparrew énutpérwv, °Ayptaray Mevyviov: ds 
ent ras Staddayas tiv Bovdjy mapexdAe Tdde€ 
A€éyoo: 

3 t Ei pev dmacw, & Bovdy, rots mapodot rhv 
adriy yrounv ovveBawev éxew, Kal pydets 
epee tais mpos Tov Onjov diaMayats eprodaav 
éoeobat, &p ols dé 2 Siadvodpeba mos avrovs, 
etre Sucatous ovaw etre uy, OUa@s iy 2 radra mpou- 
KELTO povov oKomely, be" oA yeov dy dpi edHdwoa 

4 Adywv a ppova. émel be kal aire TOOTS Tives 
olovrat Bovd‘js ere Seiv, 7dTepov piv dysewov core 
oupBivat mpos rods adeotnKdTas 7) ToAepetv, ovy 
pyodpau pddior elvail poe 8° dhiyns SnArAdoews 6 Tt 
Xp?) Mparrew Tapaweoat, aA’ avayKn dua mAELovey 
ddd£at Adywv rods mpos Tas diadAayas adAoTpiws 3 
éxovras tudy, ore Tavavria ovpeiPovow ot ye 
dedizrecPat péddovres® buds 7a Pavddrata Tov 
xarerdv Kat padias éxovra tas emavopfidaes 
éppwootvras Tay peyioTwy TE Kal aviaTwr 
Kak@v® dmepioxéntws éxovot. Kal Tobro memov- 


rs de added by Pflugk. 

2 duds qv BC: opoce te AD, cuws Jacoby, cpodoyjpacv 
Biicheler. The readings of the MSS. are corrupt, and the 
sentence seems complete without these words. 

3 Kiessling: dAdws O. 
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BOOK VI. 49, 2-4 


its opinion concerning the return of the plebeians. 
The first senator they called upon to declare his 
views was a man, then in the maturity of his age, 
who was looked upon as a person of superior wisdom 
and was particularly commended for his political 
principles, since he pursued a middle course, being 
inclined neither to increase the arrogance of the 
aristocratic party nor to permit the people to have 
their own way in everything—namely Agrippa 
Menenius. It was he who now urged the senate to 
an accommodation, speaking as follows: 

“If all who are present, senators, chanced to be of 
the same opinion, and no one were going to oppose 
the accommodation with the people, but only the 
terms of it, be these just or unjust, on which we are 
to be reconciled with them were before you for 
consideration, I could have expressed my thoughts 
to you in few words. But since some consider that 
even this very point should be a matter for further 
consultation, whether it is better for us to come to 
an agreement with the seceders or go to war with 
them, I do not think it easy for me in a brief ex- 
position of my views to advise you what ought to be 
done. On the contrary, a speech of some length is 
necessary, in order to show those among you who 
are opposed to the accommodation that they 
contradict themselves if, while intending to frighten 
you by playing on your fear of those difficulties that 
are the most trivial and easily corrected, they at 
the same time neglect to consider the evils that 
are greatest and incurable. And they have fallen 


4 of ye Reiske: 7 xai O, Jacoby, xai Kiessling. 
5 Sylburg: peddovras O. 
8 xaxay Reiske: ixavds O, Jacoby, irazds xai Kiessling. 


DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS 


Bact map’ ovdey erepov 7 TO Aoyrop@ pa) 
5 Kpivewv 70 OUEpEpoY, GANG Ovpd Kai pavig. TOS 
yap av obrou A€yowro mpoopacbat Tt TH Savoia 
T&Y xpycipwr 7 Suvaray, oirwes dmroapBdvover 
THAuKatTny mOAW Kal ToooUrwy Tpaypdrov Kuptay 
on emipBovev Te Kal Aumnpav Tois meEptoiKots 
yeyvopevyy 7 bixa Tob Snporixod SurjceoBar 
katéxew Te Kal odbew Ta €Ovn padiws, 7H é (erEpov 
endgecba Sjpwov avrt Tob TovnpoTepov Kpetrrove., 
os avrots mpoTroheunaet Te THs dpyijs Kal Kare, 
moNAgy jouxtay cupmoauredcerat, mapexwy Kal & 
<tpnvn kal év moépous * éavrov HeTpLov ; ovdev yap 
av ‘ETEpov éyouev etrreiv @ morevovres afusoovew 
bpas p17) Séxeobau TAS Suadrayds. 
ee Or éxdrepov dons €or peorov edBeias, 
e atdradv buds aE uray’ dv éywye TeV epywv 
oxomelv, evdvunbévras ort Svactacvacdvrey T™pos 
bpds T&v Tameworepwv did Tods ore TodtiKas 
otre petpiws tats drux tats xpncapevovs, Kal 
dravaywpnodvrey ° bev ex THs mohews, aAXo Se 
pander d buds Sewov er epyalopevwy pare Siavoov- 
even, aan’ as dtaMaynoovrar xuwspis aioxdvns 
oKomouvTwy, dyarnras SeEduevor TO ouppav did 
TAs TuxTS monAoi T&v ovK eb Siavooupeveny mpos 
bpds dverrépwvrat tats yudpas, Kat Tobrov 
olovras aodtar Tapetvar Tov ebxraiov Kaupov ev @ 
2 xaradvcovow budv Thy cpx ny. Aixavoi pev ye 
Kat Ovoroboxor, LaBivoi re Kat 7d “Epvixwv 


* 16 Hertlein: ware O, Jacoby. 
z &v moA€pots O: xara Troleiave Grasberger, Jacoby. 
5 dnavaxwpynodvrev Bb: zapaxwpycavtwy ABa. 


BOOK VI. 49, 4-50, 2 


into this predicament for no other reason than 
that in judging what is expedient they do not use 
reason but rather passion and frenzy. For how can 
these men be said to foresee in their minds any 
course that is profitable or possible, when they 
imagine that a state so powerful and mistress of so 
extensive a dominion, a state that is already becoming 
an object of hatred, and a cause of offence to her 
neighbours, will easily be able either without the 
plebeians to hold and preserve the subject nations 
or else to bring some other people into the common- 
wealth, a better people in place of one most knavish, 
who will fight to preserve their supremacy for them 
and will live with them under the same government 
in profound quiet, behaving themselves with self- 
restraint in both peace and war? For there is no 
other possibility they could name that would justify 
their asking you not to accept the accommodation. 

L. “ How utterly silly either of those two expe- 
dients is, I would have you consider from the facts 
themselves, bearing in mind that since the humbler 
citizens grew disaffected toward you because of 
those who treated their misfortunes as neither 
fellow-citizens nor men of self-restraint should, and 
withdrew, indeed, from the city, yet neither are 
doing to you, nor have any thought of doing, any 
other mischief, but are considering only by what 
means they may be reconciled to you without dis- 
honour, many of those who are not well disposed 
toward you, joyfully seizing upon this incident 
presented to them by Fortune, have become elated 
in their minds and look upon this as the long- 
desired opportunity for breaking up your empire. 
Thus, the Aequians and Volscians, the Sabines and 
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DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS 


€Ovos, aap 7@ pndeva xpovov éfaiperov memr0u7}- 
aba rob 1 apos nuds moAguov, Kal Tots évayxos 
Kaxots duvcavacyeTobvres Anorevovow : npav TOUS 
aypovs. Kapzavias 6é xai Tuppynvias doa évdova- 
oTas miv duaxeiweva® SuareAel Ta pev ex Tod 
pavepod ddiorarat, 7a 8’ adavas 7opoon 
Soxet TE OUOE TO Aarive ouyyeves ért BeBaiws 4 
Tt Siapevew pidvov els mati > édOov, add Kat 
Tourov m0Av feepos StayyéAAerar vooeiv epwrt 
kpatoupevov qs amavres yAixovrau peraBohs- 
ot be Tews ETLOTPATOTESEVOVYTES érépous viv avrot 
Terynpers evdov® Kabyuea, yqv te domopov 
adeidtes Kal avrdas Stapralopevas 6 opavres Aciav 
Te ameAavvopevny Kal Jepdrovras avtopoAotvras 
Kal ovK éxovres 6 Tt xpnodpeba Tots Kaxois. Kal 
TavTa mdaxovres ert SiaMayjceobar mpos peas 
eAmiLopev * 76 Snuotikdy, Kal ® éd’ mpiv uardpxov 
eldoTes évl kaTadvcacbat Pndiopare sid ordaow ; 
LI. “ Ovrw be KaKdds eXOvTey Hyiv Trev on- 
alpiwy ovde Ta évros Teixous Sewd HTTOV éore 
poBepd. ote yap ws mrohopKnodpevor Tapeckevd- 
opeba ek moos TO. UL PaXLKa, ovre mAnOE 
avrot drroxpésvrés éopev ws mpos Tooatra, moAe- 
piiwy vn, 708 8 dAlyou Kal otk d&vopdyou 
wAnpa@paros 76 wAeiov éort Snporiker, OAres Kal 
TreAdTaL Kal xeipwvakres, oD Tavu BeBatot TeTapay- 


1 rob added by Reiske. 

* Anorevovo Sintenis : Sypevovorv O, Spot Reiske. 
Hut Scaxefueva Kiessling: judy dpelueva 0. 

* Sintenis : BeBaov O, Jacob: 

5 nian O: mary Sintenis, Jacoby. 

évdov O: yevdpevor Kiessling, pévovres Jacoby. 
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BOOK VI. 50, 2-51, 1 


Hernicans, who in any case have missed no oppor- 
tunity to make war against us, being now exasper- 
ated also at their late defeats, are plundering our 
fields. As to the parts of Campania and Tyrrhenia 
which have continued to be doubtful in their allegiance 
to us, some of them are openly revolting and others 
are secretly preparing to do the same. Not even 
the kindred race of Latins, as it seems, longer 
remains steadfastly loyal to us, though it entered 
into relations of confidence with us, but a large part 
even of this people is reported to be disaffected, 
succumbing to the passion for change which all men 
erave. And we who used to besiege the cities of 
others now ourselves sit at home, pent within our 
walls, having left our lands unsown and seeing our 
farm-houses plundered, our cattle driven off as booty, 
and our slaves deserting, without knowing how to 
deal with these misfortunes. And while we suffer 
all this, do we still hope that the plebeians will 
become reconciled with us, even though we know 
that it is in our own power to put an end to the 
sedition by a single decree? 

LI. “ While our affairs in the open country are in 
this unhappy state, the situation within the walls is 
no less terrible. For we have neither provided 
ourselves with allies well in advance, as if we expected 
to be besieged, nor are we, unaided, sufficiently 
numerous to resist so many hostile nations; and even 
of this small and inadequate army the greater part 
consists of plebeians—labourers, clients, and artisans 
—not altogether trustworthy guardians for a tottering 





? Reiske: eAnilovres O. 
5 «at deleted by Sintenis, Jacoby. 
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DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS 


pévns dpuorokparias pohaxes. ai Te viv avto- 
pone ouvexets abray a pos Tous ageornKdras 
yevdpevan 70 ovpmrav UmomTov elvat mapecKeud- 
Kaow. wUmép anavra b€ Tatra 7 TOY emiTndeiwy 
ovyKopuo? Kpatoupérvys vd T&yv moAepiwy THs 
fond 3 - he cal be 2») is i] 
yiis advvatos otdca doBel re 1 7by,? emeday Te ev 
cza) dap yevospeba, ere paNov poPjaer, xwpis 
Se Tovrea 6 pndéva xpovov nuds evorabeiy tats 
Stavotars édv moAep0s. dmavra 6° 8 drrepBa drew 
Ta Sewa* ydvaa THY drooTaT@y Kal Tmavdia vyma 
Kab yypaol yovets, ev éeobfow éXeewais Kal 
oxnpact mrevOtpous restboe eee 2 Kara my 
dyopav Kat Tos orevurrods KAaiovres, ixerevov- 
Tes, amrTopevor Oeftds éxdorov Kal yovdTwr, 
dtroAodupoprevot Ty KaTéxovoay abrovs Kal é7t 
Gov Kabé€ovcav Epnyuiav dew Kat dvuTropovn- 
Tos orpis. ovdels yooy cor ovrws aos TOV Tpomov 
és ovK dvarpémerau rThy ypuxynv opay Taira cal 
maaxEL TL mpos Tas avO posreoy TUxas. dor’ et 
péAroiev amictws® mpds ro SynporiKoy éyeu, 
dmadraxrtéov juiv Kal raira Ta cwpaTa eKTrOduy, 
Ta pev ws axypnora eis moAvopKiay éeodueva, TA 8 
ws ov Stapevodvta BeBaiws ida. damedavvopevww 
S¢7 Kal rovtrwr tis 7» puddfovca riv moAw ere 
iy) vt) 

AehOjoerar Sivapes; 7) tive moredoavres émKou- 
pia a dewa ToAunoopev Urropievewv ;  pevroe 
olkela Hyeav Kkarapuy) Kal povn BeBavos eAris, 7 
Tov marpuctov dxpn, Bpaxeta coTw, omrep opare, 
Kat ovK d&toyv émt ratrn peéya ppovelv. Ti ovv 

1 goBet re ABD: doBetra: Ba. 

2 45n Kiessling: 757 Aysov O, Jacoby. 

3 >’ added by Portus. 
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BOOK VI. 51, 1-3 


aristocracy. Moreover, the continual desertion of 
these now to the seceders has rendered all the rest 
liable to suspicion. But more than all these things, 
the impossibility of bringing in provisions while the 
country is in the power of the enemy already terrifies 
us, and when we are once in actual want, will terrify 
us still more; and, apart from this, the war allows 
us not a moment’s peace of mind. Yet surpassing 
all these calamities are the wretched wives, the infant 
children, and aged parents of the seceders wandering 
to and fro in the Forum and through every street, in 
pitiful garb and postures of mourning, weeping, 
supplicating, clinging to the hands and knees of 
everyone and bewailing the forlorn condition that 
afflicts them now and will afflict them even more— 
a dreadful and intolerable sight! No one, surely, is 
of so cruel a nature as not to have his heart touched 
at seeing these things, or to feel some sympathy for 
the misfortunes of his fellow-creatures. So that, if 
we are not going to trust the good faith of the 
plebeians, we shall have to get rid of these persons 
also, since some of them will be of no use while we 
are under siege and the others cannot be relied on to 
remain friendly. But when these too are driven away, 
what forces will be left to defend the city? And 
depending upon what assistance shall we dare to 
encounter these perils? Yet as for our natural refuge 
and our only trustworthy hope, the patrician youth, 
they are few, as you see, and it behooves us not to 
let our spirits rise because of them. Why, then, do 





4 Seva O: Seda (or Se¢Aara) Naber. 
5 repupepopevar O: rrepipOecpopevor Cobet, Jacoby. 
® dalorws O: doetorws Reiske, Jacoby. 
7 82 C: 3) AB. 
II 


DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS 


ot TOV TOAcHOV drropevewv elonyoupevor Anpodat Kat 
pevaxilovow | pas, aan’ obdxt pavep@s Trapavoo- 
ow dvaupesri Kal diya movov mapadiddovat Tots 
exIpots 4dn THv oA ; 

LIT. “AAV tows eywye retidwpar raira 
ré \ 4 \ PS) A > ~ Py fe lod fa 3° 
éywv Kal Ta py Oewa abi Sedvévar- TH TOdEt 
3 A oe A nf a is 
ovdev ETEpov oy mov KiwouveveTar 7) peTaBorr, 
mpayua ov yaderdv, Kata toAAjy Te ay Hpiv 
evrTrererav ex travTos €Ovous Kai Témou OATd TE Kal 

Ne wv 3 rd id \ La 
meAdtnv oxAov cicdéEacbat yévorro. TouTi yap 
éoTw 6 modol Opvroicr tav evavTioupevwy TH 
SynpoTua, kal pa A’ ody of ! davAdtaro. ets 

x ’ ¢ \ 

~ wi A Ld 
TovTo yap dn Tues Kovow edyPelas wore [I 
yvopas etonyetobar owrnpious, aAN’ edyas Aéyew 
dduvdrous, ods Wdéws av epoiunv: moia pev Ayiv 
xpdovov doPjcerar mepiovola mepi Tatra Ta mpay- 
para yivopevors oUTWS eyyds ovrwv TH monet 
Tov €xOpav; moia dé ovyyvwopy TO XporiaLg Kal 
TH pedAdjoe tadv eAcvoopevwry oUppaXCor, ev ov 
xpovilovow ovde peAAovor Sewots ; tis 0° 6 mapeEwv 
‘ > A es ” a ‘ A A ¢ t 
TO dofares avnp 7 Beds Kai Kata moAAHY jovxiay 
ouvd&wy €x Tmavros TéTouv? Kai maparréppwv Sedpo 
Thy emKouplay; €r dé 67, of Tas EavT@v TaTpioas 
exreipovres Kal mpos HUGS LeTAvacTHOOpEVoL Tives 9 
€oovra; moTepov* of ® oikyjoes Te Kal epeoTia Kal 
Blovs Kaito riyndobat mapa tots moAtrats dia TAaTEpw 
emupdverav 7) Sdgav olkeias dperhs Exovres; Kat 
tis dv tropetvere TA oixela Tapadimav ayala Tay 
1 ody of Reiske: odyi O. 
2 Gelenius: _Tpdmov AB. 


3 Steph.: otrives AB. 
u Jacoby: nérepa O, 
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BOOK VI. 51, 3-52, 2 


those who propose that we submit to war indulge in 
nonsense and deceive us, instead of openly advising us 
to deliver up the city at once to our enemies without 
bloodshed and without trouble? 

LII. “‘ But perhaps I myself am infatuated when 
I speak thus, and am asking you to fear things that 
are not formidable. The commonwealth is very 
likely threatened with no other danger as yet than a 
change of inhabitants, a matter of no serious conse- 
quence; and it would be very easy for us to receive 
into the body politic a multitude of labourers and 
clients from every nation and place. For this is the 
plan which many of the opponents of the plebeians 
keep prating of, and these by no means the most 
unimportant of them; to such a pitch of folly, indeed, 
have some already come, that instead of expressing 
salutary opinions they utter wishes impossible of 
realization. But J should like to ask these men: What 
superabundance of time will be afforded us to carry 
out these plans when the enemy is so near the city? 
What allowance will be made for the tarrying and 
delay of our auxiliaries who are to come, though we 
are in the midst of perils that do not tarry or 
delay? What man or what god will grant us security 
and will without molestation get together reinforce- 
ments from every quarter and conduct them hither? 
Besides, who are the people who will leave their own 
countries and remove to us? Are they such as have 
habitations, families, fortunes, and the respect of 
their fellow-citizens because of the distinction of 
their ancestors or a reputation for their own merit? 
And yet who would consent to leave behind his own 





5 of Cb: om. CaR. 
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DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS 


dMorpicv aiaxpas 1 yeraraBely Kaxdv; od yap 
etpijyns kal Tpupiis, peradnyopevor Sebpo iovow, 
ara Kwddvev Kal ToAcpou, e& av ddndov et 
Kkatop0wOncerat 7a Téos. 7 TO SynporiKOY Kal 
davéoTiov exagoueba mAqG0s, olov Kat To evdévie 
dehabev ™ SxAovore Oud. xpea* Kal katadixas 
Kal Tas Gpo.oTporous Tavrats ouppopas dyarn- 
THs Srrov av® TUXD peBSpvodpevor ; 6 Kav 
7aMa xpnorov 4 Kal pérptov—iva, kal TovTo 
abrois yapiowucla—sia toiTd yé ro. To pyre 4 
oixetov elvar pure dpodiarrov, pnre COropav Kat 
vopwv Kal Trawelas éceobar Tis map’ nyiv eu- 
meupov, pakp®@ 67 mov Kal TH mavti KdKvov av ein 
Tob Tap’ Hiv. 

Lill. “ To pey y ° emuxwpiep kal TéKVOY Kal 
yuvatKay Kat syovéw Kal Troy aAwv owpdroy 
oiketwy opnpa eotw evOdde, Kal adtod vy Aia Tod 
Opépavros adbrods edddous 6 7é0os, avayKates dv 
amact Kat odk eatperds: 6 8 emixAnrds ye odToot 
Kal émickynvos dyAos, ef yévoito nuiv advorkos, 
ovoevos avT® TovTwy evOdde dvtos, wep Tivos 
df vedoerev av ® xwBvvetew dya8od, ef py Tes 
avrg vijs rie dda xoLTO heen deicew Kat TOAEWS 
pLotpav Sony oy Twa Tous viv kupious abr@v ad- 
eAdpevos, dv ovK atioduev Tots moAAdKis adywr- 
copevois Umep adt@v modAirats peTadiddvar; Kal 
iows dv ovd€ Tovrois dpKeabein Sobeict jovois, 
GMa Kai TYudy Kal apydv Kai THv dAAwv ayabav 

1 atoxpés QO: yAtoxpers Kiessling, Jacoby, 
= dia xpéa Cobet, xai da xpéa Jacoby : kat xpéa O. 


3 Grote dv Hertlein, dot Reiske: ézou 
4 Sylburg: pyde O. 
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BOOK VI. 52, 2-53, 1 


blessings in order to share ignominiously the mis- 
fortunes of others? For they will come hither to 
share, not in peace and luxury, but in dangers and 
war, the successful issue of which cannot be foreseen. 
Or shall we bring in a multitude of homeless ple- 
beians, like those driven from hence, who because of 
debts, judgments, and other like misfortunes will 
gladly remove to any place that may offer? But 
these, even though otherwise of a good and modest 
disposition—to concede them this much—yet just 
because of their being neither native born nor of like 
habits with us, and because they will not be acquainted 
with our customs, laws, and training, would no doubt 
be far, nay infinitely, worse than our own plebeians. 

LIII. ‘‘ The natives have here their wives, children, 
parents, and many others that are dear to them, to 
serve as pledges; yes, and there is their fondness 
for the soil that reared them, a passion that is im- 
planted in all men and not to be eradicated; but 
as for this multitude which we propose to invite here, 
this people without roof or home, if they should 
take up their abode with us having none of these 
pledges here, in defence of what blessing would 
they care to face dangers, unless one were to 
promise to give them portions of land and some part 
or other of the city, after first dispossessing the 
present owners—things we refuse to grant to our own 
citizens who have often fought in their defence? 
And possibly they might not be content with even 
these grants alone, but would also insist upon an. 
equal share of honours, of magistracies, and of all the 
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other advantages with the patricians. If, therefore, 
we do not grant them every one of their demands, 
shall we not have them as our enemies when they 
fail to obtain what they ask? And if we grant 
their demands, our country and our constitution will 
be lost, destroyed by our own hands. I do not add 
here that what we need at the present time is men 
trained to war, men of disciplined bodies; not 
husbandmen, labourers, merchants, or followers of 
menial trades, who will be obliged to learn military 
discipline and to give proof of their skill at one and 
the same time (and skill in any unwonted activity is 
difficult), such as a promiscuous collection of men 
resorting hither from every nation is bound to be. 
As for a military alliance, I neither sce any formed 
to assist us, nor, if any allies unexpectedly appeared, 
should I advise you to admit them inconsiderately 
within your walls, since I know that many a city has 
been enslaved by troops introduced to garrison it. 
LIV. “ When you consider these things as well as 
those that I have mentioned earlier, and recall, 
further, the considerations which encourage you to 
make the accommodation, namely, that we are not 
the only people, nor the first, among whom poverty 
has raised sedition against wealth, and lowliness 
against eminence, but that in nearly all states, both 
great and small, the lower class is generally hostile to 
the upper (and in all these states the men in power, 
when they have shown moderation, have saved their 
countries, but when they have acted arrogantly, 
have lost not only their goods, but their lives as 
well); and when you remember that everything that 
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is composed of many parts is generally affected with 
a disorder in some one of them, and, furthermore, 
that neither the ailing part of a human body ought 
always to be lopped off (for that would be to render 
the appearance of the rest ugly and its term of life 
brief) nor the disordered part of a civil community 
to be driven out (since that would be the quickest 
way of destroying the whole in time through the 
loss of its separate parts); and when you consider 
also how great is the power of necessity, the one thing 
to which even the gods yield, be not vexed at your 
misfortunes nor allow yourselves to be filled with 
arrogance and folly, as if everything were going to 
succeed according to our wishes, but relent and yield, 
deriving examples of prudence, not from the actions 
of others, but from our own. 

LV. “ For the individual man and the state as a 
whole ought to emulate the most illustrious of their 
own actions and to consider how all their other 
actions may correspond with these. Thus you 
yourselves, when in times past you subdued many of 
your enemies at whose hands you had suffered the 
greatest injuries, desired neither to destroy them 
nor to dispossess them of what was theirs, but 
restored their houses and lands to them and per- 
mitted them to live in the countries that had given 
them birth, and actually granted to some of them 
the privilege both of being your fellow-citizens and 
of exercising equal rights of suffrage. But I have 
yet a more wonderful act of yours to relate, which 
is, that you have permitted many even of your 
own fellow-citizens who commit grievous offences 
against you to go unpunished, while you have 
visited your resentment solely upon those who were 
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guilty. Of this number were the colonies sent out to 
Antemnae, Crustumerium, Medullia, Fidenae, and 
to many other places. But why should I now 
enumerate all those whom, after you had taken their 
towns by storm, you admonished mildly and as became 
fellow-citizens? And so far has the commonwealth 
been from incurring either danger or censure from 
this course, that your clemency is applauded and at 
the same time your security is not at all diminished. 
After that will you, who spare your cnemies, make 
war upon your friends? * Will you, who permit the 
conquered to go unpunished, punish those who aided 
_ you in acquiring your dominion? Will you, who offer 
your own city as a safe refuge for all who stand in 
need of it, bring yourselves to drive out of that city 
the natives with whom you have been reared and 
educated and with whom you have shared many 
experiences both evil and good in peace as well as in 
war? No, not if you desire to act with justice and in 
conformity with your traditions, and if without 
passion you judge what is to your interest. 

LVI. ‘‘ But, someone may say, we know as well 
as you that the sedition ought to be appeased, and 
we have laboured earnestly to that end. Undertake 
now to tell us how we may appease it. For you 
see how headstrong the people are grown: though 
they themselves are the offenders, they neither send 
to us to treat of an accommodation nor give to the 
men we have sent to them answers that are those of 
fellow-citizens or considerate, but indulge in haughti- 
ness and threats, so that it is not easy to guess what 
they want. Hear, then, in what manner I advise 
you to act now in this situation. For my part, I do 
not believe either that the people are irreconcilable 
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toward us or that they will carry out any of their 
threats. My reason is that their actions do not 
agree with their words, and I judge that they are 
far more in earnest than we about the accommoda- 
tion. For while we continue to live in our own 
country, which is most dear to us, and have in our 
own power our fortunes, our houses, our families, 
and everything that means most to us, they are 
without country or habitation, are bereft of their 
dearest relations, and lack for their daily bread. If 
anyone should ask me for what reason, then, the 
people even under these miseries do not accept our 
invitations and why they do not on their own initiative 
send to treat with us, J should answer: Because, most 
assuredly, they thus far hear words from the senate, 
but see no act of kindness or moderation follow the 
words; and they fee] that they have been often 
deceived by us, in that we are always promising to 
take some measures of relief for them, but taking 
none. They are unwilling to send envoys to us 
because of those who are accustomed to inveigh 
against them here and because they fear they may 
fail of some of their demands. Perhaps too they 
may be possessed by some feeling of senseless rivalry. 
And no wonder; since there are some even among 
us ourselves in whom this quarrelsome and conten- 
tious spirit resides, both in private and in public 
matters, men who cannot bear to be overcome by their 
adversaries, but are always seeking by any means 
whatever to get the better of them and never to 
confer a favour before they have subdued those who 
are to have the benefit of it. In view of these con- 
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siderations I think an embassy should be sent to the 
plebeians consisting of persons in whom they have 
the greatest confidence; and I advise that those to 
be sent be invested with full power to put an end to 
the sedition upon such terms as they themselves shall 
think fit, without again referring anything to the 
senate. For if the plebeians, who now seem to be 
scornful and sullen, shall become aware of this, 
learning that you are in earnest regarding the 
accommodation, they will condescend to more 
moderate conditions and will demand nothing of us 
that is either dishonourable or impossible. For all 
men, when inflamed with anger, particularly those 
of humble condition, are wont to be enraged against 
those who treat them haughtily, but to be mild 
toward those who court their favour.” 

LVII. When Menenius had thus spoken, a great 
murmuring broke out in the senate and the members 
consulted together, each with their own groups. 
Those who were favourably disposed toward the 
plebeians exhorted one another to devote every 
energy toward bringing the people back to their 
country, now that they had got as the champion of 
their present view the most distinguished man of the 
aristocratic party. The aristocrats, in turn, who 
above everything wished no change to be made in 
the traditional form of government, were at a loss 
how to act in the present juncture, being unwilling 
to change their principles and yet unable to persist 
in their resolutions. And those, again, who were 
neutral and sided with neither of the parties in their 

1 So, following Kiessling. Jacoby’stext means: “For they 
(the consuls) will understand this business by themselves. 
And when the plebeians, who . . . sullen, learn that you are 
in earnest.” 
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strife, desired to see peace prevail and demanded 
that the senate should consider means to prevent the 
city from being besieged. When silence reigned, 
the elder of the consuls praised Menenius for his 
magnanimity and asked the rest to show themselves 
equally loyal defenders of the state, not only by 
expressing their opinions with frankness, but also 
by carrying out their resolutions without fear; and 
then he called upon a second senator by name in the 
same manner to deliver his opinion. This was 
Manius Valerius, a brother of the Valerius who had 
assisted in delivering his country from the kings, a 
man acceptable to the people beyond any other 
member of the aristocratic party. 

LVIII. Hé, rising up, first called the attention of 
the senate to the policies he himself had pursued and 
reminded them that, though he had often foretold 
the dangers they would incur, they had made light 
of his predictions. He then requested that those 
who opposed the accommodation should not at this 
time inquire into the reasonableness of the terms, 
but, since they had been unwilling to allow the sedi- 
tion to be appeased while the disputes in the state 
were still unimportant, that they should now at least 
consider by what means it might be speedily ter- 
minated and. might not, by going on still further, 
insensibly become perhaps incurable, or in any case 
hard to be cured, and the cause of great evils to them. 
He told them that the demands of the plebeians 
would no longer be the same as before, and he did 
not imagine that the people would enter into a 
compact upon the same terms, asking merely for an 
abolition of their debts, but that they would possibly 
call for some assistance also, by which they might 
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for the future live in safety. For since the institu- 
tion of the dictatorship, he said, the law that safe- 
guarded their liberty had been abolished, the law 
which allowed no citizen to be put to death by the 
consuls without a trial, nor any of the plebeians who 
had been tried and condemned by the patricians, to 
be delivered up to those who had condemned them, 
but granted to those who desired it the right of 
appealing the decisions from the patricians to the 
people, and that the judgment of the people should 
be final. He added that almost all the other privi- 
leges enjoyed in former times by the plebeians had 
been taken away, since they had been unable to 
obtain from the senate even the usual military 
triumph for Publius Servilius Priscus, who had de- 
served this honour more than any other man. At this, 
he said, most of the people were distressed, as was to 
be expected, and entertained slender hopes of their 
security, since neither a consul nor a dictator had 
been able, even when they wished, to take care of 
their interests, but the zeal and care they showed 
for the people had actually gained for some of them 
abuse and ignominy. He declared that these things 
had been brought about by plotting, not on the 
part of the more cultivated men among the 
patricians, but on the part of some insolent and 
avaricious men desperately eager for unjust gain, 
who, having advanced a large amount of money at 
a high rate of interest and made slaves of many of 
their fellow-citizens, had, by treating these with 
cruel and arrogant harshness, alienated the whole 
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body of the plebeians from the aristocracy, and having 
formed a faction and placed at the head of it Appius 
Claudius, an enemy of the people and a champion 
of oligarchy, were through him throwing all the 
affairs of the commonwealth into confusion; and he 
declared that if the sober part of the senate did not 
oppose these men, the state was in danger of being 
enslaved and destroyed. He ended by saying that 
he concurred in the opinion of Menenius, and asked 
that the envoys might be sent immediately, and that 
upon arriving they should endeavour to appease the 
sedition upon such terms as they desired, but if 
these were not granted, they should accept such as 
were offered. 

LIX. After him, Appius Claudius, who was leader 
of the faction that opposed the people, being called 
upon to express his opinion, rose up, a man who set a 
great value upon himself and not without just cause ; 
for his private life was sober and dignified, while his 
political principles were noble and calculated to 
preserve the dignity of the aristocracy. He, taking 
as his starting point the speech of Valerius, spoke as 
follows : 

“ Valerius would have deserved less censure if he 
had merely expressed his own opinion, without 
inveighing against those who hold the opposite view, 
for in that case he would have had the advantage of 
not hearing an exposition of his own faults. How- 
ever, since he has not been content with advising 
such a course as can end in nothing else than in 
making us slaves to the worst of the citizens, but has 
also attacked his opponents and has levelled some of 
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his shafts at me, I find it quite necessary for me also 
to speak of these matters, and first to clear myself 
of the charges he has brought against me. For he 
has reproached me with conduct neither seemly nor 
becoming to a citizen, charging that I have chosen to 
get money by every possible means and have de- 
prived many of the poor of their liberty, and that the 
secession of the people took place chiefly because of 
me. Now it is an easy matter for you to learn that 
none of these allegations is true or well grounded. 
For come, tell us, Valerius: Who are the people 
whom J have enslaved on account of their debts ? 
Who are the citizens I have kept, or now keep, in 
prison? Which of the seceders is deprived of his 
country through my cruelty or avarice? Why, you 
can name none. For I am so far from having en- 
slaved any one of the citizens for debt that, after 
advancing my own money to very great numbers, 
I have caused none of those who defrauded me to 
be either handed over! to me or disfranchised, but 
all of them are free and all are grateful to me and 
are numbered among my closest friends and clients. 
I do not say this by way of accusing those who have 
not acted as I have, nor do I think any men guilty 
of wrong-doing because they have done what was 
permitted by law; I am merely attempting to clear 
myself of the accusations brought against me. 

LX. “ As to my severity and my having acted as 
the patron of wicked men, with which he has re- 
proached me, calling me an enemy of the people 
and a champion of oligarchy because I adhere to the 

1 Dionysius uses the word zpdoferos here in the sense of 


the Latin addictus. The insolvent debtor was handed over to 
the creditor to work out the amount of his indebtedness. 
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aristocracy, these accusations apply equally to all 
those among you who, as men of superior worth, 
think it beneath you to be governed by your inferiors 
or to allow the form of government you have inherited 
from your ancestors to be overthrown by the worst 
of all constitutions, a democracy. For if this man 
sees fit to call the government of the best men an 
oligarchy, it does not therefore follow that the thing 
itself, because it is traduced by that appellation, 
will be destroyed. But we can bring a much juster 
and truer reproach against him, that of flattering 
the people and desiring tyrannical measures; for 
all the world knows that every tyrant springs from 
a flatterer of the people and that the direct road for 
those who wish to enslave their country is that which 
leads to domination through the favour of the worst 
citizens—the very ones whom this man has ever 
courted and does not cease even to this day to court. 
For you know full well that these vile and low 
wretches would not have dared to commit such 
offences, had they not been urged on by this high and 
mighty man, this lover of his country, and made to 
believe that the act would be attended with no 
danger and that not only would they go unpunished, 
but their lot would even be improved by it. You 
will be convinced of the truth of what I say if you 
will recall that, while he was frightening you with a 
war and showing the necessity of an accommodation, 
he told you at the same time also that the poor would 
not be contented with an abolition of their debts, 
but would also eall for some assistance, and would 
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no longer submit to be governed by you as before. 
And in closing he exhorted you to acquiesce in the 
present state of affairs and to grant everything the 
people should think fit to demand as the conditions 
of their return, without distinguishing whether those 
demands were honourable or shameful, just or unjust. 
With so much arrogance has the senseless multitude 
been inspired by this old man who has enjoyed every 
honour you could confer upon him. Did it, then, 
become you, Valerius, to utter against others the 
reproaches they have not deserved, when you your- 
self lie open to such accusations? 

LXI. “ As for the calumnies which this man has 
uttered against me, what I have said suffices. But 
concerning the subject which you have met to discuss, 
it seems to me that what I not only proposed at first, 
but even now, continuing of the same opinion, still 
propose, was just, worthy of the commonwealth, 
and advantageous for yourselves, namely, not to 
disturb the form of our government nor to alter the 
unalterable customs of our ancestors, nor to banish 
from among men good faith, a sacred thing, through 
the possession of which every state dwells in security, 
nor to give way to a stupid populace which de- 
sires unjust and unlawful things. And not only 
do I not retract any part of my opinion through fear 
of my adversaries, who endeavour to frighten me by 
rousing the plebeians in the city against me, but I 
am much more than ever confirmed in my resent- 
ment, and my indignation at the demands of the 
people is doubled. And I am surprised, senators, at 
the inconsistency of your judgment, in that, after 
refusing to grant to the people at their request an 
abolition of their debts and a discharge from the 
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judgments against them before they were as yet 
openly your enemies, you now, when they are in 
arms and are committing acts of hostility, deliberate 
whether you will grant these demands and anything 
else they may think fit. They will think fit, of course, 
and will make it the first of their demands to have 
an equal share of honours with us and to enjoy the 
same privileges. Will not the government then be 
transformed into a democracy, which of all human 
constitutions, as I said, is the most senseless and 
the least expedient for you who presume to rule 
over others? It will not be, if you are in your right 
senses. Otherwise you would be the most foolish of 
all men if, after regarding it as intolerable to be 
governed by one tyrant, you should now deliver 
yourselves up to the populace,a many-headed tyranny, 
and grant these things to them, not as a gracious 
concession to their pleading, but constrained by 
necessity and, on the assumption that it is not in 
our power to do anything else now, yielding against 
your will. And when this senseless multitude, 
instead of being punished for its offences, even 
obtains honours as a reward for those offences, how 
headstrong and arrogant do you think it will become ? 
For do not encourage yourselves with the hope that 
the people will moderate their demands if it becomes 
known to them that you all concurred in this 
resolution. 

LXII. “ But in this matter Menenius, a prudent 
man who imputes good intentions to others judging 
them by himself, is very much mistaken. For they 
will urge you with an importunity grievous beyond 
all measure, encouraged both by arrogance, which 
tends always to accompany victory, and by folly, 
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of which the multitude has so great a share. And if 
not at first, then certainly later, upon every occasion 
when their demands are not granted, they will 
take up arms and attack you violently in the same 
way as before. So that if you yield to their first de- 
mands as a matter of expediency, you will presently 
have something worse imposed upon you, and then 
something else still harsher than that, upon the sup- 
position that your first concessions too flowed from 
fear, till at last they drive you out of the city, as has 
happened in many other places, and, most recently, 
at Syracuse, where the landowners were expelled by 
their clients. If, then, in your indignation in those 
circumstances you intend to oppose their demands, 
why do you not from this instant begin to assume 
the spirit of freemen? For it is better to display your 
proud spirit on a slighter provocation to start with 
and before suffering any injury, than, after submitting 
to many injuries, to be indignant only then at what 
has happened, refuse to endure any more, and begin 
too late to be prudent. Let none of you be terrified 
either by the threatening clamour of the seceders or by 
this foreign war; and do not disparage our domestic 
forces as being insufficient to preserve the common- 
wealth. For the strength of the fugitives is slight, 
and they will not be able to hold out long in the open 
in huts during the winter season, as they are now 
doing; and far from being able to go on securing 
provisions by plundering when they have consumed 
their present store, they will not be able even to 
purchase any elsewhere and convey them to their 
camp, by reason of their poverty, since they have no 
money, either individually or in common, and wars, 
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éumeootio® av above. 
2 atrot ABa: atrois Bb. 
3 av ws Hertlein: ws av O, Jacoby. 
§ airnoainefa Sylburg : tynaalueba 0. 


5 dmoAoduev is corrupt; Kiessling suggested dreAdpev, 
Kayser vrodnAduer, Post amodvcopuev. 
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as a rule, can only be kept up by plenty of money. 
Besides, anarchy, in all probability, and sedition, 
growing out of anarchy, will seize them and soon 
confound and bring to naught their counsels. For 
surely they will not consent to deliver themselves 
up to either the Sabines or the Tyrrhenians or any 
other foreigners and become slaves to those whom 
they themselves together with you once deprived of 
their liberty; and, most important of all, men who 
have wickedly and shamefully endeavoured to destroy 
their own country will not even be trusted by these 
other nations, for fear they might treat the country 
that receives them in the same manner. For all the 
nations round us are governed by aristocracies, and 
the plebeians in no state lay claim to an equal share 
in the government; so that the leading men in 
every state, who do not permit their own populace to 
make any innovations, will doubtless never receive 
this foreign and seditious multitude into their 
country, lest, by permitting them to enjoy equal 
rights and privileges, they themselves should one 
day be deprived of their own position of equality. 
But if I am mistaken after all, and any state should 
receive them, they would thereupon reveal them- 
selves as enemies and men deserving to be treated 
as such. We have, as hostages for them, their 
parents, their wives, and the rest of their relations, 
and better hostages we could not ask of the gods in 
our prayers; let us place these in the sight of their 
relations, threatening, in case they dare to attack 

1 The main verb of the sentence is corrupt in the Greek. 
Kiessling’s emendation means: “let us threaten”; that of 
Kayser: ‘‘let us show (that we shall put them to death)”; 


that of Post “we shall strip them (giving the impression that 
we intend to put them to death).” 
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1 xai after dvdyxa: deleted by Pflugk. 
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us, to put them to death under the most ignominious 
tortures. And once they understand this, be assured 
you will find them resorting to entreaties and lamen- 
tations, and delivering themselves up to you unarmed, 
and ready to submit to anything whatever. For 
such natural ties have remarkable power to upset 
all arrogant calculations and bring them to 
naught. 

LXIII. “ These are the reasons why I do not think 
we should fear a war on the part of the fugitives. 
As to the dangers from foreign nations, this is not 
the first time those dangers will have been proved 
to be such in words only, but even before this, 
whenever they have given us the opportunity of 
putting them to the test, they have been found less 
terrible than we apprehended. And let those who 
believe our domestic forces to be inadequate and 
dread war chiefly for this reason learn that they are 
not sufficiently acquainted with them. So far indeed 
as the seceders among the citizens are concerned, 
we shall have an adequate force to cope with them 
if we see fit to choose out the most vigorous of our 
slaves and give them their freedom. For it is better 
to grant these their freedom than to be deprived of 
our supremacy by the others. The slaves are 
already possessed of sufficient military skill by 
having attended us in many campaigns. Against 
our foreign enemies let us not only march out our- 
selves with all possible alacrity, but let us take along 
all our clients and such plebeians as remain; and in 
order that they may be eager for the struggle, let us 
grant them an abolition of their debts, not to all 
collectively, but to each one individually. For if 
we must yield to the times and show some moderation, 
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4 


BOOK VI. 63, 3-64, 3 


let not that moderation be extended towards such 
of the citizens as are our enemies, but towards such 
as are our friends, on whom we shal] then seem to be 
bestowing favours, not under compulsion, but as the 
result of persuasion. And ifstill other assistance shall 
be needed, this being thought insufficient, let us send 
for the garrisons of the fortresses and recall the men 
from the colonies. How large the number of these 
is may be easily learned from the last census, when 
there were assessed 130,000 Romans of military age, 
of which the fugitives would not make a seventh part. 
I say nothing of the thirty cities of the Latin nation, 
which would be only too glad to fight our battles by 
reason of their kinship, if you would but grant them 
equal rights of citizenship, which they have con- 
stantly sought. 

LXIV. “But the greatest advantage in war is 
one which neither you yourselves have yet thought 
of nor any of your advisers mentions. This I will 
add to those I have named, and then make an end. 
There is nothing so essential to those who are to 
have their wars crowned with success as good 
generals. In these our commonwealth is rich, while 
there is a scarcity of them among our enemies. 
For very numerous armies, when led by generals who 
know not how to command, disgrace themselves and 
bring about their own defeat as a rule, and the 
larger their bulk is, the more liable they are to this 
fate; whereas good generals, even though the armies 
they receive are small,soon make them large. Hence, 
as long as we have generals able to command, 
we shall never lack men ready to obey. Bearing 
these things in mind, therefore, and recalling the 


3 éyxov Hertlein: aépov O, zovov Jacoby, dyAov Smit. 
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1 +i before mpdrrewy deleted by Sintenis. 


® Sylburg: zavri 0. 3 rére Kiessling: rovs O. 
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achievements of the commonwealth, vote for nothing 
mean, ignoble, or unworthy of yourselves. What 
course of action, then, if anyone should ask me, do 
I advise you to take? For this is what you have 
probably long been eager to know. My advice, then, 
is neither to send ambassadors to the seceders nor 
to decree an abolition of their debts, nor to do any- 
thing else that might seem to betray fear or per- 
plexity. But if they lay down their arms, return to 
the city, and leave it to you to consult about them at 
leisure, I advise you first to examine the situation 
and then to treat them with moderation, knowing 
as you do that all senseless creatures, particularly 
a rabble, behave themselves with arrogance toward 
the meek and with meekness toward the arrogant.” 

LXV. When Claudius had done speaking, a great 
clamour and prodigious tumult filled the senate-cham- 
ber for along time. For those who were reputed to be 
of the aristocratic party and thought they ought to 
consider the more just course in preference to the 
unjust concurred in the opinion of Claudius, and 
asked the consuls preferably to join the better side, 
considering that the power of the magistracy they 
held derived from the kings, not from the people; 
but if they could not do this, then to keep themselves 
neutral and not bring pressure to bear upon either 
faction, but after counting the opinions of the senators, 
to align themselves with the majority. And if they 
scorned both these courses and themselves assumed 
the sole power of concluding the accommodation, 
they said they would not permit it, but would 


1 This seems to have been the ancient term for the aris- 
tocratic party, as may be seen from Theognis and other 
writers. 
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1 7 Ba: é€r, ABb. 
2 dws re xai Reiske: dAAws ve xat raira O, Jacoby. 
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oppose them with the utmost vigour, with words as 
far as they could, and, if it should prove necessary, 
with arms. These were a powerful group, and 
almost all the young patricians adhered to this 
policy. But all the lovers of peace espoused the 
opinion of Menenius and Valerius, particularly those 
who were advanced in years and remembered all the 
calamities which come upon states as the result of 
civil wars. Nevertheless, being overborne by the 
clamour and disorderly behaviour of the young men 
and viewing with concern their spirit of rivalry and 
fearing lest the insolence with which they treated 
the consuls might come close to violence unless some 
concession were made to them, they at last had 
recourse to weeping and entreating their opponents. 

LXVI. The tumult being appeased and silence 
restored at last, the consuls after some consultation 
together pronounced their decision, as follows: 
“ As for us, senators, what we desired most was that 
you should all be of one mind, particularly when you 
were deliberating about the public safety; but if 
that could not be, then we desired that the younger 
senators should yield to the older men among you 
and not contend with them, bearing in mind that 
when they have come to the same age they will 
receive the same deference from their juniors. 
But since we observe that you have fallen into strife, 
the most baneful of all human maladies, and that 
the arrogance dwelling in the young men among you 
is great, for the present, since the remaining part of 
the day is short and there is not time for you to 
reach a final decision, leave the senate-chamber and 
go home; and you will come to the next session more 


3 Bicheler: exzerrwxoras O, Jacoby. 
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1 Cobet: wapapéver B, wapapévor B. 
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moderate in spirit and. with better counsels. But if 
your contentiousness shall persist, we will no longer 
make use of young men either as judges or counsellors 
concerning what is advantageous, but for the future 
shall restrain their disorderly behaviour by fixing a 
legal age that senators must have reached. As to the 
older members, we shall again give them an oppor- 
tunity of delivering their opinions; and if they do 
not agree, we shall put an end to their strife by a 
speedy method which it is better you should hear of 
and learn beforehand. You are doubtless aware 
that we have had a law, as long as we have inhabited 
this city, by which the senate is invested with 
sovereign power in everything except the appointing 
of magistrates, the enacting of laws, and the declaring 
or terminating of wars, and that the power of deter- 
mining these three matters rests with the people, by 
their votes. Now at the present time we are discuss- 
ing nothing other than war or peace, so that there is 
every necessity that the people should be given the 
opportunity to vote and confirm our resolutions. 
We shall therefore summon them to present them- 
selves in the Forum pursuant to this law, and after 
you have delivered your opinions, we shall take their 
votes, believing this to be the best means of putting 
an end to your strife; and whatever the majority 
of the people shall determine, we shall regard 
that as valid. This honour, I presume, is deserved 
by those who have remained loyal to the common- 
wealth and are to share both our good and bad 
fortune.” 

LXVII. Having said this, they dismissed the 
session; and during the following days they ordered 
proclamation to be made that all who were in the 
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country and in the fortresses should present them- 
selves, and they gave notice to the senate to assemble 
on the same day. When they found the city was 
thronged with people and that the sentiments of 
the patricians had yielded to the entreaties, tears and 
lamentations both of the parents and infant children 
of the seceders, they went on the appointed day to 
the Forum, which was completely packed with a 
concourse of all sorts of people who had been there 
from far back in the night. And proceeding to 
the temple of Vulcan, where it was customary for the 
people to hold their assembles, they first commended 
them for their alacrity and zeal in attending en 
masse, and then advised them to wait quietly till the 
preliminary decree of the senate should be passed ; 
and they exhorted the kinsmen of the seceders to 
entertain good hopes of getting back in a short 
time those who were dearest to them. After that 
they went to the senate-house, where they not only 
themselves spoke with reasonableness and modera- 
tion, but also asked the rest to deliver opinions that 
were expedient and humane. And ahead of all 
the others they called upon Menenius, who, rising 
up, spoke to the same effect as before, exhorting the 
senate to make the accommodation, and expressed 
the same opinion, asking that envoys should speedily 
be sent to the seceders with full powers in regard to 
the accommodation. 

LXVIII. After him the others who had held the 
office of consul, being called upon according to their 
age, rose up and all favoured adopting the opinion 
of Menenius, till it came to the turn of Appius to 
speak. He, rising up, said: “I see, senators, that 
it is the pleasure both of the consuls and of almost 
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all the rest of you to bring back the people upon their 
own terms; and I alone am left of all those who 
opposed the accommodation, with the result that I 
continue to be hated by them and at the same time 
am no longer of any use to you. Nevertheless, I 
shall not on this account depart from my former 
opinion nor willingly desert my post as a citizen; 
but the more I am abandoned by those who for- 
merly espoused the same sentiments, the more I 
shall one day be esteemed by you; while I live, I 
shall be praised by you, and when I am dead, I shall 
be remembered by posterity. But do thou, Jupiter 
Capitolinus, and ye guardian gods of our city, ye 
heroes and divinities who keep watch over the land 
of the Romans, grant that the return of the fugitives 
may be honourable and advantageous to all, and that 
I may be mistaken in my forebodings regarding the 
future. But if any misfortune should come upon 
the commonwealth as a result of these measures— 
and this will soon be manifest—may ye yourselves 
speedily correct them and grant safety and security 
to the commonwealth! And to me, who neither 
upon any other occasion ever chose to say the things 
that were most agreeable instead of those that were 
most profitable, nor am now betraying the state 
while securing my own safety, may ye be favourable 
and propitious! These are the prayers I address to 
the gods; for speeches are of no further use. The 
opinion I express is the same as before, namely, 
to relieve of their debts the people who remain in the 
city, but to make war upon the seceders with the 
utmost vigour as long as they remain in arms.” 





2 Sylburg: ddeciofac AB. 2 réws Jacoby. 
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1 He is called Nautes by Virgil, Aen. v. 704. 
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LXIX. Having said this, he ended. When the 
opinions of the older senators agreed with that of 
Menenius and it came to the turn of the younger 
members to speak, the whole senate being on tip-toe 
with suspense, Spurius Nautius rose up, the heir of a 
most illustrious family. For Nautius,! the founder 
of the line, was one of those who took out the colony 
with Aeneas, being a priest of Athena Polias;? and 
when he removed from Troy, he brought with him the 
wooden statue of that goddess, which the family of 
the Nautii guarded thereafter, receiving it in succes- 
sion one from another. This man was esteemed the 
most illustrious of all the younger senators for his 
own merits as well, and it was expected that he would 
soon obtain the consulship. He began by making a 
general defence of all the younger senators, de- 
claring that neither a spirit of rivalry towards their 
elders nor arrogance had induced them to adopt a 
position opposed to that of the others at the last 
meeting of the senate, and if they had committed any 
error, it had been a mistake in judgment due to 
their youth; and in conclusion he said that they would 
now give proof of this by changing their opinion. 
They consented at any rate that the others, as men of 
better judgment, should decree whatever they 
thought most conducive to the welfare of the state, 
assuring them that they, at least, would offer no 
opposition in this matter, but would follow the advice 
of their elders. And when all the other younger 
members inade the same declaration, except a very 
small number who were related to Appius, the consuls 
commended their dignified behaviour and exhorted 


2 The epithet Todds, like [loAcodyos, means “‘ preserver of 
the city.” 2 
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16 Aawwdryns pavios ovadépios oveAovacov vids B: om. R. 
6 Aayvdrns is an error for Aavaros, or possibly Aavarys (cf. v. 
44, 1, where the genitive Aavdrov occurs). Kiessling assumed 
a lacuna after vids in this line, and another in the line below. 

. HomAtov vids . . . [IdaAtos Tloordptos Kiessling : ozAiov 
vids woaroupuos A, nOp\ios moorovuos B. 

3 The cognomen should be either DAdovos or WMAaBos. 
Compare the similar error in v. 59, 1. 

* KacAovraves Portus: Kai vwpevravds A, Kevowevravos Ba, 
Kat vowevravos Bb. 

5 Sintenis: mpoiyayov O. 

5 ouvOécba after Snuw deleted by Cobet. 
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them to conduct themselves in the same manner in 
all public matters; after which they chose as envoys 
ten men who were the most distinguished of the older 
senators, all but one being former consuls.1_ Those 
appointed were the following: Agrippa Menenius 
Lanatus, the son of Gaius, Manius Valerius [Volu- 
sus], the son of Volusus, . . ., Publius Servilius 
[Priscus], the son of Publius, . . ., Publius 
Postumius Tubertus, the son of Quintus, Titus 
Aebutius Flavus, the son of Titus, Servius Sulpicius 
Camerinus, the son of Publius, Aulus Postumius Bal- 
bus, the son of Publius, and Aulus Verginius Caeli- 
montanus, the son of Aulus.? After this, the senate 
being dismissed, the consuls went to the assembly 
of the people, and having ordered the decree of the 
senate to be read, presented the envoys. And as 
everyone desired to be informed of the instructions 
which the senate had given them, the consuls 
declared openly that they had ordered them to 
reconcile the people to the patricians by any means 
they could without fraud or deceit and to bring the 
fugitives home speedily. 

LXX. The envoys, having received these in- 
structions from the senate, went out of the city the 


1 For chaps. 69, 3-86 ¢f. Livy ii. 32, 8-12. 

2 In the Greek each name is given in the official Roman 
order—praenomen, nomen, praenomen of father, cognomen. 
The names of only eight of the ten envoys are preserved, and 
two of these lack the cognomen. Kiessling’s arrangement, 
here followed, assumes only two lacunae in the Greek text, 
each of them involving the loss of a cognomen and a complete 
meee. One of the missing names was probably T. Larcius 

avus. 





7 map’ atray Reiske: atr@ O. 
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same day. But the news of everything that had 
passed in the city reached those in the camp ahead of 
them, and presently all the plebeians left the en- 
campment and met the envoys while they were still 
upon the road. Now there was in the camp a very 
turbulent and seditious man who had a shrewd mind 
for foreseeing something of the future far in advance, 
and he was not lacking in ability to express his 
thoughts, being a great talker and babbler. He had 
the same name, Lucius Junius, as the man who had 
overthrown the kings, and desiring to make the 
similarity of their names complete, he wished also to 
be called Brutus. To most people, it seems, he was a 
laughing-stock because of his vain pretentiousness, 
and when they wished to make sport of him, they 
called him by the nickname Brutus. This man now 
showed Sicinius, who was the commander of the camp, 
that it was not to the best interest of the people to 
submit readily to the proposals that were offered, 
lest by beginning with too moderate a demand, they 
might find their return home less honourable, but 
to oppose them for a long time and to inject into the 
negotiations an element of play-acting; and after 
promising to take upon himself the defence of the 
people and suggesting everything else that was to be 
done and said, he prevailed upon Sicinius. There- 
upon Sicinius, assembling the people, asked the 
envoys to state their reason for coming. 

LXXI. Then Manius Valerius, who was the old- 
est of the envoys and most in sympathy with the 
common people, came forward, while the crowd 
testified their affection for him by the friendliest 
expressions and appellations; and when he had 
secured silence, he spoke as follows: 
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“Nothing now hinders you, plebeians, from re- 
turning to your homes and being reconciled to the 
senators. Tor the senate has voted you an honourable 
and advantageous return, and has decreed an am- 
nesty for all that has happened. They have also sent 
us as envoys, men whom they knew to be the greatest 
friends of the people and deservedly honoured by 
you, giving us full powers with respect to the accom- 
modation, so that we may not judge of your senti- 
ments by appearances or conjectures, but may learn 
from you yourselves upon what terms you think fit 
to put an end to the sedition, and, if there is any 
moderation in your demands and they are not 
impossible or precluded by some irreparable dis- 
honour attached to them, we may grant them to you 
without waiting for the opinion of the senate or 
exposing the negotiations to long delays and to the 
jealousy of your adversaries. Since, then, the senate 
has passed this decree, do you receive their favours, 
plebeians, joyfully, with the greatest alacrity and 
enthusiasm, setting a high value upon so great good 
fortune and returning profound thanks therefor to 
the gods, in that the Roman commonwealth, which 
rules over so many people, and the senate, which has 
the command of all the blessings therein, though it is 
an established custom with them to yield to none of 
their adversaries, nevertheless willingly yield some 
of their dignity in favour of you alone. For they 
neither thought fit to enter into such a minute 
discussion of the rights of each side as might be 
expected from superiors when treating with their 
inferiors, but instead took the initiative themselves 


5 erepngpropevns O: eimdoperys Sintenis, Jacoby. 
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in sending envoys to propose an accommodation, 
nor did they receive with anger the haughty answers 
you gave to their former envoys, but endured this 
insolent and puerile exhibition of your arrogance as 
good parents would endure that of their foolish 
children; and they thought they ought to send another 
embassy and accept less than their full rights, and 
to submit to anything, citizens, that is reasonable. 
Now that you have met with so great good fortune, do 
not delay, plebeians, to tell us what you desire and 
do not mock at us. But when you have put an end 
to the sedition, return with joy to your country 
which gave you your birth and rearing, blessings for 
which you made her a sorry recompense and return 
when you left her, as far as in you lay, to be desolate 
and a pasture for flocks. But if you let this oppor- 
tunity slip, you will wish time and again for another.”’ 

‘LXXII. When now Valerius had done speaking, 
Sicinius came forward and said that those who de- 
liberated wisely ought not to examine the expediency 
of any measure from a single point of view, but 
should suggest to themselves the opposite view as 
well, particularly when affairs of so great moment 
were under consideration. Then he asked any who 
pleased to answer these proposals, laying aside all 
modesty and caution; for their situation, now that 
they were reduced to such distress, did not permit of 
their yielding to either hesitation or undue modesty. 
When there was silence, they all looked at one 
another to find out who would speak for the common 
cause; but none appeared, though Sicinius repeated 
the same request several times. At last Lucius 
Junius, the man who wanted Brutus to be added to 


4 Kayser: mpocépyera: O, mpodpxerat Portus. 
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his name, came forward in accordance with his pro- 
mise, and being received with general applause from 
the crowd, delivered a speech of the following tenor: 

“It seems, plebeians, that the dread of the patri- 
cians is still so firmly rooted in your minds that it 
holds you in terror, and, humbled on that account, 
you shrink from uttering in public the arguments 
that you are wont to use to one another. For 
each one of you, perhaps, thinks that his neighbour 
will plead the common cause and that all the others 
rather than he will undergo any danger there may be, 
while he himself, standing in a place of safety, will 
enjoy, free from fear, his share of the benefit arising 
from the boldness of the other. But in this he is 
mistaken; for if we should all hold this opinion, the 
cowardice of each one of you will prove a common 
injury to all, and while every man consults his own 
safety, he will be destroying the common safety of 
all, But even if you did not know before that you 
are freed from this dread and that you have your 
liberty secure as long as you have your arms, learn 
it now at least, taking these men as your teachers. 
For these arrogant and stern men have not come with 
orders for you, as before, or with threats, but begging 
and beseeching you to return to your homes, and now 
begin to deal with you as with free men upon equal 
terms. Why, then, are you any longer in awe of 
them and why are you silent? Why do you not as- 
sume the spirit of free men, and having now broken 
at Jast the curb which held you, tell all men what you 
have suffered at their hands? Unhappy men, of 
what are you afraid? That you will suffer some harm 
if you follow my lead in giving free rein to the 
tongue? For I shall expose myself to the danger of 
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declaring to them frankly the justice of your cause, 
concealing nothing. And since Valerius has said 
that nothing hinders you from going back to your 
homes, the senate having given you leave to return 
and having decreed you an amnesty besides, I shall 
give him this answer—that which is the very truth 
and must needs be told. 

LXXIII. “As for us, Valerius, there are many 
other reasons that hinder us from laying down our 
arms and putting ourselves in your power, but these 
three are the most important and the most obvious : 
First, because you have come to accuse us as if we 
had offended, and when you give us leave to return 
you count it as a favour to us; next, because when 
you invite us to an accommodation you do not give 
any hint upon what terms of justice and humanity we 
are to enter into it; and lastly, because there is no 
certainty of your fulfilling your promises to us, since 
time and again you have consistently deceived and 
deluded us. I shall speak to each of these points 
separately, beginning with the matter of justice; 
for it is the duty of all who speak either in private 
or in public to begin with justice. Well then, if we 
are doing you any injustice, we do not ask for either 
impunity or an amnesty; though we do not choose 
even to share the same city with you any longer, but 
will live wherever Fate shall lead us, leaving it to 
Fortune and to the gods to direct our course. But 
if, suffering injustice at your hands, we have been 
compelled to experience this condition in which we 
now are, why do you not acknowledge that, having 
yourselves wronged us, you stand in need of pardon 
and an amnesty? But as it is, you profess to be 
giving the pardon for which you ought to be asking, 
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and prate boastfully of acquitting us of the resent- 
ment of which you yourselves seek to be acquitted, 
thereby confusing the very essence of truth and 
reversing the very meaning of justice. That you 
are not the victims, but the doers of injustice, and 
that you have not made handsome returns for the 
many great services you have received from the 
people in respect both to your liberty and to your 
sovereignty, learn from me now. [I shall begin my 
argument with the matters you yourselves are 
acquainted with, and I beg of you in the name of the 
gods, if I make any false statement, that you will 
not tolerate it, but will promptly refute me. 

LXXIV. “Our earliest government was mon- 
archy, under which constitution we lived till the 
seventh generation. And during all these reigns 
the people never suffered any loss of rights at the 
hands of their kings, and least of all from those who 
reigned last, to say nothing of the many important 
advantages they enjoyed from their rule. For, 
besides the other methods the kings used of courting 
and flattering the people in order to win them to 
themselves and make them enemies to you—which is 
the practice of all rulers who aim at extending their 
power to tyranny—when they had made themselves 
masters of Suessa, a very prosperous city, after a long 
war, and had it in their power to grant no part of the 
spoils to anyone, but to appropriate the whole to 
themselves and surpass all other kings in riches, 
they did not think fit to do so, but brought out all 
the booty and placed it at the disposal of the army, 
so that, besides the slaves, cattle and the other spoils, 
which were many and of great value, every one of us 
received five minae of silver for his share. But we 
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disregarded all this when they used their power more 
in the manner of tyrants to injure, not us, to be sure, 
but you; and resenting their behaviour, we gave 
up our affection for our kings and joined you, and 
rising with you against them, both those of us who 
were in the city and those in camp, we drove them 
out, and bringing to you their power, entrusted it to 
you. And though it was often possible for us to go 
over to the side of the expelled kings, yet we scorned 
to accept the lavish gifts they offered us to induce us 
to violate our pledge to you, but patiently endured 
many great and continuous wars and dangers on your 
account. And up to this time, which is the seven- 
teenth year, we have been worn out with fighting 
against all mankind for our common liberty. For 
while the government was still unsettled—as often 
happens in the case of sudden revolutions—we 
ventured to contend with the two most renowned 
cities of the Tyrrhenians, Tarquinii and Veii, when 
they sought with a large army to restore the kings; 
and fighting, a few against many, and displaying 
the greatest enthusiasm, we not only overcame and 
drove back these foes, but preserved the power for 
the surviving consul. Not long afterwards, when 
Porsena, king of the Tyrrhenians, was also endeavour- 
ing to restore the exiles both with the united forces 
of all Tyrrhenia commanded by himself and with those 
which the others had long before raised, we, though 
unprovided with an adequate army, and for that 
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reason forced to undergo a siege and reduced to the 
last extremity and to a dearth of everything, yet by 
enduring all these hardships forced him to depart 
after first becoming our friend. And last of all, 
when the kings for the third time sought to effect 
their restoration with the aid of the Latin nation and 
brought against us thirty cities, we, seeing you 
entreating, lamenting, calling upon every one of us, 
and reminding us of our friendship, our common 
rearing, and the campaigns we had shared together, 
could not bear to abandon you. But looking upon 
it as a most honourable and glorious thing to fight 
your battles, we rushed into the midst of perils and 
hazarded on that occasion surely the greatest 
danger of all, in which, after we had received many 
wounds and lost many of our relations, companions 
and comrades in arms, we overcame the enemy, 
killed their generals, and destroyed the whole 
royal family. 

LXXYV. “ These are the services we rendered to 
assist you in freeing yourselves from the tyrants, 
exerting ourselves beyond our strength because of 
our enthusiasm, and engaging in the struggle quite 
as much through the promptings of our own valour 
as because of necessity. Now hear what we have 
done to gain for you the respect of and the rule over 
others, and to acquire for you a power greater than 
was at first expected; and, as I said before, if I 
deviate from the truth, you will contradict me. For 
you, when it seemed that your liberty was firmly 
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assured, were not contented to stop there, but intent 
upon bold and new undertakings, and regarding as a 
possible enemy every creature who clung to liberty, 
and declaring war against almost all the world, in all 
the perils and in all the battles fought to support 
that greed for power you thought fit to waste our 
bodies, I say nothing of all the cities that sometimes 
singly, sometimes two jointly, fought with you in 
defence of their liberty, some of which we overcame 
in pitched battles and others we took by storm and 
compelled them to become subjects to you. For 
what need is there to relate these actions in detail 
when we have such an abundance of material? But 
who were they who assisted you in acquiring and 
subjecting to you all Tyrrhenia, a country divided 
into twelve principalities and exceeding powerful 
on both land and sea? Whose assistance rendered 
the Sabines, this powerful nation which had ever 
contended with you for the primacy, unable any 
longer to contend for equality? And again, who 
subdued the thirty cities of the Latins, which not 
only gloried in the superiority of their forces but 
prided themselves on the superior justice of their 
demands? And who compelled them to fly to you 
imploring you to prevent their enslavement and the 
razing of their cities? 

LXXVI. “I omit the other dangers in which we 
engaged along with you while we were not yet at odds 
with you and indeed laid claim ourselves to some 
share of the expected profits of empire. But when 
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at last it was clear that the empire that you had 
gained was a tyranny, that you abused us like slaves, 
and that we no longer continued to entertain the 
same feelings towards you, and when almost all your 
subjects revolted, the Volscians setting the example, 
which was followed by the Aequians, the Hernicans, 
the Sabines, and many others, and a unique opportu- 
nity seemed to offer itself, if we chose to take 
advantage of it, to accomplish one of two things, 
either to overthrow your empire or to render it 
more moderate for the future, do you remember into 
what despair of your domination you fell and how 
you were in the last stage of discouragement lest 
we should either not assist you in the war or, indulging 
our resentment, should go over to the enemy, and 
what entreaties and promises you made? What did 
we, the humble folk who had been treated out- 
rageously by you, do then? We allowed ourselves 
to be overcome by the entreaties and prevailed upon 
by the promises which the excellent Servilius here, 
who was consul at the time, made to the people, and 
retained no resentment against you for the wrongs 
of the past, but conceiving good hopes of the future, 
we entrusted ourselves to you; and having subdued 
all your enemies in a short time, we returned with 
many prisoners and rich spoils. For these services 
what return did you make to us? One that was just 
and worthy of the dangers to which we had exposed 
ourselves?” No, indeed; far from it! Why, you 
violated even the promises which you had ordered 
the consul to make to us in the name of the common- 
wealth; and this excellent man himself, whom you 
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had basely used to trick us, you deprived of his 
triumph, though he of all men most deserved that 
honour, and you attached this disgrace to him for 
no other reason than because he asked you to per- 
form the act of justice that you had promised and 
made it clear that he resented your deceit. 

LXXVII. “ And just recently (for I shall add this 
one more instance to that part of my discourse 
which relates to justice before I make an end), 
when the Aequians, the Sabines, and the Volscians 
with one accord not only rose against you them- 
selves, but invited others to do likewise, were not 
you, the proud and stern, obliged to fly to us, the 
mean and despised, and to promise everything in 
order to secure your safety at that time? And that 
you might not seem to be intending to deceive us 
again, as you had often done before, you made use 
of Manius Valerius here, the greatest friend of the 
people, as a cover for your deceit ; confiding in whom 
and believing ourselves in no danger of being imposed 
upon by a dictator, and least of all by a man who had 
treated us well, we assisted you in this war also, and 
having fought not a few battles, and those neither 
inconsiderable nor obscure, we overcame your 
enemies. But, once the war was ended in a most 
glorious manner and sooner than anyone had ex- 
pected, you were so far from rejoicing and feel- 
ing yourselves under great obligation to the people, 
that you thought fit to keep us still in arms and 
under our standards against our will, that you might 
violate your promises as you had determined from 
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the beginning. Then, when Servilius would not 
submit to the deceit nor to the dishonour of your 
action, but brought the standards into the city and 
sent the forces to their homes, you, making this an 
excuse for not doing us justice, insulted him and kept 
not a single one of your promises to us, but at one 
and the same time committed three most lawless 
acts, in that you destroyed the prestige of the senate, 
you ruined the credit of Servilius, and you deprived 
your benefactors of the recompense that was due to 
their labours. Since, therefore, patricians, we have 
these and many other things of the like nature to 
allege against you, we do not think fit to have 
recourse to supplicating and entreating you, nor, 
like men guilty of heinous crimes, to secure our 
return by accepting impunity and amnesty. How- 
ever, we do not feel that we ought to enter into a 
minute discussion of these grievances at present, 
since we are met to treat of an agreement, but 
leaving them to indifference and oblivion, we simply 
put up with them. 

LXXVIII. “ But why do you not declare openly 
the terms of your mission and say plainly what you 
have come to ask? On the strength of what hopes 
do you ask us to return to the city? The prospect of 
what kind of fortune awaiting us are we to take to 
guide us on the way? The prospect of what cheer 
or joy that is going to receive us? For we have not 
as yet heard you promise any act of kindness or of 
benefit—no honours, no magistracies, no relief of our 
poverty, nor, in a word, anything else whatever. 
And yet it is not what you intend to do that you 
should tell us, but what you have already done, in 
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order that, having already some action before us as 
an earnest of your goodwill, we may infer that the 
remaining actions will be of like nature. I suppose, 
though, that they willanswer to this that they are come 
with full powers in all matters, so that whatever we 
can persuade one another to accept is to be valid. 
Grant this to be so, and Jet the natural results follow ; 
I offer no objections. But I desire to learn from 
them what is to happen afterwards, when we have 
stated the conditions upon which we think fit to 
return and these conditions have been accepted by 
them: Who will stand surety to us for the carrying 
out of the terms? Trusting to what assurance shall 
we drop the arms from our hands and put our persons 
again in the power of these men? Shall we trust 
to the decrees of the senate that will be drawn up 
concerning these matters? For surely they have 
not been drawn up already. And what shall hinder 
these from being annulled in turn by other decrees, 
whenever Appius and those of his faction shall think 
fit? Or shall we trust to the high standing of the 
envoys who pledge their own good faith? But the 
senate has already made use of these men to deceive 
us. Or shall we trust to agreements sworn to by 
oaths taken in the name of the gods, gaining our 
assurance from these? But for my part, I am more 
afraid of this than of any other kind of assurance 
men can give, because I observe that it is treated 
contemptuously by those in positions of command, 
and because I understand, not now for the first time, 
but as the result of many experiences in the past, 
that forced agreements made by men desirous of 
ruling with those who strive to retain their free- 
dom last only as long as the necessity exists which 
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compelled those agreements. What kind of friend- 
ship, therefore, and good faith is that under which 
we shall be obliged to court one another against our 
will while we each are watching for our own opportu- 
nities? And after this will come suspicions and 
continual accusations of one another, jealousies and 
hatreds and every other kind of evil, and a constant 
struggle to see which of us shall first effect the 
destruction of his adversary, each believing that 
in delay lies disaster. 

LXXIX. “There is no greater evil, as all are 
aware, than civil war, in which the conquered are 
unfortunate and the conquerors are unjust, and it is 
the fate of the former to be destroyed by their. 
dearest ones, and of the latter to destroy those who 
are dearest to them. To such misfortunes and to 
such abhorred calamities do not summon us, patri- 
cians, nor let us, plebeians, answer their summons, 
but let us acquiesce in the fate which has separated 
us. No, let them have the whole city to themselves 
and enjoy it without us, and let them reap alone 
every other advantage after they have driven the 
humble and obscure plebeians from the fatherland. 
As for us, let us depart whithersoever Heaven shall 
conduct us, feeling that we are leaving an alien 
place and not our own city. For there remains to 
none of us here either an allotment of land, or an ances- 
tral hearth, or common sacrifices, or any position of 
dignity, such as one would possess in one’s fatherland, 
the desire for which things might induce us to cling 
to this country even against our will; nay we have 
not even the liberty of our own persons which we 
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have purchased with many hardships. For some of 
these advantages have been destroyed by the many 
wars, some have been consumed by the scarcity of the 
necessaries of daily life, and of others we have been 
robbed by these haughty money-lenders, for whom 
we poor wretches are at last obliged to till our 
own allotments, digging, planting, ploughing, tend- 
ing flocks, and becoming fellow-slaves with our own 
slaves taken by us in war, some of us being bound 
with chains, some with fetters, and others, like the 
most savage of wild beasts, dragging wooden clogs 
and iron balls. J say nothing of the tortures and 
insults, the stripes, the labours from dawn till dark, 
and every other cruelty, violence, and insolence that 
we have undergone. Accordingly, now that we are 
freed by Heaven from so many and so great evils, 
let us gladly fly from them with all the eagerness and 
ability each of us possesses, taking as the guides of 
our journey Fortune and the god who ever preserve 
us, and looking upon our liberty as our country and 
our valour as our wealth. For any land will receive 
us as partners, since we shall be no cause of offence 
in any case to those who receive us, and in some cases 
shall actually be of service. 

LXXX. ‘Of this let many Greeks and many 
barbarians serve us as examples, particularly the 
ancestors of both these men and ourselves; some of 
whom, leaving Asia with Aeneas, came into Europe 
and built a city in thecountry of the Latins, and others, 
coming as colonists from Alba under the leadership 
of Romulus, built in these parts the city we are now 
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leaving. We have with us forces not merely a little 
larger than they had, but actually three times their 
number, and a more just cause for removing. For 
those who removed from Troy were driven out by 
enemies, but we are driven hence by friends; and 
it is a more pitiable experience doubtless to be 
expelled by one’s own people than by foreigners. 
Those who took part in the expedition of Romulus 
scorned the country of their ancestors in the hope of 
acquiring a better; but we, who are abandoning the 
life which had for us no city and no hearth, are 
going forth as a colony that will be neither hateful to 
the gods nor troublesome to men nor grievous to any 
country, and moreover we have not inflicted blood- 
shed and slaughter upon the kinsmen who are driving 
us forth, nor have we laid waste with fire and sword 
the country we are leaving, nor left behind any other 
memorial of an everlasting hatred, as is the usual 
practice of people who are driven into exile in viola- 
tion of treaties and reduced to unenviable straits. 
And calling to witness the gods and other divinities 
who direct all human affairs with justice, and leaving 
it to them to avenge our wrongs, we make but this 
one request, that those of us who have left in the 
city infant children and parents, and wives, in case 
these shall be willing to share our fortunes, may get 
them back. We are satisfied to receive these, and 
we ask for naught else besides from our fatherland. 
But fare you well and lead the life you choose, you 
who are so unwilling to associate as fellow-citizens 
and to share your blessings with those of humbler 
estate.” 
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2 apos added by Sylburg, 
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LXXXI. With these words Brutus ended _ his 
speech. All who were present regarded as true 
everything he said about principles of justice, as 
also the charges he made respecting the arrogance 
of the senate, but particularly what he said to show 
that the assurance offered for the performance of 
the agreement was full of fraud and deceit. But 
when at the last he described the abuses which the 
people had suffered at the hands of the money- 
lenders, and put every man in mind of his own mis- 
fortunes, no one was so stout of heart as not to be 
melted away by tears and to bewail their common 
calamities. And not only the people were affected 
in this manner, but likewise those who had come 
from the senate; for even the envoys could not 
restrain their tears when they considered the mis- 
fortunes that had arisen from the breaking up of the 
city, and for a long time they stood with eyes 
downcast and full of tears, and at a loss what to say. 
But after this great lamentation had ceased and 
silence fell upon the assembly, there came forward 
to answer these accusations a man who seemed to 
excel the rest of the citizens 1 in both age and rank. 
This was Titus Larcius, who had twice been chosen 
consul and had of all men made the best use of the 
power called the dictatorship, causing that invidious 
magistracy to be looked upon as sacred and worthy 
of allrespect. He, undertaking to speak to the point 
of justice, now censured the money-lenders for having 


1 The word ‘‘citizens”’ is suspicious here; see the critical 
note. Kayser proposed to read “‘senators,’’ while Kiessling 
wished to substitute an adverb, “very greatly,’ modifying 
‘‘excel.”” 
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acted with cruelty and inhumanity, and now re- 
proached the poor for unjustly demanding to be 
relieved of their debts through violence rather than 
as a favour, and told them they were in the wrong 
to direct their anger against the senate for their 
failure to obtain any reasonable concession from that 
body, instead of against those who were really to 
blame. He also endeavoured to show that, while 
there was a small part of the people whose offence 
was involuntary and who were forced by their 
extreme poverty to demand the remission of their 
debts, yet the greater part of them were abandoned 
to licence and insolence and to a life of pleasure, 
and were prepared to gratify their desires by robbing 
others; and he thought a difference ought to be 
made between the unfortunate and the depraved, 
and between those who needed kindness and those 
who deserved hatred. And though he advanced 
other arguments of this kind, which, while true 
enough, were not pleasing to all his hearers, he could 
not persuade them; but everything he said was 
received with a great murmur, some being indignant 
at his opening their griefs afresh, and others owning 
that he concealed no part of the truth; but the latter 
group was much smaller than the other, so that it 
was drowned out by numbers, and the clamour of the 
indignant group prevailed. 

LXXXII. After Larcius had added a few more 
remarks to those I have reported and had reproached 
the people for their uprising and the precipitancy of 
their resolutions, Sicinius, who was then at the head of 
the populace, replied and inflamed their passions still 


4 érayaotacews O: admavacrdcews Portus, éenavardcews 
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more, saying that from these words of Larcius in par- 
ticular they might learn what honours and gratitude 
would await them when they returned to their country. 
“ For if to those who are in the direst straits, who are 
imploring the assistance of the people, and have come 
hither for that purpose, it does not occur even now 
to speak words of moderation and humanity, what 
sentiments must we expect them to entertain when 
things have succeeded according to their wishes, 
and when those who are now insulted by their words 
become subject to their deeds? From what arrogance, 
from what abusive treatment, from what tyrannical 
cruelty will they refrain? But if you are contented 
to be slaves all your lives, to be bound, scourged, and 
destroyed by fire, sword, famine, and every other 
abuse, don’t waste any time, but throw down your 
arms, offer your hands to be bound behind you, and 
follow them. But if you have any craving for liberty, 
do not bear with them. And as for you, envoys, 
either state the terms upon which you summon us 
or, if you will not do so, withdraw from the assembly. 
For after this we shall not give you leave to 
speak.” 

LXXXIII. When he had ceased speaking, all 
present shouted uproariously, showing that they 
approved of his reasoning and agreed with him. 
Then, when silence prevailed, Menenius Agrippa, he 
who had delivered the speech in the senate in behalf 
of the people and had, more than any other, brought 
about, by the motion he had offered, the sending 
of the envoys clothed with full powers, signified that 
he too wished to speak. The people looked upon 
this as the best thing they could ask, and now at 
least expected to hear proposals tending to a sincere 
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accommodation and advice salutary to both parties. 
And first they all roared their approval, calling to 
him with a great shout to speak; then they became 
quiet, and so great silence prevailed in the assembly 
that the place was as hushed asa desert. He seemed 
to employ in general the most persuasive arguments 
possible and those which gauged well the inclinations 
of his audience; and at the end of his speech he is 
said to have related a kind of fable that he composed 
after the manner of Aesop and that bore a close 
resemblance to the situation of the moment, and by 
this means chiefly to have won them over. For this 
reason his speech is thought worthy of record and 
it is quoted in all the ancient histories. His discourse 
was as follows: 

“We have been sent to you by the senate, 
plebeians, neither to excuse them nor to accuse you 
(for neither of these courses seemed to be opportune 
or suited to the conditions now disturbing the common- 
wealth), but to use every effort and every means to 
put an end to the sedition and to restore the govern- 
ment to its original form; and for that purpose we 
are invested with full powers. So that we do not 
think it at all necessary to discourse at great length, 
as Junius here has done, concerning principles of 
justice; but as regards the humane terms on which 
we think we ought to put an end to the sedition, and 
the assurance you shall have for the performance 
of our agreement, we shall tell you the decisions to 
which we have come. When we considered that 


® Cobet: ofros O. 
7 paxpor expnkiverr Adyov Meutzner: eis paxpov éxpnkivey 
xpovov O, ets paxpdv expnxvvew xpovorv Jacoby. 
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every sedition in any state is cured only when the 
causes that produced the disagreement are removed, 
we thought it necessary both to discover and to put 
an end to the primary causes of this dissension. 
And having found that the harsh exactions of debts 
have been the cause of the present ills, we are 
reforming those exactions as follows: We think it 
just that all those who have contracted debts and 
are unable to pay them should be relieved of their 
obligations; and if the persons of any who are in 
default in their payments are already held under 
restraint by the limit for payment prescribed by 
law, it is our decision that these also shall be free. 
As for those who have been convicted in private suits 
and handed over to the creditors who won their 
suits against them, it is our wish that these also 
shall be free, and we set aside their sentences. With 
regard to your debts of the past, therefore, which 
seemed to us to have led to your secession, we redress 
them in this manner; as to your future debts, what- 
ever shall be approved of both by you, the people, 
and by the senate in joint consultation, after a law 
has been passed for that purpose, let it be so ordered. 
Are not these the things, plebeians, that divided you 
from the patricians? And did you not think it enough 
if you obtained these, without aiming at anything 
else? They are now granted to you. Return, then, 
to your country with joy. 

LXXXIV. ‘‘ The assurances which shall confirm 
this agreement and secure to you the performance 
of it shall all be according to law and conformable to 








1 Bovdevoayevors O: BovdAcvaopevors Biicheler, Jacoby. 
a weabe ABa: otecfe Bb. 
3 Gpéyeobe A: dp... cat Ba, dpéyecde Bb. 
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the practice of those who put an end to their en- 
mities. ‘The senate will confirm these arrangements 
by a vote and give the force of law to the conditions 
that shallbe drawn up. But rather let your demands 
be drawn up by you here, and the senate will agree 
to them. That the concessions now made to you 
will stand firm and unchanged and that nothing 
contrary to them shall be carried out later by the 
senate, first, we envoys are your sureties, giving you 
our persons, our lives, and our families as pledges; 
and in the next place, all the other senators who shall 
be named in the decree. For no decree will ever 
be drawn up contrary to the interests of the people 
so long as we oppose it, since we are the leading 
members of the senate and always deliver our opinions 
first. The last assurance we shall give you is that 
in use among all men, both Greeks and barbarians, 
which no lapse of time shall ever overthrow, namely, 
the one which through oaths and treaties makes the 
gods sureties for the performance of agreements. 
Under this assurance many bitter enmities between 
private individuals and many wars that have arisen be- 
tween states have been composed. Come now, aceept 
this assurance also, whether you permit a few of the 
principal members of the senate to give you their 
oaths in the name of their whole body, or think fit 
that all the senators who are named in the decree 
shall swear over the sacrificial victims to maintain 
the agreement inviolable. Do not traduce, Brutus, 
assurances given under the sanction of the gods and 
confirmed by the pledging of hands and by treaties, 


5 NauBdvere Bb: Aap Bavera ABa. 
8 Cobet: emvypadopevous O, Jacoby. 
7 wyvopevas B: yevouevas R. 
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1 Kiessling: xowwov O, Jacoby. 
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nor destroy the noblest of all human institutions; 
and as for you, plebeians, do not permit him to men- 
tion the wicked deeds of impious and tyrannical 
men, deeds far removed from the virtue of the 
Romans. 

LXXXV. “I shall mention one other assurance 
which no man fails to know or questions, and then 
have done. And what is that? It is the assurance 
that introduces the common advantage and preserves 
both parts of the state through their mutual assis- 
tance. ‘This, after all, is the first and only assurance 
that draws us together, and it will never permit us 
to be sundered from each other. For the ignorant 
multitude will always need and never cease to need 
prudent leadership, while the senate, which is capable 
of leadership, will always need multitudes willing to 
be ruled. This we know, not merely as a matter 
of opinion and conjecture, but also by actual 
experience. Why, then, do we terrify and trouble 
one another? Why do we speak evil words when we 
have kindly deeds in our power? Why do we not 
rather open our arms and, embracing one another, 
return to our country to find there our old-time 
enjoyment of the dearest pleasures and the satis- 
faction of a yearning that is sweetest of all, in- 
stead of seeking securities that come to naught 
and faithless assurances, as do the deadliest foes 
who suspect the worst of everything? As for us 
of the senate, plebeians, one assurance suffices, that 
you will never, if you return, behave yourselves 
badly toward us, and that is the knowledge we have 
of your excellent rearing, of your law-abiding habits, 


4 qty B: dpiv R. 5 Sylburg: ypdas O. 
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1 ¢f ye 1 ost, ef 7+ Reiske: ef re AB. 

2 dvayxny is possibly corrupt; Post would make it intelli- 
gible by supplying xpetrrova after éAmidos. 

3 dyafods (or dyafois) Reiske: ayafa O. 

4 éreyelpe. ABa: émiyecpet Bb. 

5 Cobet proposed to delete xai. 
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and of all your other virtues, of which you have given 
many proofs both in peace and in war. And if, as a 
necessary consequence! of this assurance and ex- 

ectation, the contracts should be revised by us 
Jointly, we are confident that in all other respects at 
least you will be good citizens, and we have no need 
of either oaths or hostages or any other assurances 
from the people. However, we shall oppose you in 
nothing you desire. Concerning the matter of 
assurances, then, upon which subject Brutus en- 
deavoured to malign us, this is enough. But if any 
groundless hatred is implanted in your minds, causing 
you to entertain a bad opinion of the senate, I desire 
to speak to that point also, plebeians, and I beg 
of you in the name of the gods to hear me with silence 
and attention. 

LXXXVI. “ A commonwealth resembles in some 
measure a human body. For each of them is com- 
posite and consists of many parts; and no one of 
their parts either has the same function or performs 
the same services as the others. If, now, these 
parts of the human body should be endowed, each for 
itself, with perception and a voice of its own and a 
sedition should then arise among them, all of them 
uniting against the belly alone, and the feet should 
say that the whole body rests on them; the hands, 
that they ply the crafts, secure provisions, fight with 
enemies, and contribute many other advantages 
toward the common good; the shoulders, that they 

1 This is an attempt to get a plausible meaning out of the 
text as it stands, Post would add an adjective and get: 
“because of compulsion too strong for this assurance,” etc. 
It is possible, however, the dvdyxnv (“compulsion”) has 
owed a word meaning “inadequacy,” ‘‘violation,” or the 
ike. 
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bear all the burdens; the mouth, that it speaks; 
the head, that it sees and hears and, compre- 
hending the other senses, possesses all those by 
which the thing is preserved; and then all these 
should say to the belly, ‘And you, good creature, 
which of these things do you do? What return do 
you make and of what use are you to us? Indeed, 
you are so far from doing anything for us or assisting 
us in accomplishing anything useful for the common 
good that you are actually a hindrance and a trouble 
to us and—a thing intolerable—compel us to serve 
you and to bring things to you from everywhere for 
the gratification of your desires. Come now, why 
do we not assert our liberty and free ourselves from 
the many troubles we undergo for the sake of this 
creature?’ If, I say, they should decide upon this 
course and none of the parts should any longer 
perform its office, could the body possibly exist for 
any considerable time, and not rather be destroyed 
within a few days by the worst of all deaths, starva- 
tion? .No one can deny it. Now consider the same 
condition existing in a commonwealth. For this also 
is composed of many classes of people not at all 
resembling one another, every one of which con- 
tributes some particular service to the common 
good, just as its members do to the body. Yor 
some cultivate the fields, some fight against the 
enemy in defence of those fields, others carry on 
much useful trade by sea, and still others ply the 
necessary crafts. If, then, all these different classes 
of people should rise against the senate, which is 


4 ént odd Bb: émi (eet Ba) 7d odd ABa, Jacoby. 
5 ouyxepevny R: ovyvnypéevqv B (2), Jacoby. 
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composed of the best men, and say, ‘As for you, 
senate, what good do you do us, and for what reason 
do you presume to rule over others? Not a thing can 
you name. Well then, shall we not now at last 
free ourselves from this tyranny of yours and live 
without a leader?’ If, I say, they should take this 
resolution and quit their usual employments, what 
will hinder this miserable commonwealth from 
perishing miserably by famine, war and every other 
evil? Learn, therefore, plebeians, that, just as in our 
bodies the belly thus evilly reviled by the multitude 1 
nourishes the body even while it is itself nourished, 
and preserves it while it is preserved itself, and is a 
kind of feast, as it were, provided by joint contribu- 
tions, which as a result of the exchange duly dis- 
tributes that which is beneficial to each and all, 
so in commonwealths the senate, which administers 
the affairs of the public and provides what is expe- 
dient for everyone, preserves, guards, and corrects 
all things. Cease, then, uttering those invidious 
remarks about the senate, to the effect that you have 
been driven out of your country by it and that 
because of it you wander about like vagabonds and 
beggars. For it neither has done you any harm nor 
can do you any, but of its own accord calls you and 
entreats you, and opening all hearts 2 together with 
the gates, is waiting to welcome you.” 

LXXXVII. While? Menenius was thus speaking, 
many and various were the cries uttered by the audi- 

1 Literally, ‘by the many.” But the text is probably 
corrupt. Kayser would read “‘ by the other members.” 

2 Or, following the reading of the early editors, ‘“‘ opening 
its arms.’’ The report concerning the readings of the various 


MSS. is incomplete. 
% For chaps. 87-89 ef, Livy ii. 33, 1-3. 
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ence throughout his whole speech. But when at the 
close of it he had recourse to lamentations, and enu- 
merating the calamities that would befall both those 
who remained in the city and those who were driven 
out of it, bewailed the misfortunes of both, tears flowed 
from the eyes of all and they cried out to him with 
one mind and voice to lead them back to the city 
without waste of time. And they came very near 
quitting the assembly that moment and entrusting 
all their affairs to the envoys without settling any- 
thing else relating to their security. But Brutus, 
coming forward, restrained their eagerness, saying 
that, while in general the promises made by the senate 
were advantageous to the people and he thought it 
proper that the latter should feel very grateful to 
them for those concessions, he nevertheless feared 
the time to come and the tyrannical men who 
might one day if occasion offered, again attempt 
to make the people feel their resentment for what 
they had done. There was one safeguard only, he 
said, for any who were afraid of their superiors, and 
that was for them to be convinced that those who 
desired to injure them had not the power to do so; 
for as long as there was the power to do evil, 
evil men would never lack the will. If, therefore, the 
plebeians could obtain this safeguard, they would 
need nothing more. And Menenius, having replied 
and asked him to name the safeguard he thought the 
people still needed, he said: “ Give us leave to choose 
out of our own body every year a certain number of 


3 edMeiew B(?): eAdciba R. 
4 Sylburg: dejoe O. ee 
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magistrates who shall be invested with no other 
power than to relieve those plebeians to whom any 
injury or violence is offered, and to permit none of 
them to be deprived of their rights. This favour we 
entreat and beg you to add to those you have already 
granted us, if our accommodation is not one in word 
only, but a reality.” 

LXXXVIII. When the people heard these words, 
they cheered Brutus loud and long, and asked the en- 
voys to grant them this also. These, having withdrawn 
from the assembly and conferred briefly, returned 
after a short time. And when silence prevailed, 
Menenius came forward and said: “ This is a matter 
of great moment, plebeians, and one full of strange 
suspicions, and we feel some alarm and concern lest 
we shall form two states in one. However, so far 
as we ourselves are concerned, we do not oppose 
even this request of yours. But grant us this 
privilege, which is also for your own interest. Allow 
some of the envoys to go to the city and inform the 
senate of these matters; for even though we have 
the power from them to conclude the accommodation 
in such a manner as we think fit and may at our own 
discretion make such promises in their name as we 
please, yet we do not think proper to take this. upon 
ourselves, but since a new matter has been unex- 
pectedly proposed to us, we will divest ourselves of 
our own power and refer the matter to the senate. 
However, we are persuaded that the senate will be 
of the same opinion as we are. I, therefore, will 
remain here together with some of the other envoys, 
and Valerius with the rest shall go to the senate.”’ 





1 Sylburg: radra O. 
ty 


DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS 


? / ~ ‘Y A A > f , mY 
3 éddxet Tatra: Kal Kata omovdny dvaBavres ent 
€ 
tovs tmmous 7Aavvov eis Tv moAW ot peédovTes 
SnAwdoew rH Bovdf Ta yevopweva. mpobevrwy Sé 
trav tindtwv Adyov Tots auvedpois, Odadepiov pév 
Hv yrdpn diddvat kal radrynv TH Sypw rHv ydpw- 
"Anmus 6€, domep e& adpxiis jvavtioiro rats 
~ § £ a “a lot Ed , 
diaddayais, Kat tote ex tod davepod dvrédeye 
Bodv kai Beods emipaptupdpevos Kal dowv pédAor 
onéppa xaxa@v Badety tH modtreia spodeywr. 
GAN’ odk eee rods modMods cpyunKdras, Wome 
by 4 A ta Ve ‘a f 
elrov, diaddcacbar thy ardow. yiverar 84 ynjdi- 
F a a e ” oe € / 
opa rijs BovAfs, ra te GAXa Goa ot mpécBers 
dnésxyovTo TH Siw mdvra elvac xdpia, Kat 
4 rv doddAcay iw yreito émtpémew. a0’ oi 
mpéopers Svorxnodpevor TH KaTomw Hepa map- 
floav ent 76 otpardredov Kal ra Sdavra TH Bovdy 
dueoddyoav. peta tobro Mevyviov mapawéoar- 
‘ros tots Snudrais dmooreiAal twas eis tiv mddw 
t e A A A A § 73 al, , A a 
ols 4 Bovdn ra mora Sdcer,) méumerar Aevdxtos 
"lovvios Bpodros, imép ob mpdrepov elpnxa, Kat 
A ? ~ M eA A PA | 35 i *T ir 2 
adv avdt® Mdpxos Aéktos Kat Emdpws "Inidtos. 
T&v b€ mapa ris Bovdfs dduypévwy of pev Hei 
gets ayia Trois rept tov Bpodrov eis riv moAw 
F id ~ ~ 
bméorpepav, "Aypinmas 8€ pera trav doim@v 
/ ~ 
Katéepewev ext tod orpatomédou Siayparbat mrapa~ 
‘ 4 a ~ 
KAnOeis tov vdpov tots Syyortixots Kab’ 6v dmo- 
‘8elEovar tas dpyds. 
~ tea P ~ 
LXXXIX. TH 8 éfis HEPA Taphoav pev ot 
a A 4 4 
mept tov Bpotrov memoumpévor tas mpdos Thy 
* A a ~ 
Bovdjy ovvOjxas Sid ré&v eipnvodidv, obs Ka- 
1 eis rHv mod ols % Bovd} ra mara Sdéca B: ets tiv Bovdny 
ols 7a mora Sdoe R. 


118 


BOOK VI. 88, 3-89, 1 


This was agreed upon, and the persons appointed to 
inform the senate of what had happened took horse 
and rode in all haste to Rome. When the consuls 
had proposed the matter to the senators, Valerius 
expressed the opinion that this favour also should be 
granted to the people. On the other hand, Appius, 
who from the first had opposed the accommodation, 
spoke openly in opposition on this occasion also, 
crying out, calling the gods to witness, and fore- 
telling what seeds of future evils to the common- 
wealth they were about to sow. But he was not able 
to prevail with the majority of the senate, who, as I 
said, were determined to put an end to the sedition. 
Accordingly, a decree of the senate was passed con- 
firming all the promises made by the envoys to the 
people and granting the safeguard they desired. 
The envoys, having transacted this business, returned 
to the camp the next day and made known the 
decision of the senate Thereupon Menenius advised 
the plebeians to send some persons to receive the 
pledges which the senate was to give; and pursuant 
to this, Lucius Junius Brutus, whom I mentioned 
before, was sent, and with him Marcus Decius and 
Spurius Icilius. Of the envoys who had come from 
the senate one half returned to the city with Brutus 
and his associates; but Agrippa with the rest 
remained in the camp, having been asked by the 
plebeians to draw up the law for the creation of their - 
magistrates. 

LXXXIX. The next day Brutus and those who had 
been sent with him returned, having effected the 
agreement with the senate through the arbiters of 
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1 dntidheas Ba: deridders ABb. 
® Kiessling: fovatAdoy A, ovecothor B. 
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peace who are called by the Romans fetiales.1 And 
the people, dividing themselves into the clans of that 
day, or whatever one wishes to term the divisions 
which the Romans call curiae,? chose for their annual 
magistrates the following persons: Lucius Junius 
Brutus and Gaius Sicinius Bellutus, whom they had 
had as their leaders up to that time, and, in addition 
to these, Gaius and Publius Licinius and Gaius 
Visellius Ruga. These five persons were the first 
who received the tribunician power, on the fourth 
day before the ides of December,’ as is the custom 
even to our time. The election being over, the 
envoys of the senate considered that everything 
for which they had been sent was now properly 
settled. But Brutus, calling the plebeians to- 
gether, advised them to render this magistracy 
sacred and inviolable, insuring its security by both 
a law and an oath. This was approved of by all, 
and a law was drawn up by him and his colleagues, 
as follows: ‘‘ Let no one compel a tribune of the - 
people, as if he were an ordinary person, to do 
anything against his will; let no one whip him or 
order another to whip him; and let no one kill him 
or order another to kill him. If anybody shall do 
any one of these things that are forbidden, let him be 
accursed and let his goods be consecrated to Ceres; 
and if anybody shall kill one who has done any of 
these things, let him be guiltless of murder.” And 
to the end that the people might not even in future 


2 Off 16 (Pe 2G filet 2 Lasse 
3 December 10. 
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1 eyydvous ABa: éxydvous Bb. 
® Kayser: emtpéfwvra O, Jacoby. 
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be at liberty to repeal this law, but that it might for- 
ever remain unalterable, it was ordained that all the 
Romans should solemnly swear over the sacrificial 
victims to observe it for all time, both they and their 
posterity; and a prayer was added to the oath that 
the heavenly gods and the divinities of the lower 
world might be propitious to those who observed it, 
and that the displeasure of the gods and divinities 
might be visited upon those who violated it, as being 
guilty of the greatest sacrilege. From this the 
custom arose among the Romans of regarding the 
persons of the tribunes of the people as sacrosanct, 
which custom continues to this day. 

XC. After they had passed this vote they erected 
an altar upon the summit of the mount where they 
had encamped, which they named in their own 
language the altar of Jupiter the Terrifier,) from the 
terror which had possessed them at that time; and 
when they had performed sacrifices to this god and 
had consecrated the place which had received them, 
they returned to the city with the envoys. After this 
they also returned thanks to the gods worshipped in 
the city, and prevailed upon the patricians to pass a 
vote for the confirmation of their new magistracy. 
And having obtained this also, they asked further 
that the senate should allow them to appoint every 
year two plebeians to act as assistants to the tribunes 
in everything the latter should require, to decide 
such causes as the others should refer to them, to 


i No other writer mentions Territor or the like as an 
epithet of Jupiter; but a small marble altar, said to have 
been found in the neighbourhood of Tivoli, bears the 
inscription SaNCTO IOVI TERRITORI saoRvM (C.I.L. XIV. 
3559). 
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1 odx€é®” added by Reiske, ody by Casaubon. 


2 zov added by Kiessling. 
3 sav added by Reiske. 
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have the oversight of public places, both sacred 
and profane, and to see that the market was supplied 
with plenty of provisions. Having obtained this 
concession also from the senate, they chose men 
whom they called assistants and colleagues of the 
tribunes, and judges. Now, however, they are called 
in their own language, from one of their functions, 
overseers of sacred places or aediles,! and their power 
is no longer subordinate to that of other magistrates, 
as formerly; but many affairs of great importance 
are intrusted to them, and in most respects they 
resemble more or less the agoranomoi or “ market- 
overseers ’’ among the Greeks. 

XCI. When? affairs had been settled and the 
commonwealth restored to its former state, an army 
was raised by the generals against their foreign foes, 
as the people now displayed great alacrity and in a 
short time got everything ready that was necessary 
for the war. The consuls having drawn lots for their 
official duties according to custom, Spurius Cassius, 
to whom the oversight of affairs in the city fell, 
remained at home, retaining a sufficient part of 
the forces which had been raised, while Postumus 
Cominius took the field with the rest of the army, 
consisting of not only an adequate part of the Romans 
themselves but also no small auxiliary force of Latins. 
And deciding to attack the Volscians first, he took 
a city of theirs called Longula at the first assault, 
though the inhabitants undertook to make some 
show of bravery and sent some forces into the field 
in hopes of holding back the enemy; but these were 


1 Cf. Varro, L.L. v. 81: aedilis qui aedis sacras et privatas 
procuraret. 2 Cf. Livy ii. 38, 4£. 
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1 drodettapevwy O: Stampagapevew Jacoby. 
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put to shameful flight before they had performed 
any brilliant action and did not display the least 
courage even during the assault on their walls. At 
all events the Romans in one day not only possessed 
themselves of their country without effort, but also 
took their city by storm without much difficulty. 
The Roman general permitted the soldiers to divide 
all the goods left in the city, and then, leaving a 
garrison there, led his army against another city of 
the Volscians called Polusea, not far distant from 
Longula. When none dared to oppose him, he 
marched through the country with great ease and 
assaulted the walls; and then, some of the soldiers 
forcing open the gates and others scaling the walls, 
they made themselves masters of this city also that 
same day. After the consul had taken the city he 
chose out a few of the inhabitants who had been the 
authors of the revolt and put them to death; and 
having punished the rest by taking away their effects 
and disarmed them, he obliged them to be subjects 
of the Romans for the future. 

XCII. He? left in this city also a small part of the 
army as a garrison, and the next day marched with 
the rest to Corioli, a city of very great note and the 
mother-city, so to speak, of the Volscians. Here a 
strong force had been assembled, the walls were not 
easy to be taken, and everything necessary for war 
had been prepared long before by the inhabitants. 
The consul undertook to storm the walls and per- 
sisted in his efforts till late in the afternoon, but was 


1 For chaps. 92-94, 3, ef. Livy ii. 33, 5-9. 
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repulsed by the enemy after he had lost many of his 
men. The next day he got ready battering rams, 
mantlets, and scaling-ladders and was preparing to 
make an attempt against the city with his entire 
forces; but learning that the Antiates were planning 
to come with a large force to the assistance of the 
Coriolani because of their kinship with them, and 
that those chosen to make the expedition were already 
upon the march, he divided his army and determined 
to continue the assault on the city with one half of it, 
leaving Titus Larcius in command, and with the other 
half to stop the advance of the approaching force. 
Thus two actions took place on the same day, and the 
Romans gained the victory in both, as all of them 
fought with great ardour and one man in particular 
displayed incredible bravery and performed deeds 
that beggar description. This man was of patrician 
rank and of no obscure lineage, Gaius Marcius by 
name; he was sober and restrained in his private 
life and had the spirit of a freeman in full measure. 
The circumstances of the two actions were as follows: 
Larcius, having marched out of the camp with his 
army at break of day, advanced to the walls of 
Corioli and assaulted the city in many places. 
The Coriolani, for their part, elated by their expecta- 
tion of aid from the Antiates, which they were con- 
vinced would soon reach them, opened all their gates 
and made a general sally against the enemy. The 
Romans sustained their first attack and wounded 
many of those who engaged them, but later, as the 
number of the assailants increased, they were forced 
down hill and gave way. Marcius, whom I mentioned 
before, upon seeing this, stood his ground with a few 
followers and awaited the solid mass of the enemy 
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as they attacked. When he had struck down many 
of them and the rest gave way and fled toward the 
city, he followed, slaying, one after another, all who 
came within reach, and calling out without inter- 
mission to those of his own men who fled to face 
about, to take courage, and to follow him. These, 
ashamed of their behaviour, rallied and pressed 
hard upon their opponents, smiting and pursuing 
them; and in a short time they had all routed 
their antagonists and were attacking.the walls of 
the city. Marcius, exposing himself now with 
greater boldness, kept advancing farther and farther, 
and coming to the very gates, entered along with 
those who were fleeing inside the walls. And when 
many others also forced their way inside with him, 
there ensued a great slaughter on both sides in many 
parts of the city, some fighting in the streets and 
others in defence of the houses that were being taken. 
Even women assisted the inhabitants in their struggle 
by hurling down tiles upon the enemy from the 
roofs; and everyone according to his strength and 
power bravely defended his native city. However, 
they did not hold out long against these perils, but 
were obliged to surrender to the conquerors. The 
city having been taken in this manner, most of the 
Romans turned to plundering the property found 
there, and continued for a long time intent on the 
booty, as there was a large quantity of money and a 
great number of slaves in the place. 

XCIII. But Marcius, who had been the first and 


4 éxdorw tts O: Exdotors Biicheler, 
5 Sylburg: éycatadapbevTwy O, 
6 év TH xwpliw B: om. R, 
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only man to sustain the shock of the enemy and had 
distinguished himself above all the Romans both in 
the storming of the city and in the struggles which 
took place inside the walls, gained greater distinction 
in the second battle, which was fought against the 
Antiates. For he resolved not to be absent from this 
action either, but as soon as the city was captured, 
he took with him the small number of men who were 
able to follow him, and advancing at a run, found 
the two armies already drawn up and on the point 
of engaging. He was the first to inform the Romans 
of the capture of the city, and as a proof of it showed 
them the smoke which was rising in great volume 
from the houses that had been set on fire. And having 
obtained leave of the consul, he drew up his men in a 
compact body opposite the strongest force of the 
enemy. As soonas the battle signals were raised, he 
was the first to come to grips with his opponents, 
and having killed many of those he encountered, he 
forced his way into the midst of their ranks. The 
Antiates no longer ventured to engage him hand to 
hand, but leaving their ranks where he attacked, they 
surrounded him in a body, and retreating as he ad- 
vanced and pursued them, they assailed him with 
their missiles. Postumus, being informed of this and 
fearing lest the man, thus isolated, might meet with 
some disaster, sent the bravest of the youth to his 
relief. These, doubling their files, charged the 
enemy ; and when the first line failed to sustain their 
charge, but turned to flight, they pressed forward 
and found Marcius covered with wounds and saw 





3 eiheiro Bb: éAirrec A, ederre Ba. 
- 4 TIéoropos Cary, Iidcroupos Kiessling, Jacoby: mocrovjuos 
O (and similarly below). 

5 Portus: vroywpotvres O. 
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1 Sylburg: avrods O, 
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many lying round him, some dead and others dying. 
Thereupon they advanced together under Marcius as 
leader against those of the enemy who still kept their 
ranks, killing all who made any resistance and treating 
them like slaves. Though all the Romans displayed 
notable valour in this action, and the bravest of them 
were those who defended Marcius, yet brave beyond 
all the rest was Marcius himself, who was without 
any doubt the chief cause of the victory. When at 
last it grew dark, the Romans retired to their camp 
greatly exulting in their victory, having killed many 
of the Antiates and carrying with them a great 
number of prisoners. 

XCIV. The next day Postumus, having assembled 
the army, spoke at length in praise of Marcius and 
crowned him with the crowns of valour, as rewards 
for his behaviour in both the actions. He also 
presented him with a war-horse adorned with the 
trappings belonging to that of a general, together 
with ten captives, leaving it to him to take such as he 
wished, and also as much silver as he could carry 
away himself, and many other fine first-fruits of the 
booty. When all raised a great shout in token 
of their approval and congratulation, Marcius came 
forward and said that he was very grateful both 
to the consul and to all the others for the honours of 
which they held him worthy; however, he would not 
avail himself of them all, but would be content with 
the horse, for the sake of the splendid trappings, 
and with one captive, who chanced to be a personal 
friend of his. The soldiers, who even before this 





2 dvappirddyws R: avapdiBordws B. 


3 qoAAais kai B: om. R. 
4 peyadny B: om. R. 
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had admired the man for his valour, now marvelled at 
him still more for his contempt of riches and for his 
moderation in such good fortune. From this action 
he was surnamed Coriolanus and became the most 
illustrious man of his age. Such having been the 
outcome of the battle with the Antiates, the rest of the 
Volscian cities proceeded to give up their hostility to 
the Romans; and all who had sympathized with them, 
both those already in arms and those making their 
preparations for war, refrained. Postumus treated 
them all with moderation, and then, returning 
home, disbanded the army. 

Cassius, the other consul, who had been left at 
Rome, in the mean time consecrated the temple 
of Ceres, Liber and Libera, which stands at the end 
of the Circus Maximus, being erected directly above 
the starting-places.1_ Aulus Postumius the dictator 
had made a vow, when he was on the point of engag- 
ing the army of the Latins,? to dedicate it to the gods 
in the name of the commonwealth, and the senate 
after the victory having decreed that this temple 
should be built entirely out of the spoils, the work was 
now completed. 

XCV. At? the same time, a new treaty of peace and 
friendship was made with all the Latin cities, and 
confirmed by oaths, inasmuch as they had not at- 
tempted to create any disturbance during the sedition, 
had openly rejoiced at the return of the populace, 
and seemed to have been prompt in assisting the 
Romans against those who had revolted from them. 


1 The exact site of this temple is not known, but it pre- 
sumably stood on the slope of the Aventine, 

2 See vi. 17, 2 ff. 

3 Cf. Livy ii. 33, 4. 
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1 zoAepiovs O: woAgpous Jacoby. 
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The provisions of the treaty were as follows: ‘“ Let 
there be peace between the Romans and all the Latin 
cities as long as the heavens and the earth shall 
remain where they are. Let them neither make 
war upon one another themselves nor bring in foreign 
enemies nor grant a safe passage to those who shall 
make war upon either. Let them assist one another, 
when warred upon, with all their forces, and let each 
have an equal share of the spoils and booty taken in 
their common wars. Let suits relating to private 
contracts be determined within ten days, and in 
the nation where the contract was made. And let 
it not be permitted to add anything to, or take 
anything away from these treaties except by the 
consent both of the Romans and of all the Latins.” 
This was the treaty entered into by the Romans 
and the Latins and confirmed by their oaths sworn 
over the sacrificial victims. The senate also voted 
to offer sacrifices to the gods in thanksgiving for 
their reconciliation with the populace, and added 
one day to the Latin festival,! as it was called, 
which previously had been celebrated for two days, 
The first day had been set apart as holy by Tar- 
quinius when he conquered the Tyrrhenians; the 
second the people added after they had freed the 
commonwealth by the expulsion of the kings; and 
to these the third was now added because of the 
return of the seceders. The superintendence and 
oversight of the sacrifices and games performed 
during this festival was committed to the tribunes’ 
assistants, who held, as I said,? the magistracy now 
called the aedileship; and they were honoured by 


1 Feriae Latinae. 
2 In chap. 90, 3. 
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Sea Cary: én’ O, && Kiessling, Jacoby. 
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the senate with a purple robe, an ivory chair, and 
the other insignia that the kings had had. 

XCVI. Not! long after this festival Menenius 
Agrippa, one of the ex-consuls, died. It was he who 
had overcome the Sabines and had celebrated a most 
notable triumph for that victory; and it was through 
his persuasion that the senate had allowed the 
seceders to return and that the populace, because 
of their confidence in him, had given up their arms. 
He was buried at the expense of the public and 
his funeral was the most honourable and the most 
splendid that has fallen to any man. His estate, it 
seems, was not sufficient to defray the expense of a 
magnificent funeral and burial, so that even the 
guardians of his children resolved after consultation 
to carry him out of the city and bury him like any 
ordinary person at little expense. This, however, 
the people would not permit; but the tribunes, 
having assembled them and paid lengthy tributes 
to the achievements of Agrippa in both war and 
peace, lauding to the highest degree his modera- 
tion and his frugal manner of life, and, above 
all, his refraining from amassing riches, said it 
would be the most dishonourable thing imaginable 
that such a man should be buried in an obscure 
and humble manner by reason of his poverty; and 
they advised the people to take the expense of 
his funeral upon themselves and every man to 
contribute towards it such an amount as they, the 
tribunes, should assess. His audience gladly heard 
this proposal, and when each man had presently 
contributed the amount he was assessed, a large 
sum was collected. The senate, being informed 


1 Of, Livy ii. 33, 10f. 
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1 The sentence appears to be seriously corrupt; we should 
expect something like tmép évdexa modArray pupiddas trav 


Tysnoanevwr. Jacoby retained the reading of the MSS.; 
Sylburg proposed woAcrd@y for mdvra. 
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of this, was ashamed of the business and resolved 
not to allow the most illustrious of all the Romans 
to be buried by private contributions, but thought 
it fitting that the expense should be defrayed 
from the public funds; and it entrusted the care 
of the matter to the quaestors.1 These let the 
contract for the furnishing of his funeral for a very 
large sum of money; and having arrayed his body in 
the most sumptuous manner, and furnished every-. 
thing else that could tend to magnificence, they 
buried him in a manner worthy of his virtue. There- 
upon the people, in emulation of the senate, refused 
on their part to receive back the sum they had con- 
tributed, when the quaestors offered to return it, 
but presented it to the children of the deceased in 
compassion for their poverty and to prevent them 
from engaging in any pursuits unworthy of their 
father’s virtue. There was also a census taken at 
this time by the consuls, according to which the 
number of the citizens who registered was found to 
amount to more than 110,000. 

These were the acts of the Romans in this con- 
sulship. 


1 Livy, Lc., knows naught of this action by the senate. 
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3 wera R: wepi B. 
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I. After! Titus Geganius Macerinus and Publius 
Minucius had entered upon their consulship, Rome 
suffered from a great scarcity of corn, which had its 
origin in the secession. For the populace seceded from 
the patricians after the autumnal equinox, just about 
the beginning of seed-time, and the husbandmen 
left their farms at the time of this uprising and 
divided, the more prosperous joining the patricians, 
while the labourers went over to the plebeians; and 
from that time the two classes remained aloof from 
each other till the commonwealth was composed and 
reunited, the reconciliation being effected not long 
before the winter solstice. During that interval, 
which is the season in which all planting of corn is 
best done, the land was destitute of people to cul- 
tivate it, and remained so for a long time. So that 
even when the husbandmen returned, it was no 


1 Cf. Livy ii. 34, 1-3. 
5 edruxéorepo. Capps: evyepéatepor O, evdyevéorepot Cmg, 
XEoTEp Pp XEPETTEp' Pp : 


xapteorepot Sintenis. 
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1 roots B: moAdjs R 
2 Sveéumero mpos Rh: Shireen els B. 
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longer easy for them to bring it back under cultiva- 
tion, inasmuch as it had suffered both from the 
desertion of slaves and the loss of animals with which 
they were to cultivate it, and as few of the husband- 
men had any store of grain on hand for the next year 
for either seed or food. ‘The senate, being informed 
of this, sent ambassadors to the Tyrrhenians and to 
the Campanians and also to the Pomptine plain, as it 
is called, to buy up all the corn they could, while 
Publius Valerius and Lucius Geganius were sent to 
Sicily; Valerius was a son of Publicola, and Geganius 
was brother to one of the consuls. Tyrants ruled 
in the various cities at that time, and the most 
illustrious was Gelon, the son of Deinomenes, who 
had lately succeeded to the tyranny of Hippoc- 
rates,—not Dionysius of Syracuse, as Licinius and 
Gellius and many others of the Roman historians 
have stated, without having made any careful 
investigation of the dates involved, as the facts show 
of themselves, but rashly relating the first account that 
offered itself. For the embassy appointed to go to 
Sicily set sail in the second year of the seventy- 
second Olympiad,? when Hybrilides was archon at 
Athens, seventeen years after the expulsion of the 
kings, as these and almost all the other historians 
agree; whereas Dionysius the Elder, having made 
an uprising against the Syracusans in the eighty- 
fifth year after this, possessed himself of the tyranny 
in the third year of the ninety-third Olympiad,? 

1 Gelon became tyrant of Gela in 491, and from 485 to his 
death in 478 was tyrant of Syracuse. 

2 490 B.c. 5 405 B.c. He reigned from 405 to 367. 


* rod adeAdod after ‘Immoxpdrous deleted by Cobet. 
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Callias, the successor of Antigenes, being then 
archon at Athens. Now an error of a few years 
in their dates might be allowed to historians who 
are composing works dealing with ancient events 
extending over many years, but a deviation from the 
truth by two or three entire generations would not be 
permissible. But it is probable that the first writer 
to record this event in his annals—whom all the rest 
then followed—finding in the ancient records only 
this, that ambassadors were sent under these consuls 
to Sicily to buy corn and returned from thence with 
the present of corn which the tyrant had given them, 
did not proceed further to discover from the Greek 
historians who was tyrant of Sicily at that time, 
but without examination and at random set down 
Dionysius. 

II, The ambassadors who were sailing to Sicily, 
having met with a storm at sea and being obliged 
to sail round the island, were a long time in reaching 
the tyrant; then, after spending the winter season 
there, they returned to Italy in ! the summer bringing 
with them a great quantity of provisions. But those 
who had been sent to the Pomptine plain came very 
near being put to death by the Volscians as spies, 
the Roman exiles having accused them of being such. 
And having with very great difficulty been able to 
escape with their lives, through the zealous efforts 
of their personal friends there, they returned to 
Rome without their funds and without having effected 
anything. The same fate happened to those who 


1 This is the conjecture of Gelenius; the MSS. have “ after.’ 





‘ xara Gelenius: pera B, Jacoby, pera 76 R. 
5 iStotévwv R: iSiwv Edvav B. 
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* Kiessling: éxaAeiro O, Jacoby. 
4 
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éentxAnow B: «Ajaw AC, Suidas. 
eis A, Suidas: pos B, om. Cobet. 
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went to Cumae.t For many Roman exiles who had 
escaped with Tarquinius from the last battle, and 
were now residing in that city, at first endeavoured to 
prevail upon the tyrant to deliver up the ambassadors 
to them to be put to death; and when they failed to 
gain this request, they asked that they might detain 
their persons as pledges till they should receive 
from the city that had sent them their own fortunes, 
which they declared had been unjustly confiscated 
by the Romans; and they thought it proper that the 
tyrant should be the judge of their cause. ‘The 
tyrant of Cumae at that time was Aristodemus, the 
son of Aristocrates, a man of no obscure birth, who 
was called by the citizens Malacus or “ Effeminate ”— 
a nickname which in time came to be better known 
than his own name—either because when a boy he 
was effeminate and allowed himself to be treated 
as a woman, as some relate, or because he was of a 
mild nature and slow to anger, as others state. 
It seems to me that it is not out of place to interrupt 
my account of Roman affairs at this point for a short 
time in order to relate briefly what opportunities 
he had to seek the tyranny, by what methods he 
attained to it, how he conducted the government, 
and to what end he came. 
III. In the sixty-fourth Olympiad, when Miltiades 
1 Literally, “the Italian Cymé,”’ so designated to distin- 
guish it from one or more other cities bearing the same name. 
Cumae was reputed to have been founded by colonists from 
Chalcis and Eretria in Euboea (cf. chap. 3). But the name 
was evidently given in honour of the native city of a part at 
least of its founders, and it is probable that that city was 
Cymé near Chalcis, a place that was early a with Chalcis, 
losing its separate identity. As a result, the better-known 
Cymé on the coast of Asia Minor was sometimes given the 
credit of having sent out this colony. 
I51 


DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS 


dpxovros “AOymor Muariddou Kipny ri ev 
*Omois ‘EMyvida wéAw, jv *Eperpucts re Kal 
Xahkideis Exrvoav, Tuppyvdv of wept rév *Iévov 
KéArrov Karotkobyres éxeibév & bad tav KeATrov 
> , A fe ‘ 4 2 ~ > f 
eLedabévres adv xpovy, Kat ody adrots ’OuBpucol 
te kat Aadvor kat ovyvol trav dw BapBdpwv 
emexeipnoay dvedelv oddepiay exovres eimeiv mpd- 
gaow Tob picovs Sikaiav ori yu) Tv eddaypoviay 
Tijs médkews. Fv yap Kuipn nar’ éxetvous rods 

t , 5 Sag A yh Ab 5X Xr tt. 
Xpovous meptBdnros ava zy “IraAtay GAnv mAovTov 
Te Kai Suvduews evena kal trav Grwv ayabev 
yiv te Kxaréyovoa ris Kaynavav mediddos THY 
moAvkaprordrny Kai Ayevwr Kpatotoa trav mepl 
Muonvov emixapotdrwy. rovrots émtBovAedcavres 
tots ayabois oi BépBapo otparevovow én’ adbriy, 
meCot prev odk eAdtTous TevrijKovra pupiddwr, 
immets Sé Svelv yudtddwy dmodéovres elvar S10- 
pup. éeotparonedevkdat 8 adrois od paxpdy 
dno ris ToAews tépas yiverat Bavpaordv, oloy ev 
oddevi xpdvw puvnyovederar yevopevov ot’ ‘EA- 

19 UA ft ~ ia) 59 ¢ A 1 
Addos ore BapBdpov ys otdapdbe. of yap 

~ f 

mapa 7a oTpatémeda péovres atr&v morapol, 

7 ~ wy £ ~ ’ € é bas 
OdodAroipvos évopa Batépw, rH 8 érépw Trcurs, 
> ta A Ly , ne A > zr ‘ 
adévres Tas Kara gvow ddovs dvéorpefay ra 
vapara Kal péypt wodXod Suerékecav amd Tadv 
oroparwr ? dvaxwpotvres emi tas mnyds. Tobro 
karapabdvres ot Kupator rére eOdppnoav dpdce 
tois BapBdpots xwpetv ais tod Satpoviov tamewe 
pev raxeivwy petewpa Orjoovros, tymAd Sé ra 
Soxotvra elvar of&y tamewd. veiwavres 5 thy 

“1 yap added by Reiske. 
2 cropatwv B: oropiwy R. 

152 


BOOK VII. 3, 1-4 


was archon at Athens,! the Tyrrhenians who had 
inhabited the country lying near the Ionian Gulf, 
but had been driven from thence in the course of 
time by the Gauls, joined themselves to the Umbrians, 
Daunians, and many other barbarians, and undertook 
to overthrow Cumae, the Greek city in the country 
of the Opicans founded by Eretrians and Chalcidians, 
though they could allege no other just ground for 
their animosity than the prosperity of the city: 
For Cumae was at that time celebrated throughout 
all Italy for its riches, power, and all the other 
advantages, as it possessed the most fertile part of 
the Campanian plain and was mistress of the most 
convenient havens round about Misenum. The 
barbarians, accordingly, forming designs upon these 
advantages, marched against this city with an army 
consisting of no less than 500,000 foot and 18,000 
horse. While they lay encamped not far from the 
city, a remarkable prodigy appeared to them, the 
like of which is not recorded as ever having happened 
anywhere in either the Greek or the barbarian world. 
The rivers, namely, which ran near their camp, one 
of which is called the Volturnus and the other the 
Glanis,? leaving their natural channels, turned their 
streams backwards and for a long time continued to 
run up from their mouths toward their sources. The 
Cumaeans, being informed of this prodigy, were then 
at last encouraged to engage with the barbarians, in 
the assurance that Heaven designed to bring low 
the lofty eminence of their foes and to raise their 
own fortunes, which seemed at low ebb. And having 


1 5624/3 wc. 
2 The Adriatic; cf. i. 10, 1 and note; i. 18, 3. 
3 The name usually appears as Clanius. 
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divided all their youth into three bodies, with one of 
these they defended the city, with another they 
guarded their ships, and the third they drew up 
before the walls to await the enemy’s attack. These 
consisted of 600 horse and of 4500 foot. And though 
so few in number, they sustained the attack of so 
many myriads. 

IV. When the barbarians learned that they were 
ready to fight, they uttered their war-cry and came 
to close quarters, in the barbarian fashion, without 
any order, the horse and foot intermingled, in the 
expectation of utterly annihilating them. The place 
before the city where they engaged was a narrow 
defile surrounded by mountains and lakes, a terrain 
favourable to the valour of the Cumaeans and 
unfavourable to the multitude of the barbarians. 
For they were knocked down and trampled upon by 
one another in many parts of the field, but parti- 
cularly around the marshy edges of the lake, so that 
the greater part of them were destroyed by their 
own forces without even engaging the battle-line of 
the Greeks. Thus their huge army of foot defeated 
itself, and without performing any brave action 
dispersed and fled in every direction. The horse, 
however, engaged and gave the Greeks great 
trouble; yet being unable to surround their enemies 
by reason of the narrow space, and Heaven also ren- 
dering the Greeks some assistance with lightning, 
rain and thunder, they were seized with fear and 
turned to flight. In this action all the Cumaean 
horse fought brilliantly, and they were allowed to have 


2 Eduyer A; Efevyev R. 
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been the chief cause of the victory ; but Aristodemus, 
nicknamed Malacus, distinguished himself above all 
the rest, for he alone sustained the attack of the 
enemy and slew their general as well as many other 
brave men. When the war was at an end and 
the Cumaeans had offered sacrifices to the gods in 
thanksgiving for their victory and had given a 
splendid burial to those who had been slain in the 
battle, they fell into great strife concerning the 
prize for valour, disputing to whom they ought to 
award the first crown. For the impartial judges 
wished to bestow this honour upon Aristodemus, 
and the people were all on his side; but the men in 
power desired to confer it upon Hippomedon, the 
commander of the horse, and the whole senate 
championed his cause. The Cumaeans were at that 
time governed by an aristocracy, and the people 
were not in control of many matters. And when a 
sedition arose because of this strife, the older men, 
fearing that the rivalry might proceed to arms and 
bloodshed, prevailed on both parties to consent that 
each of the men should receive equal honours. 
From this beginning Aristodemus became a champion 
of the people, and having cultivated proficiency in 
political oratory, he seduced the mob by his harangues, 
improved their condition by popular measures, 
exposed the powerful men who were appropriating 
the public property, and relieved many of the poor 
with his own money. By this means he became 
both odious and formidable to the leading men of 
the aristocracy. 

V. In the twentieth year after the engagement 


4 nevarwv B: modiray A. 
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with the barbarians ambassadors from the Aricians 
came to the Cumaeans with the tokens of suppliants 
to beg their assistance against the Tyrrhenians who 
were making war upon them. For, as I related in 
an earlier book,! Porsena, king of the Tyrrhenians, 
after making peace with Rome, had sent out his son 
Arruns with one half of the army when the youth 
desired to acquire a dominion for himself. Arruns, 
then, at the time in question was besieging the 
Aricians, whom he had forced to take refuge inside 
their walls, and he expected to capture the city 
soon by famine. When this embassy arrived, the 
leading men of the aristocracy, who hated Aristo- 
demus and feared he might do some harm to the 
established government, thought they had got a 
very fine opportunity to get rid of him under a 
specious pretence. They accordingly persuaded the 
people to send two thousand men to the aid of the 
Aricians and appointed Aristodemus as general, 
ostensibly because of his brilliant military achieve- 
ments; after which they took such measures as 
they supposed would result in his either being 
destroyed in battle by the Tyrrhenians or perishing 
at sea. For being empowered by the senate to raise 
the forces that were to be sent as auxiliaries, they 
enrolled no men of distinction or reputation, but 
choosing out the poorest and the most unprincipled 
of the common people from whom they were under 
continual apprehension of some uprisings, they 
made up out of these the complement of men who 
were to be sent upon the expedition. And launching 
ten old ships that were most unseaworthy and were 


1 v. 36, Lf. 
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commanded by the poorest of the Cumaeans, they 
embarked the forces on board these ships, threatening 
with death anyone who should fail to enlist. 

VI. Aristodemus, merely remarking that he was 
not ignorant of the purpose of his enemies, namely, 
that in word they were sending him to the assistance 
of the Aricians, but in fact to manifest destruction, 
accepted the command, and hastily setting sail with 
the ambassadors of the Aricians, and accomplishing 
the voyage over the intervening sea with great 
difficulty and danger, came to anchor at points along 
the coast nearest to Aricia. And leaving a sufficient 
number of men on board to guard the ships, on the 
first night he made the march, which was not a long 
one, from the sea to the city and appeared 
unexpectedly to the inhabitants at dawn. Then, 
encamping near the city and persuading the citizens 
who had fled for refuge inside the walls to come out 
into the open, he promptly challenged the Tyrrhe- 
nians to battle. And a sharp engagement ensuing, 
the Aricians after a very short resistance all gave 
way and again fled inside the walls. But Aristodemus 
with a small body of chosen Cumaeans sustained 
the united shock of the enemy, and having slain the 
general of the Tyrrhenians with his own hand, put 
the rest to flight and gained the most glorious of all 
victories. After he had performed these achieve- 
ments and been honoured with many presents by 
the Aricians, he sailed home immediately, desiring 
to be himself the messenger to the Cumaeans of his 





1 yevopévov 8 é€x mapardéews aydvos ACh: yevouevys 8€ 
mapardfews Kai aydvos R. 
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= emayyeMopevery R: 5 emayyethapevary B, Jacoby. 
3 émpyeto B: banydyero R, émnyayeto Gelenius. 


162 


BOOK VII. 6, 3-7, 1 


victory. He was followed by a great number of 
merchantmen belonging to the Aricians, laden with 
the spoils and prisoners taken from the Tyrrhenians. 
When they arrived near Cumae, he brought his 
ships to shore, and assembling his army, inveighed 
vehemently against the chief men of the city and 
bestowed many praises upon the soldiers who had 
distinguished themselves in the battle; and having 
given money to every one of them man by man and 
a at the joint disposal of all of them the presents 
e had received from the Aricians, he asked that 
they should remember these favours when they 
returned home, and if he should be threatened with 
any danger from the oligarchy, that every one of 
them should assist him to the utmost of his power. 
Then, when all acknowledged themselves to be under 
great obligations to him, not only for their unexpected 
preservation which they owed to him, but also for 
their not returning home with empty hands, and 
promised to sacrifice their own lives sooner than to 
abandon him to his enemies, he commended them 
and dismissed the assembly. After this he called 
into his tent those among them who were the most 
unprincipled and the most daring in action, and by 
means of largesses, fair words,and hopes which seduce 
all men, he bribed them in readiness to assist him in 
overthrowing the established government. 

VII. After he had secured these men as his 
assistants and participants with him in the struggle, 
and had acquainted each one with the part he was to 
play, and furthermore had set at liberty without 
ransom all the prisoners he was bringing along, in 
order to gain their goodwill also, he sailed with his 
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ships decked out into the harbours of Cumae. When 
the soldiers disembarked, they were met by their 
fathers and mothers and all the rest of their kinsmen, 
their children and their wedded wives, who embraced 
them with tears and kisses and called each of them 
by the most endearing terms. And all the other 
citizens, receiving the general with joy and applause, 
conducted him to his house. But the chief men of the 
city, particularly those who had given him the 
command and concerted the other measures for his 
destruction, were vexed at these manifestations and 
felt sinister apprehensions regarding the future. 
Aristodemus allowed a few days to pass, during 
which he performed his vows to the gods and 
waited for the merchantmen that were late in arriving, 
and then, when the proper time came, he said he 
desired to give the senate an account of the cir- 
cumstances of the battle and to show them the spoils 
taken in the war. Then, the authorities having 
assembled in great numbers, he came forward and 
made a speech, in which he related everything that 
had happened in the battle; and while he was 
speaking, the accomplices in the plot with whom he 
had arranged matters rushed into the senate-house 
in a body with swords under their garments and 
killed all the members of the aristocracy. There- 
upon there ensued a flight of those who were in the 
forum and a rush of some to their houses and of 
others away from the city, except of such as were 
privy to the conspiracy; the latter in the mean time 
captured the citadel, the dockyards, and the strong 





1 éyévero added here by Sintenis, after duy7 5° by Jacoby; 
éyivero added here by Grasberger. 
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places of the city. The following night he released 
from the prisons all who were under sentence of 
death, of whom there were many, and arming them 
together with his friends, among whom were the 
Tyrrhenian prisoners, he formed out of these a body- 
guard for himself. When it was day, he assembled 
the people and after inveighing at length against 
the citizens who had been put to death by his orders, 
he said that those men, having often sought his life, 
had been justly punished by him, but that, as for 
the rest of the citizens, he had come to give them 
liberty, equal rights of speech, and many other 
advantages. 

VIII. When he had said this and thereby filled 
all the common people with wonderful hopes, he 
established two institutions which are the worst of all 
human institutions and the prologues to every 
tyranny—a redistribution of the land and an abolition 
of debts. He promised that he would take upon 
himself the care of both these matters if he were 
appointed general with absolute power till the public 
tranquillity should besecured and they had established 
a democratic constitution. When the common 
people and the unprincipled rabble gladly accepted 
the proposal to pillage the goods of other men, 
Aristodemus conferred upon himself the supreme 
command, and proposed another measure by which 
he deceived them and deprived them all of their 
liberty. For pretending to suspect that the rich 
would raise disturbances and insurrections against 
the common people on account of the redistribution 
of the land and the abolition of debts, he said the only 
means he could think of to prevent a civil war and the 
slaughter of citizens and to guard against these 
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miseries before they happened, was for all of them to 
bring the arms out of their houses and to conse- 
crate them to the gods, in order that they might make 
use of them against foreign enemies who should attack 
them, whenever the necessity should arise, and not 
against one another, and that in the mean time they 
would be suitably placed in the keeping of the 
gods. When they agreed to this also, he disarmed all 
the Cumaeans that very day, and during the following 
days he searched their houses, where he put to death 
many worthy citizens, alleging that they had not pro- 
duced all their arms for the gods. After this he 
strengthened his tyranny by three sorts of guards. 
The first consisted of the filthiest and the most 
unprincipled of the citizens, by whose aid he had 
overthrown the aristocracy; the second, of the most 
impious slaves, whom he himself had freed for having 
killed their masters; and the third, a mercenary 
force, consisting of the most savage barbarians, 
who amounted to no fewer than two thousand and 
were far better soldiers than any of the rest. He 
destroyed the statues of those he had put to death in 
all places both sacred and profane and set up his own 
in their stead; and seizing their houses and lands and 
the rest of their fortunes, he reserved for himself 
the gold and silver and everything else that was 
worthy of a tyrant, and divided the remainder among 
those who had aided him in gaining his power. But 
the most numerous and the largest gifts he made to 


4 ze kal movnpordrwy O, but added in margin by Bb: 
deleted by Jacoby. 

5 anéxrewvev B: dméxrewav R. 
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the slaves who had killed their masters. Thereupon 
these insisted also on marrying the wives and 
daughters of their late masters, 

IX. At first he paid no attention to the male 
children of those who had been put to death, but 
afterwards, either at the direction of some oracle or 
influenced also by the reflection he might naturally 
make, that in them no small danger was being secretly 
reared up against him, he resolved to destroy them 
allin one day. But at the earnest entreaties of all 
the men with whom the children’s mothers were 
living and the children themselves were being brought 
up, since he wished to grant them this favour also, he 
saved them from death, contrary to his intention, 
Taking precautions, however, against them, lest 
they should combine together and conspire against 
his tyranny, he ordered them all to depart from the 
city and to live in the country dispersed here and 
there, receiving instruction in no profession or 
branch of learning becoming to the children of free- 
men, but tending flocks and performing the other 
labours of the husbandman; and he threatened with 
death anyone of them who should be found in the city. 
These children, accordingly, forsaking the houses of 
their fathers, were brought up in the country like 
slaves, serving the murderers of their fathers. And 
to the end that no noble or manly spirit might spring 
up in any of the rest of the citizens, he resolved to 
make effeminate by means of their upbringing all the 
youths who were being reared in the city, and with 
that view he suppressed the gymnasiums and the 
practice of arms and changed the manner of life 
previously followed by the children. For he ordered 
the boys to wear their hair long like the girls, to 
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adorn it with flowers, to keep it curled and to bind 
up the tresses with hair-nets, to wear embroidered 
robes that reached down to their feet, and, over these, 
thin and soft mantles, and to pass their lives in the 
shade. And when they went to the schools kept by 
dancing-masters, flute-players and others who, like 
these, pay court to the Muses, their governesses 
attended them, taking along parasols and fans; 
and these women bathed them, carrying into the 
baths combs, alabaster pots filled with perfumes, and 
looking-glasses. By such training he continued to 
enervate the youth till they had completed their 
twentieth year, and from that time permitted them 
to be considered as men. Having by these and 
many other methods abused and insulted the Cu- 
maeans without refraining from any kind of lust or 
eruelty, when he thought himself secure in the 
possession of the tyranny, being now grown old, he 
was punished to the satisfaction of both gods and men . 
and extirpated with all his family. 

X. Those who rose against him and freed their 
country from his tyranny were the sons of the citizens 
he had murdered, all of whom he had at first resolved 
to put to death in one day, but being prevailed upon 
by the entreaties of his bodyguards, to whom he had 
given their mothers, had refrained, as I said, and 
ordered them to live in the country. A few years 
later, as he was making a progress through the 
villages, he saw a large number of these youths, 
who made a brave appearance; and fearing they 
might conspire together and rise against him, he 


% The text of this clause seems faulty. Cobet deleted xat, 
Kiessling read xai . . . éxéAevoe. Reiske suspected the loss 
of xarnuéAncey or the like after dvatpiPew, 
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purposed to forestall them by putting them all to 
death before any one should be aware of his in- 
tention. Assembling his friends, accordingly, he 
considered with them how the youths might most 
easily and speedily be put to death in secret. The 
youths, being apprised of this, either by the informa- 
tion of some person who was acquainted with his 
purpose, or suspecting it themselves by reasoning 
from probabilities, fled to the mountains, taking 
with them the iron implements they used in hus- 
bandry. They were speedily joined by the Cumaean 
exiles who resided in Capua, most distinguished 
of whom and possessing the largest number of 
friends among the Campanians were the sons of 
Hippomedon, who had been commander of the horse 
in the war against the Tyrrhenians. These were not 
only well armed themselves, but also brought with 
them arms for the youths as well as a goodly band of 
Campanian mercenaries and of their own friends 
which they had raised. When they had all united, 
they made descents after the manner of brigands and 
plundered the lands of their enemies, lured the slaves 
away from their masters, released the men confined 
in prisons and armed them, and whatever they could 
not carry or drive off they either burnt or killed. 
While the tyrant was at a loss to know in what 
manner he ought to make war upon them, because 
they neither made their attempts openly nor stayed 
long in the same places, but timed their raids either 
from the fall of night to the break of day or from day- 
break to nightfall, and after he had often sent out 
the soldiers to the relief of the country in vain, one 
of the fugitives, sent by the rest in the guise of a 
deserter, came to him, his body torn with whips, and 
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after suing for impunity, promised the tyrant to 
conduct any troops he should think fit to send with 
him to the place where the fugitives proposed to 
encamp the following night. The tyrant, being 
induced to trust this man, who asked nothing and 
offered his own person as a hostage, sent his most 
trusted commanders at the head of a large number of 
horse and the band of mercenaries with orders to 
bring to him in chains all the fugitives if they could, 
otherwise as many of them as possible. The pretend- 
ed deserter then led the army during the whole night 
through untrodden paths and lonely woods, where 
they suffered greatly, till they came to the regions 
that were most remote from the city. 

XI. In the meantime the rebels and fugitives, 
who lay in ambush on the mountain which lies near 
Lake Avernus and not far from Cumae, when they 
learned from the signals made by their scouts that the 
tyrant’s army had marched out of the city, sent 
thither about sixty of the most resolute of their 
number, clad in goatskins and carrying faggots of 
brushwood. ‘These men contrived to steal into the 
city by various gates about the time for lighting the 
lamps, being taken for labourers and thus escaping 
detection. Once inside the walls, they drew out the 
swords they had concealed in the faggots and all met in 
one place. And proceeding thence in a body to the 
gate that led to Lake Avernus, they killed the guards 
while they were asleep, and, all their own force, 
having by this time arrived near the walls, they 
opened the gates and received them into the city. 
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All this they did without being discovered. For that 
night there happened to be a public festival; hence the 
whole population of the city was occupied in drinking 
and other pleasures. This afforded the fugitives an 
opportunity of marching through all the streets that 
led to the tyrant’s palace without meeting any 
opposition; and even at the palace doors they did 
not find any considerable number of guards on the 
alert, but here also some were already asleep and 
others drunk, and these they killed without any 
difficulty. Then, rushing into the palace in a body, 
they found all the rest no longer masters of either 
their bodies or their wits because of wine, and they 
cut their throats as if they were so many sheep. 
And having seized Aristodemus himself with his 
children and the rest of his relations, they tore their 
bodies with whips and tortures until late in the night, 
and after inflicting on them almost every kind of 
punishment they put them to death. Having wiped 
out the whole family of the tyrant, so as to leave 
neither children, wives, nor anyone related to them, 
and having spent the whole night in hunting down 
all the abetters of the tyranny, as soon as it was day, 
they proceeded to the forum. Then, calling the 
people together, they laid down their arms and 
restored the traditional government. 

XII. It! was before this Aristodemus, then, when 
he had already reigned as tyrant of Cumae close to 
fourteen years, that the Roman exiles with Tar- 
quinius presented themselves, asking him to decide 
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their cause against their country. The Roman 
ambassadors opposed this for some time, alleging 
that they had not come to enter into a contest of this 
sort and had no authority to plead the cause for the 
commonwealth since the senate had entrusted no 
such power to them. But when they availed naught 
with their plea and they saw the tyrant inclined to the 
other side because of the earnestness and entreaties 
of the exiles, they desired time to prepare a defence. 
And having deposited a sum of money as a pledge 
for their appearance, in the interval while the suit 
was pending and they were no longer guarded, they 
fled; whereupon the tyrant seized their servants, 
their pack-animals, and the money they had brought 
with them to purchase corn. 

It was the fate of these embassies, then, after being 
treated in the manner I have related, to return 
without having accomplished anything. But the 
ambassadors who had been sent to the cities in 
Tyrrhenia bought there a quantity of millet and spelt 
and brought it down to Rome in river-boats. This 
supply sustained the Romans for a short time, but 
its exhaustion brought them to the same straits as 
before. There was no sort of food to which men 
have ever been reduced through necessity that they 
did not venture to try; and it happened that not a 
few of them, by reason both of the scarcity and of the 
strangeness of the unaccustomed food, were either 
weakened in body or were neglected because of their 
poverty and entirely helpless. When the Volscians, 
who had been recently conquered in war, became 
aware of this, they undertook by means of embassies 
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sent out secretly to incite one another to war against 
the Romans, in the belief that if anyone should attack 
them while they were distressed both by war 
and famine, they would be unable to resist. But 
some benevolence of the gods, who were always 
careful not to permit the Romans to become subject 
to their enemies, manifested its power upon this 
occasion also in a most conspicuous manner. For so 
great a pestilence suddenly descended upon the 
cities of the Volscians as is not recorded to have 
occurred anywhere else in either the Greek or the 
barbarian world, destroying the people without 
distinction of age, condition, or sex, it mattered not 
whether their bodies were strong or weak. The 
extreme nature of the calamity was shown in the case 
of an important city of the Volscians named Velitrae, 
till then a large and populous place, of which the 
plague left but one person out of every ten, attacking 
and carrying off all the rest. At last those who sur- 
vived the calamity sent ambassadors to the Romans 
to inform them of their desolation and to deliver up 
their city to them. They had even before that time 
received a colony from Rome, for which reason they 
now desired colonists to be sent to them a second 
time. 

XIII. When the Romans learned of this, they felt 
compassion for their misfortunes and thought they 
ought to retain no resentment against their enemies 
when under so severe an affliction, since they had 
sufficiently atoned to the gods for what they had been 
intending to do. As to the city of Velitrae, they 
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thought proper to accept it and to send a large 
colony thither, in consideration of the many advan- 
tages that would result to them from that measure. 
For the place itself, if oceupied by an adequate 
garrison, seemed capable of proving a serious check 
and hindrance to the designs of any who might be 
disposed to begin a rebellion or create any disturbance, 
and it was expected that the scarcity of provisions 
under which the city 1 then laboured would be far less 
serious if a considerable part of the citizens removed 
elsewhere. But, above all other considerations, the 
sedition which was now flaring up again, before the 
former one was as yet satisfactorily appeased, induced 
them to vote to send out the colony. For once more 
the plebeians were becoming inflamed, as before, and 
growing exasperated against the patricians, were 
uttering many harsh words against them, some 
accusing them of neglect and indolence in not haying 
long foreseen the scarcity of corn that was to occur, 
and taken the necessary precautions to avert the 
calamity, and others declaring that the scarcity had 
been brought about by their contrivance, because of 
their resentment and a desire to injure the plebeians 
when they remembered their secession. For these 
reasons the colony was sent out promptly, three 
persons being appointed by the senate to be the 
leaders of it. The plebeians were pleased at first that 
lands were to be allotted to colonists, since they 
would thus be freed from the famine and inhabit a 
fertile country ; but afterwards, when they bethought 
themselves of the pestilence which had raged 
violently in the city that was to receive them and 
had not only destroyed the inhabitants, but gave 
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room to fear that it would treat the new settlers in 
the same mannér, their feelings were gradually 
reversed. Consequently those who offered them- 
selves to join the colony were not many, but far 
fewer than the senate had decreed; and these, 
moreover, were already blaming themselves for 
having been ill advised and were endeavouring to 
avoid going out. However, this element was 
included and likewise the others who had not 
willingly joined the colony, the senate having ordered 
that all the Romans should draw lots for completing 
the colony, and having fixed severe and inexorable 
penalties for those upon whom the lot fell, if they did 
not go. This colony, then, was sent to Velitrae 
after being recruited by a specious compulsion; and 
not many days afterwards another colony was sent 
to Norba, which is no mean city of the Latins. 

XIV. But nothing turned out according to the 
calculations of the patricians, insofar at least as their 
hope of appeasing the sedition was concerned; on 
the contrary, the people who were left at home were 
now more exasperated than before and clamoured 
violently against the senators in their groups and 
clubs. They met in small numbers at first, but 
afterwards, as the dearth became more severe, they 
assembled in a body, and rushing all together into 
the Forum, cried out for the tribunes. And these 
having assembled the people, Spurius Sicinius,! who 
was then at the head of their college, came forward 
and not only inveighed at length against the senate 
himself, inflaming the hatred of the people against 
them as much as he could, but also demanded that 


1 The name Sicinius here is probably an error for Icilius, 
as Sylburg saw. 
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1 Sintenis: mapaxerpevas O. 


188 


BOOK VII. 14, 2-15, 1 


the others should express their sentiments publicly, 
especially Sicinius and Brutus, who were then 
aediles, calling upon each of them by name; they 
had been the authors of the first secession of the 
people as well, and having introduced the tribunician 
power, had been the first to be invested with it. 
These, having long before prepared the most malicious 
speeches, came forward and enlarged upon those 
points that were welcome to the multitude, alleging 
that the dearth of corn had been occasioned by 
the contrivance and treachery of the rich, against 
whose will the people had acquired their liberty by 
the secession. And they declared that the rich did 
not in the least bear an equal share of this calamity 
with the poor, since they had not only provisions 
secretly hoarded up, but also money to purchase 
imported foodstuffs, and thus could treat the calamity 
with fine scorn, whereas the plebeians had neither 
resource. As regarded the colony which they had 
sent out to a pestilential region, they declared it was 
a banishment to a manifest and much worse destruc- 
tion; and exaggerating the evils with all their powers 
of speech, they asked to be informed what end there 
was to be of their miseries. They reminded them 
of the abusive treatment they had formerly received 
from the rich, and recounted many other things of 
this nature with great freedom. Finally, Brutus 
closed his speech with some such threat as this, that, 
if they would follow his advice, he would soon compel 
those who had kindled this mischief to extinguish 
it. After which the assembly was dismissed. 

XV. The next day the consuls assembled the 


2 «at added by Cobet. 
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1 mpoonyopia O: wpoonveta Reiske, evpoonyopig Jacoby. 
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senate, being terrified at this revolutionary be- 
haviour and believing that the demagogy of Brutus 
would end in some great mischief. And many pro- 
posals of every sort were made to that body both 
by the consuls themselves and also by the older 
senators. Some were of the opinion that they ought 
to court the populace by all possible expressions of 
kindness and by promises of deeds, and make their 
leaders more moderate by bringing the public busi- 
ness into the open and inviting them to join in their 
deliberations concerning the common advantage. 
But others advised not to show any sign of weakness 
toward a headstrong and ignorant multitude and 
toward the bold and insufferable madness of creatures 
who courted the mob, but to declare in their own 
defence that the patricians were in no way to blame 
for what had happened and to promise that they 
would take all possible care to remedy the evil, and 
at the same time to reprimand those who were 
stirring up the people and warn them that if they 
did not desist from rekindling the sedition they 
would be punished as they deserved. The chief 
proponent of this view was Appius, and it was this 
opinion that prevailed, after such violent strife 
among the senators that even the people, hearing 
their clamour at a great distance, rushed in alarm to 
the senate-house and the whole city was on tip-toe 
with expectation. After this the consuls, going into 
the Forum, called the people together when not 
much of the day now remained; and coming forward, 


4 Qpaceiay re Kal avimo.rov . . . paviav C, by correction: 
Opaceta te xai dvumoictw . . . pavia C (at first), AB. Jacoby, 
following Cobet, added 7 before O@pacefav. 
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67t BovAovra: after adrév deleted by Garrer. 
al a Bye kpivat A, kpivat B. 


3 auvnywvilero B:; cuvnywvilovro R. 
* Reiske: S06jva: O. 
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they attempted to inform them of the decision 
they had reached in the senate. But the tribunes 
opposed them, and thereupon neither the consuls 
nor the tribunes spoke in their turns nor ob- 
served any decorum in their debate; for they cried 
out together and endeavoured to prevent one 
another from speaking, so that it was not easy for 
those who were present to understand what they 
meant. 

XVI. The consuls thought it reasonable that, as 
they had the superior power, they should have the 
command of everything in the city, while the tribunes 
insisted that the assembly of the people was their 
particular sphere, as the senate was that of the 
consuls, and that whatever the people had the 
authority to judge and determine was subject to 
their power alone. The populace supported the 
tribunes, shouting their approval and being prepared, 
if necessary, to attack any who attempted to hinder 
them, while the patricians rallied to the support of 
the consuls. And a violent contest ensued, each 
side insisting upon not yielding to the other, as if 
their defeat on this single occasion would mean the 
giving up of their claims for alltime to come. It was 
now near sunset and the rest of the population were 
running out of their houses to the Forum; and if 
night had descended upon their strife, they would 
have proceeded to blows and the throwing of stones. 
To prevent this, Brutus came forward and asked the 
consuls to give him leave to speak, promising to 
appease the tumult; and they, looking upon this as a 
yielding to them, since, even though the tribunes 
were present, this leader of the people had not asked 
the favour of those magistrates, gave him leave. 


193 
VOL. IV. ° H 


or 


DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS 


i ” \ ? \ € ~~ - 
yevouevns GAXo pev ovdev 6 Bpoiros eizev, 
Hpwrnoe Sé Tos braTovs ToLdvde TWA epwTyaL: 
6e¢ aN 4 33 mu t4 fe 8° a 6 a im 

pa ye, én, pépyno® dr StaAdvopevors 

pee ry ordow toto ovvexwpnOn TO Bixcatov id? 
vpav, érav ot Sipapxoe ouwvaydywor TOV Ofjov 
bmép drovdyTWos, py) trapetvan TH. ouved@ Tous 
matpuxious pnd  evoxdciv;” ‘ Mepvnped?,” Fi 
” ¢ YA ‘ ¢ ~ € ‘f 
édnoev 6 Teydvios. cat 6 Bpotros tmodéper- 
[74 - be ig / 1 > 8 A) cA 6 ea 4 3 

Ti oby mrabovres epmodaw toracbe jyiy Kat obi 
éGre Tovs Snpudpxous a & BovAovrat Aéyew 5 in daro- 
Kpiverau mpos Tabb” 6? Teydvws- "Or odk 
adrol ouverddccay TOV Sfjpov ets Ty exxAnotav, 
GAN’ typets ot brarot. et pev obv ord TOUTwWY 7) 
odvodos eyévero, odfev av gvodpev ovre koddew 
ovre modumpaypovety: erred) 3° mpets ouvnydyopev 
TH exkAnoiav, odxyt ToUToUs ayopetey KwAvoper, 
> > € ‘ rd > 4 / > ~ 9 
GAN bo ToUTWY adTol KwAvEeaHar od SiKatodpev. 

A € nm ion i! <4 nn 7 ” 
Kal Oo ie dmoruxev, ‘Nucdpev, epnoey, 
snc ora, kal TapaKexcopyTat Tpay b70 Tov 
SOM, doa Hévoduev. vov pe ouv dmure Kal 
mavoacle didovetkoivres: atptov Oo dpiv vm- 
Loxvodpiat pavepav Toioew Gonv exeTe loxwv. Kat 
tpels ye, i) Srpapxor, Tapaxwpyoare avrots THs 
dyopas ev T@ TapovTe ob yap eis Tédos Tra,po-~ 
xwproete: pabdyres 8 doov exer Kpdros tay 7 
dpxy—yvaceobe yp? ovK eis paxpdv éya 
Too? = byiv smodéyouar4 rowjoew davepov— 
petpwwrepav adtdv dnodwoere Tv bmepndaviav. 
4 4 f ts ~ ¢ ~ 's > ag 
eav bé devaxilwy duds edpcOH, yxpjoac!” 6 m1 
BovAeabé por.” 

1 mabortes Bb: palovres R. 2 6 Cmg: om. ABC. 
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Then, when silence reigned, Brutus, instead of 
making a speech, merely put questions of the follow- 
ing nature to the consuls: ‘‘ Do you remember,’’ he 
said, ‘‘ that when we put an end to the sedition by an 
accommodation this right was granted to us—that 
when the tribunes should assemble the people to 
consider any matter whatever the patricians should 
not be present at the assembly or create any 
disturbance there?’’ ‘‘ We remember,” answered 
Geganius. Then Brutus added: ‘‘ What is the 
matter with you, then, that you oppose us and do not 
allow the tribunes to say what they please?’ To this 
Geganius replied: ‘‘ Because it was not the tribunes 
who assembled the people, but we, the consuls. 
If, now, the assembly had been called by them, we 
should not have presumed either to hinder them at 
all or to interfere ; but since we ourselves assembled 
them, we do not hinder the tribunes from speaking, 
but we feel that it is not right that we should be 
hindered by them.”” Then Brutus said: ‘‘ We have 
won, plebeians, and our adversaries have yielded 
everything to us we desired. Tor the present, there- 
fore, depart and cease your strife; to-morrow, I 
promise you, I will show you how great is the strength 
you possess. And do you, tribunes, yield the Forum 
to them for the present; for in the end you will not 
yield it. When you learn how great a power your 
magistracy is possessed of (for you will have that 
knowledge soon; I myself undertake to make it 
clear to you), you will render their arrogance more 
moderate. But if you find I am imposing upon you, 
do to me whatever you will.” 


4 broddyopa: B: tmoxvotpa R. 
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2 apocéyey O: mpocetyov Cobet, mpoodyerv éS0fe Schenkl. 


196 


BOOK VII. 17, 1-3 


XVII. None having opposed this, both parties 
left the assembly, but with very different impressions. 
The poor thought that Brutus had hit upon something 
extraordinary and that he had not made such an 
important promise rashly, while the patricians 
despised the levity of the man and thought the 
boldness of his promises would go no farther than 
words; for they imagined that no other power had 
been granted by the senate to the tribunes than that 
of relieving such plebeians as were unjustly treated. 
However, not all the senators, and least of all the 
older men, made so light of the matter, but they were 
upon their guard lest the madness of this man might 
occasion sore irreparable mischief. The following 
night Brutus, having communicated his plan to the 
tribunes and having prepared a goodly number of the 
plebeians to support him, went down with them to the 
Forum; and possessing themselves before sunrise 
of the temple of Vulcan, where the assemblies of the 
people were usually held, they called an assembly. 
When the Forum was filled (for a greater throng had 
assembled upon this occasion than ever before), 
Sicinius! the tribune came forward and made a long 
speech against the patricians, reminding the plebeians 
of all they had suffered at their hands; then he 
told them about the day before, how he had been 
hindered by them from speaking and deprived of the 
power of his magistracy. “ What other power, 
indeed,” he asked, “shall we have after this, if we 


1 See the note on chap. 14, page 187. 





3 ow apdrepov Jacoby: ovdéra dnc. AC, odmdmore 
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are not allowed even that of speaking? How shali 
we be able to relieve any of you when unjustly 
treated by them, if we are deprived of the authority 
of assembling you? For words, I presume, are the 
beginning of all action; and it is obvious that those 
who are not allowed to say what they think will not 
be allowed to do, either, what they please. Either 
take back, therefore, the power you lee given us,” 
he said, “ unless you intend to establish it securely, 
or by a law duly enacted prevent all opposition to 
us for the future.’’ When he had thus spoken and 
the people had cried out to him with a great shout 
to introduce the law, Sicinius, who had it already 
drawn up, read it to them and permitted the people 
to vote upon it immediately. For the business 
seemed to admit of no postponement or delay, lest 
some further obstacle should be interposed by the 
consuls. The law was as follows: ‘‘ When a tribune 
is delivering his opinion to the people, let no one say 
anything in opposition or interrupt him. If anyone 
shall act contrary to this, let him, if required, give 
sureties to the tribunes for the payment of the fine 
they shall impose upon him. If he refuses to give 
any surety, let him be punished with death and his 
goods be consecrated. And let the trials of those 
who protest against these fines take place before the 
people.” After the tribunes had caused this law 
to be passed, they dismissed the assembly; and the 
people departed full of joy and very grateful to Brutus, 
whom they looked upon as the author of the law. 
XVIII. After this the tribunes had many con- 





3 §i8wor Jacoby, dua SiSwar Sintenis: dvadiswar O. 
4 éxeveyxeiv deleted by Reiske, who read dvadiswor. 
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1 Cotiet: GOUenO. 
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troversies with the consuls over various matters, and 
not only did the people refuse to recognize as valid 
the decrees of the senate, but the senate also did 
not find acceptable anything that the people deter- 
mined ; and both of them continued to be arrayed in 
hostile camps and to be suspicious of one another. 
However, their hatred did not lead to any irreparable 
mischief, as often happens in like disorders. For, 
on the one hand, the poor did not attack the houses 
of the rich, where they suspected they should find 
stores of provisions laid up, nor attempt to raid the 
public markets, but consented to buy small quanti- 
ties for a high price, and when they lacked money, 
they sustained life by using roots and grass for food. 
Nor, on the other hand, did the rich, in the confidence 
of their own strength and that afforded by their 
clients, who were very numerous, offer violence to 
the weaker citizens and aim at making themselves 
masters of the city by driving out some of the poor 
and putting others to death, but, like those fathers who 
conduct themselves most prudently toward their sons, 
they continued to display toward their errors the 
kind of displeasure that is benevolent and solicitous. 
While Rome was in this situation, the neighbouring 
cities invited any of the Romans who so desired to 
live among them, luring them by the offer of citizen- 
ship and the hopes of other kind treatment, some 
from the best of motives, because of good will and 
compassion for their misfortune, but the greater 
part through envy of their former prosperity. And 
very great numbers did remove with their whole 
families to live elsewhere, some of whom returned 
when the affairs of the city were composed, while 
others remained where they were. . 
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XIX. The consuls, observing these things, thought 
fit, with the approval of the senate, to levy an army 
and to march with the forces out of the city (they had 
found a plausible excuse for their plan in the frequent 
incursions and depredations of their enemies by 
which the country was being laid waste); and they 
also considered the other advantages that would 
result from this action, namely, that by sending an 
army into the field those, on the one hand, who were 
left, becoming fewer in number, would enjoy a 
greater plenty of provisions, while those under arms, 
by supplying themselves from the enemy’s stores, 
would live in greater abundance, and the sedition 
would be in abeyance as long as the expedition lasted. 
But, above all, it seemed that if the patricians and 
plebeians served together, their sharing equally in 
both good and ill fortune amid the dangers of the 
war would effectually confirm their reconciliation. 
But the plebeians were not inclined to obey them, nor 
willingly, as before, to offer themselves to enlist in 
the service; and the consuls did not think it wise to 
enforce the law against those who were unwilling to 
serve. But some patrician volunteers together with 
their clients were enlisted, and when they marched 
out of the city they were joined by a small number 
of plebeians. The army was commanded by Gaius 
Marcius, who had taken the city of Corioli and 
distinguished himself above all others in the battle 
against the Antiates1; and the greater part of the 
plebeians who now took up arms were encouraged to 


1 See vi. 92-94. 
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do so upon seeing him take the field, some of them 
out of affection for him, and others in the hope of a 
successful campaign; for he was already famous 
and the enemy had come to have great fear of him. 
This army, having advanced as far as the city of 
Antium without trouble, captured a great deal of 
corn that they found in the fields, and many slaves 
and cattle; and after a short time it returned better 
supplied than before with all the necessaries of life, 
so that those who had remained at home were greatly 
dejected and blamed their demagogues, through 
whom they felt they had been deprived of the same 
good fortune. Thus Geganius and Minucius, the 
consuls of this year, though involved in great and 
various storms and often in danger of wrecking the 
state, caused it no harm, but brought it safely 
through its perils by dealing with events rather 
with prudence than with good fortune. 

XX. The consuls! appointed to succeed them, 
Marcus Minucius Augurinus and Aulus Sempronius 
Atratinus, who were both invested with this magis- 
tracy for the second time, being men not unskilled 
either in arms or in debate, took great care to supply 
the city plentifully with both corn and all other pro- 
visions, believing that the harmony of the masses 
depended on their well-being in this respect. Never- 
theless, it was not their good fortune to obtain both 
these ends at the same time, but the surfeit of good 
things was accompanied by the insolence of those who 
had the benefit of them. And then it was that Rome 


1 Cf. Livy ii. 34, 7£. 
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1 Sev Kieailing: dre 0. 
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206 


BOOK VII. 20, 2-4 


was exposed once more to a very grave danger from 
a most unlikely source. For the ambassadors sent 
to buy corn, having purchased a large quantity at the 
public expense in both the maritime and the inland 
markets, brought it to the city; and the merchants 
also who used to trade in the markets flocked thither 
from all parts, of whom the commonwealth bought 
their lading with the public funds and kept it under 
guard. Then too Geganius and Valerius, who had 
been sent earlier as ambassadors to Sicily, arrived with 
many merchantmen in which they brought fifty 
thousand Sicilian bushels of wheat, one half of it pur- 
chased at a very low price and the rest sent by the 
tyrant as a free gift to the Romans and conveyed at 
his own expense. When word was brought to the 
people in Rome that the ships had arrived from Sicily 
laden with corn, a long debate arose among the 
patricians concerning the disposal of it. Tor those 
among them who were the most reasonable and the 
greatest friends of the people, having in view the 
public necessity, advised them to distribute all the 
corn given by the tyrant among the plebeians, and 
to sell to them at a low price that which had been 
purchased with the public funds, pointing out that 
by these favours more than by any other means 
the animosity of the poor against the rich would be 
moderated. On the other hand, those who were 
more arrogant and more zealous for the oligarchy 
thought that they ought to use every effort and every 
means to oppress the plebeians; and they advised 
making the provisions as costly as possible to them 
in order that they might through necessity become 
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more moderate and more observant in general of the 
principles of justice prescribed by the constitution. 

XXI. One! of this oligarchic party was that 
Marcius, surnamed Coriolanus, who did not, like the 
rest, deliver his opinion with secrecy and caution, but 
with so much openness and boldness that many even 
of the plebeians heard him. It seems that, besides 
the general grievance against them which he shared 
with the others, he had lately received some private 
provocations that seemed to justify his hatred of the 
plebeians. For when he had stood for the consulship 
at the last election, in which he had been supported 
by the patricians, the people had opposed him and 
would not permit that magistracy to be conferred 
on him, since his brilliant reputation and daring in- 
clined them to caution, lest he might make some move 
to overthrow the tribuneship, and they were par- 
ticularly apprehensive because the whole body of the 
patricians promoted his interest with a zeal they 
had never before shown for any other candidate. 
Marcius, therefore, being exasperated at this humilia- 
tion, and at the same time desirous of restoring the 
government to its ancient form, not only worked 
openly himself, as I have already said, to overthrow 
the power of the people, but also urged his associates 
on to the same end. He had about him a large 
faction of young men of noble birth and of the 
greatest fortunes, as well as many clients who had 
attached themselves to him for the sake of the booty 
to be gained in the wars. Elated by these advan- 
tages, he assumed a haughty air, became conspicuous, 
and attained to the greatest distinction. And yet, 
for all this, he did not come to a fortunate end, as 
shall now be related. The senate having been 
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assembled to consider the matters I have mentioned, 
and the older senators, according to custom, having 
delivered their opinions first, only. a few of them 
declaring openly against the populace, when it came 
to the turn of the younger senators to speak, Marcius 
asked leave of the consuls to say what he wished; 
and meeting with loud acclaim and strict attention, 
he delivered the following harangue against the 
populace : 

XXIT. “ That the populace seceded, fathers, not 
because of necessity and want, but because they were 
elated by the mischievous hope of destroying your 
aristocracy and of becoming themselves masters of 
the commonwealth, I think has become clear to nearly 
all of you when you observe the advantages which 
they gained by the accommodation. For they were 
not content, after they had destroyed the good faith 
which gave validity to their contracts and had 
abolished the laws made to secure it, to carry 
their meddling no farther, but introducing a new 
magistracy designed to overthrow that of the con- 
suls, they made it sacred and inviolable by law, and 
have now, unobserved by you, senators, been acquir- 
ing a tyrannical power through this newly-enacted 
law. For when their leaders, in their great power 
putting forward the specious pretence of coming to the 
aid of such plebeians as are wronged, sack and pillage 
whatever they please by virtue of that power, and 
when there is no man, either private citizen or 
magistrate, who will oppose their lawless deeds for 
fear of this law, which destroys even our liberty of 
speech as well as of action by imposing the penalty of 
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death on all who utter a word befitting freemen, what 
other name ought to be given by sensible men to this 
domination but that which is the true one and which 
you would all own to be such, namely, a tyranny? 
And if we are under the tyranny, not of one man, but 
of a whole populace, what is the difference? For the 
effect of both is the same. It would have been best, 
therefore, never to have permitted even the seed of 
this power to be sown, but rather to have submitted 
to everything, as the excellent Appius, who foresaw 
these mischiefs from afar, advised. But if that could 
not be, we ought now at least with one accord to 
pluck it up by the roots and cast it out of the city while 
it is yet weak and easily combatted. And we are not 
the first or the only persons to whom this experience 
has come, senators, but oft-times in the past many 
who have been reduced to unenviable straits and have 
failed to take the best counsel in matters of the great- 
est consequence, since they did not check the be- 
ginnings of the evil, have endeavoured to prevent its 
growth. And the repentance of those who are late 
in beginning to be wise, though inferior to foresight, 
yet, when viewed in another light, is seen to be no less 
valuable, since it wipes out the error originally made 
in ignorance by preventing its consequences. 

XXIII. ‘“ But if any of you, while looking upon the 
actions of the populace as outrageous and believing 
that they ought to be prevented from making any 
further mistakes, are nevertheless afraid of seeming 
to be the first to violate the agreement and transgress 
the oaths, let them know that, since they will not 
be the aggressors but will be repelling aggression, 


3 xwAdoa Post, cwAvecfar Jacoby: KexwAdaba O. 
ri) 


DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS 


Tas opohoyias aAAd. Tous dvypnKoras TuLespou~ 
pevot, avairtol re mpos Beods Ecovrar Kal émt 7@ 
operepy ouppépovtt Ta, Sixaa mpagovat. péya. 
8 dptv yeveobw Texunpiov OTe Tod Avew Tas 
opodoyias Kat mapacmrovdely ovy dpets, aa 76 
Sqpotucdy dpxet pepos ovK dfvoby eppevew ep 
ols edpero Thy Kabodov. ov yap emt TO Kaxds 
Spdcar TH Bovdy Y» GAN ert 7H pay a exetvys 
Kkaxotobat ray TOV Sypdpyov efovatay 7 yrjoaro" 
xphrae 8 atrh odkér eis & bef ove’ ep’ ols 
evpeTo, GW’ ént SiadPop& Kal avyydoe ris 
marpiou modreias. peuvnobe yap Sirov THY 
veworl ‘yevopevnv exkAnotav Kat TOUS one rev 
Snuaywyav pnbévras ev avrh Adyous, Sony en 
<deifavro abbaderdy TE Kat dxoopiav, kal viv éd’ 
otov etolv avxnparos of pndev bytes ppovodvres, 
emer) Eyvwoav ws év TH inde éorlv amav TO THS 
ToAcws Kpdros, 7s avTol KpaTHaovat metous 
Hav ovres. ti ov KaradeimeTau oteiv jv 
wed | eKetvov mapacrovoeiy Kal Tapavopetv, 
py TO apuvecbat tovs dpgavras, Kal a Téws 
aicos éxovow adeAécbar odv diky, Kaul els 76 
Aourov Tradaar mAedveny eprepevous, xdpw €(00- 
tas ois Beots ort ovK elacay adrods Ta mpaTa 
Teovextijcavras eis TO Aoura owdpovelv, dAAa 
tavTny éveBadov adrots my dvavoxuvriay TE Kat 
mohuTpaypoavvny bp’ Hs dpets dvayxacbevres rd. 
7 dokwAdta Tmeipdabe dvadaBeiv Kat ra owmd 
bv Fs mpoojqke dudaxfs AaBeiv. 
latro Spada after TiLeopovpevor deleted by Kayser; 


Kiessling emended to Tobro dpadaww. 
2 & réws Kiessling: dve ABC, dre réws Cmg. 


214 


BOOK VII. 23, 1-4 


and will not be violating the agreement but rather 
punishing the violators of it, they will not only be 
guiltless towards the gods, but will also be doing an 
act of justice while they consult their own interest. 
And let this be a strong argument that it is not you 
who are taking the first steps to break the agreement 
and violate the treaty, but rather the plebeian ele- 
ment, by not observing the conditions upon which 
they obtained their return. For, after asking for the 
tribunician power, not in order to injure the senate, 
but to secure themselves from being injured by the 
senate, they no longer employ this power for the 
purposes they ought or on the terms on which they 
obtained it, but for the overthrow and destruction of 
the established government. For surely you recall 
the recent assembly of the people and the harangues 
there made by their demagogues, what arrogance 
and unruliness they showed, and how these infatuated 
men vaunt themselves now, since they have dis- 
covered that the whole control of the commonwealth 
lies in the vote, which they will control, being more 
numerous than we. What, therefore, remains for us 
to do, now that they have begun to violate the com- 
pact and the law, but to repel the attacks of the 
aggressors, to deprive them justly of what they now 
unjustly possess, and for the future to put a stop to 
their craving for ever more and more? And we 
should return thanks to the gods for not having per- 
mitted them, when they had gained an unfair advan- 
tage at first, to act after that with moderation, but 
for having inspired them with-this shamelessness 
and officiousness which have forced you to endeavour 
both to recover the rights you have lost and to guard 
with due care those that remain. 


215 


DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS 


XXIV. “ Kaipos 8 6 rapa olos ovx ETEpos, 
elzrep ve dpxeoba peAdere oeoppoveir, ¢ ev @ KeKdKw~ 
Tau avr@v To mAclorov pépos bao Tot Ayiod, 
Kal 7d Aourrov obk av ert Svvaito moAdy avrioxeiVv 
Xpovov ba axpnparias, et omravious TE Kat TyLias 
éxot Tas dyopds- dvayKacbjoovrar 3) of pev 
KAKLOTOL Kat ovdemoTe gai, dpiotoKparia, xaipovres 
exdAumretv Thy moAw, of 3 EmTLUELKEOTE POL modred- 
eo8a Koopitens pnGev er evoxAodvres ¥ bpiy. Tas TE 
oby dyopas Sua puraxiis ¢ EXETE, Kal This TYyshs Tay 
cviewy pn bev dviere, adn doov mhetorou MOTE av 
7a Wvla, TOCOUTOV Kal viv avTa mrevhely imdio- 
aobe, Sucaias dpoppas eXOvTES Kal mpodacets 
edAdyous Ti Te axydpioTov Tob Srjou KaraBojy, 
ws ug’ Typeov karackevaabetons THs ovrodetas, a 
dud TH dndoracw my éxeivuy éyévero Kat Thy 
KkarapBopay hv emroujoavro Ths ys, dyovres 
auTny Kal pepovres @omep moAeuiav, Kal Tas 
e€arpeOeloas ex tod Snpooiov dandvas ets Tovs 
amootanévras emi tiv ovrwriav dvdpas, Kal adda 
moAAd, &1 Hdixnobe dm” atvtav: wa Kal yvOpev 
48n ti ToT éoriy exeivo 7d Sewdv 6 dabyoovew 
Huds, av pr modpev dravta 7TH Shpw ta Kal? 
Hoovds, ws of Synpaywyol avr@v dedurropevor 
Edeyov. €1 8 adioere kal robTov ex THY Yeupav Tov 
Katpov, ToAAdKis evéeo8e TowovTou TuxEiv ETEpoU- 
Kal ef yvoin T0080’ 6 Sipuos, br. Bovdnbevres KaTa- 
Avew avroo TH ioxov dmetpdmeode, mond pGAXov 
bpiv Bapis é éyKetoerau, TOA€pLov bev 76 BovAdpevov 
budy Wyovpevos, detAdv Sé TO pur) Suvapevov.” 


1 GAda moAAd, & Sylburg: dAAa moAda A, dAda twa B, dAda 
moddd tw’ & Jacoby. 


216 


BOOK VII. 24, 1-3 


XXIV. “ The present opportunity is favourable as 
no other, if you really intend to begin to act with 
wisdom, since the greater part of the plebeians are 
now reduced to dire straits by the famine and the rest 
cannot long hold out for want of money if they find 
provisions scarce and dear. The worst of them and 
those who were never pleased with the aristocracy 
will be forced to leave the city, and the more reason- 
able will be compelled to behave themselves in an 
orderly manner without giving you any further 
trouble. Keep the provisions, therefore, under 
guard, and abate nothing of the price of commodities, 
but pass a vote that they shall now be sold at as high 
a price as ever. For this you have just grounds and 
plausible excuses in the ungrateful clamour of the 
populace to the effect that the scarcity of corn was 
contrived by you, whereas it was occasioned by their 
own revolt and the desolation of the country which 
they caused when they pillaged it just as if it had 
been the territory of an enemy; and again in the 
disbursements from the treasury to the men sent to 
purchase corn, and in many other instances in which 
you have been wronged by them. By this means we 
shall also know at last what that grievous treatment 
is which they are going to inflict upon us if we refuse 
to gratify the people in everything, as their dema- 
gogues threatened in order to frighten us. But if you 
let this opportunity also slip from your grasp, you 
will often pray for such another. Moreover, if the 
people should become aware that you desired to over- 
throw their powcr but were deterred, they will bear 
down much harder upon you, looking upon your 
desire as a proof of enmity and upon your inability to 
carry it out as evidence of cowardice,” 
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XXV. After! this speech of Marcius the opinions 
of the senators were divided and a great tumult arose 
among them. For those who from the beginning had 
opposed the plebeians and submitted to the accom- 
modation against their will, among whom were almost 
all the youth and the richest and most ambitious of 
the older senators, some of them resenting the losses 
sustained in the loans they had made under con- 
tract and others their defeat when they sought office, 
applauded Marcius as a man of spirit and a lover of 
his country, who advised what was best for the 
commonwealth. On the other hand, the senators 
whose sympathies were with the populace and who 
set no undue value on riches and thought nothing was 
more necessary than peace, were offended at his 
speech and rejected his advice. These maintained 
that they ought to surpass the humbler citizens, not 
in violence, but in kindness, and that they ought 
to regard reasonableness as not unbecoming, but 
necessary, particularly when it was manifested out of 
goodwill towards their fellow-citizens; and they de- 
clared that the advice of Marcius was madness, not 
frankness of speech or liberty. But this group was 
small and weak, and hence was overborne by the more 
violent party. The tribunes, seeing this—for they 
were present in the senate at the invitation of the 
consuls—cried out and were in great conflict of mind, 
calling Marcius the pest and bane of the state for 
uttering malicious words against the populace; and 
unless the patricians should prevent his design of 
introducing civil war into the state by punishing him 
with death or banishment, they said they would do 
so themselves. When a still greater tumult arose at 


* For chaps. 25-58 of. Livy ii. 35, 1-6. 
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these words of the tribunes, particularly on the part 
of the younger senators, who bore their threats with 
impatience, Marcius, inspired by these manifest- 
ations, now attacked the tribunes with greater 
arrogance and boldness, saying to them: “ Unless 
you cease disturbing the commonwealth and stirring 
up the poor by your harangues, I shall no longer 
oppose you with words, but with deeds.” 

XXVI. The senate being now embittered, the tri- 
bunes, finding that those who desired to take away 
the power granted to the people outnumbered those 
who advised adhering to the agreement, rushed out of 
the senate-house shouting and calling upon the gods 
who had been witnesses to their oaths. After this they 
assembled the people, and having acquainted them 
with the speech made by Marcius in the senate, they 
summoned him to make his defence. But when he 
paid no regard to them, but repulsed with abusive 
words the attendants by whom he was summoned, 
the tribunes grew still more indignant, and taking 
with them the aediles and many other citizens, ran to 
seize him; he chanced to be still standing before the 
senate-house, attended by a large number of the 
patricians and by the rest of his faction. When the 
tribunes caught sight of him, they ordered the aediles 
to lay hold of his person and, if he refused to follow 
them, to bring him away by force. ‘The aediles at 
that time were Titus Junius Brutus and Gaius 
Visellius Ruga. These advanced with the intention 
of seizing him; but the patricians, looking upon it as 
a terrible thing that any one of their number should 
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be forcibly carried away by the tribunes before being 
tried, placed themselves in front of Marcius, and 
striking all who approached him, drove them away. 
The news of this occurrence having been spread 
through the whole city, all rushed out of their houses, 
the magistrates and the men of means with the 
purpose of assisting the patricians in protecting 
Marcius and of recovering their ancient form of 
government, and those of humble condition and 
straitened circumstances prepared to aid the tri- 
bunes and to carry out any orders they might give. 
And the feeling of respect, which had hitherto re- 
strained them from venturing to commit any lawless 
acts against one another, they had now abandoned. 
However, they did not commit any irreparable deed 
that day, but postponed a decision until the following 
day, out of deference to the advice and exhortations 
of the consuls. 

XXVII. The next day the tribunes were the first 
to descend to the Forum; and assembling the people, 
they came forward one after the other and preferred 
many charges against the patricians, alleging that 
they had violated their treaty and transgressed the 
oaths by which they had promised the people to 
forget and forgive the past. As proofs that they were 
not sincerely reconciled to the plebeians they pointed 
to the scarcity of corn which the patricians had 
brought about, to the sending out of the two colonies, 
and to all the other things they had contrived with 
a view to diminishing the number of the populace. 
After that they inveighed violently against Marcius, 
repeating the words he had spoken in the senate, and 
told them that, when he was summoned by the people 
to make his defence before them, he had not only not 
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deigned to come, but had even driven away with 
blows the aediles who came to fetch him. They 
summoned, as witnesses of what had passed in the 
senate, the most honoured members of that body, 
and, as witnesses of the insult offered to the aediles, 
all the plebeians who had been present at the time in 
the Forum. Having spoken thus, they gave leave 
to the patricians to make their defence if they 
wished; and for that purpose they kept the people 
together till the senate should be dismissed. For it 
happened that the patricians were holding a session 
concerning this very matter, debating whether they 
should clear themselves to the people of the charges 
that had been brought against them or should remain 
quiet. When the majority of the opinions inclined 
to humane rather than to stubborn measures, the 
consuls dismissed the meeting and came to the 
Forum with the intention both of refuting the 
charges brought against their whole order and of 
asking the people not to come to any irrepar- 
able decision against Marcius. And Minucius, the 
older of the consuls, coming forward, spoke as 
follows: 

XXVIII. “ Our defence as regards the scarcity of 
corn is a very brief one, plebeians, and we shall offer no 
other witnesses than you yourselves to prove the truth 
of what we allege. For surely even you yourselves 
know that the land produced no crops of grain for the 
reason that none was sown. And as for the general 
ruin of the land, you have no need to be informed 
by others to what cause it was due and by what means 
at last the largest and most fertile part of the land 
has come to lack all crops, slaves, and cattle—partly 
because it was being laid waste by the enemy and 
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partly because it was incapable of supplying you who 
are so numerous and have no other resource. Believe, 
then, that the famine was occasioned, not by what 
your demagogues charge, but by what you yourselves 
know to be true, and cease to attribute this mis- 
fortune to plotting on our part and to be angry with 
us when we are guilty of no wrongdoing. As to the 
colonists, there was a necessity for sending them out 
since it was the unanimous decision of all of you to 
garrison places that will be of use in time of war; 
and sending them out when the occasion was so very 
urgent has proved of great advantage both to those 
who went out and to you who are left behind. For 
the colonists enjoy there a greater plenty of all the 
necessaries of life, and those who remain here suffer 
less from the scarcity of provisions; and the principle 
of impartiality in sharing the decrees of Fortune, 
to which we patricians submitted along with you 
plebeians when we chose the colonists by lot, is not 
open to censure. 

XXIX. ‘‘ What, then, possesses the demagogues to 
find fault with us for those things in which both our 
opinions and our fortunes are the same, whether they 
are hurtful, as they say, or advantageous, as we think. 
As to the accusations they have made against us in 
connection with the recent meeting of the senate, to 
the effect that we did not think fit to show any 
moderation in the matter of the price of provisions, 
that we were plotting to abolish the tribunician power, 
that we still resented your secession and were eager 
to injure the plebeians in every way, and all the other 
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like charges, we shall soon refute them by our actions, 
not only in doing you no injury, but also in confirm- 
ing even now the tribunician power upon the same 
terms on which we then granted it to you, and in 
selling the corn at such price as you shall all of you 
determine. Have patience, therefore, and if any of 
these things are not performed, accuse us then. But 
if you will carefully examine our differences, you will 
find that we patricians have greater reason to accuse 
the people than you have to blame the senate. For 
you wrong us, plebeians,—and be not offended at being 
told this,—if without waiting to learn the outcome of 
our deliberations you think fit to find fault with them 
already. Yet who does not know that it would be the 
easiest of all things for anyone who wished to do so 
to destroy and abolish from a state the spirit of 
harmony by charging others with designs of which 
the proof, being still in the future and not yet mani- 
fest, is no safeguard to the accused against suffering 
some injustice, but rather an excuse to the accuser 
for doing an injustice? And it is not your leaders 
alone who deserve censure for accusing and calumni- 
ating the senate, but you yourselves no less than they 
for giving credit to them and resenting injuries before 
experiencing them. For what you ought to have 
done, if it was future acts of injustice that you 
feared, was to reserve your anger for the future 
also; but, as matters stand, it appears that you 
have reached your decision with greater haste than 
prudence and are assuming that greater safety lies 
in greater baseness. 

XXX. “Concerning the acts of injustice with 
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which the tribunes have charged the senate as a body, 
I think what I have said sufficient. But since they 
also calumniate every one of us individually for what- 
ever we say in the senate and charge that we are 
dividing the state, and since they are now endeavour- 
ing to put to death or banish Gaius Marcius, a man 
who loves his country and who expressed himself with 
frankness in discussing the public interests, I wish to 
tell you the rights of this matter also; and I ask you 
to consider whether what I shall say is not fair-minded 
and true. When you, plebeians, were treating for a 
reconciliation with the senate, you thought it enough 
for you to be discharged of your debts, and you 
desired leave to choose magistrates out of your own 
body to protect the poor from oppression; and when 
you obtained both these things, you were very grate- 
fulto us. But to undermine the office of the consuls, 
to take away the authority of the senate to protect the 
interests of the commonwealth, or to overthrow the 
established form of government are things you 
neither asked nor intended to ask. What possesses 
you, then, that you attempt now to upset all these 
institutions? Or relying upon what principle of 
justice do you seek to take away the offices which 
belong to us? For if you are going to make it 
dangerous for the senators to express their sentiments 
with frankness, what fairness is to be expected 
from the language of your leaders? Or relying upon 
what law will they undertake to punish any of the 
patricians with death or banishment? For neither 
the old laws nor the agreements recently made with 
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the senate give you this power. But to transgress 
the bounds prescribed by the laws and to render force 
superior to justice is the mark, not of a democracy, 
but, if you desire to hear the truth, of a tyranny. 
For my part, I should advise you, while giving up 
none of the benefits which you obtained from the 
senate, not to lay claim, either, to any now which 
you did not then demand when you were treating 
for a reconciliation with them. 

XXXI. “ But in order to make it still more plain 
to you that your demagogues are making demands 
that are neither moderate nor just, but are aiming at 
illegal and impossible ends, pray transfer the situa- 
tion to yourselves and consider it in this light: 
Imagine that the senators are accusing your political 
leaders of delivering in your assembly malicious 
speeches against the senate, of endeavouring to over- 
throw the established aristocracy, of raising a sedition 
in the state—all of which they could assert with truth, 
since they are doing these things—and, worst of all, 
of aiming at greater power than was granted to them, 
in attempting to put to death without a trial anyone 
of our number they please; and imagine that the 
senators declare that the persons guilty of these crimes 
are to be put to death with impunity. How would 
you bear this arrogance of the senate? And what 
would you say? Would you not become indignant 
and complain that you were treated outrageously if 
anyone deprives you of your freedom of speech and of 
your liberty by threatening to visit the extreme 
penalty upon any who have spoken frankly in behalf 
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of the people? You cannot deny that you would. 
Then do you think it reasonable that others should 
bear what you yourselves would not submit to? Are 
these purposes of yours, plebeians, becoming to 
citizens and do they show moderation? By making 
such demands do you not yourselves confirm the 
truth of the charges brought against you and show 
that those who advise us not to permit your lawless 
domination to gain new strength have at heart the 
rights of the commonwealth? So it seems to me, 
at least. But if you desire to do just the opposite 
of what you have been charged with doing, follow 
my advice, moderate your behaviour, and bear as 
fellow-citizens should, rather than with ill humour, 
the words which give you offence. For if you do this, 
you will have a double advantage: you will be 
regarded as good men and those who are hostile to 
you will repent. 

XXXII. ‘‘ These are the weighty considerations of 
justice—at least we so regard them—which we put 
forward in order to persuade you to make no mistakes ; 
but as for our benefits and kindly services, which 
we shall mention, not from any desire to reproach 
you, but wishing to make you more reasonable,— 
apart from those of former times there are the 
recent ones in connection with your return,— 
we desire to forget them, though you have just 
reason to remember them; but we are under the 
necessity of citing them at this time, asking that, 
for the many great favours we have bestowed 
upon you at your request, you will grant us this 
one on your part—neither to put to death nor to 
banish from the state a man who loves his country and 
excels all others in the art of war. For it will be no 
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small loss to us, as you well know, plebeians, if we 
deprive the commonwealth of such valour. Prefer- 
ably, then, you ought to relent on his own account, 
calling to mind how many of you he has saved in the 
wars, and instead of retaining any resentment for his 
objectionable words, to remember his glorious deeds. 
For his speech has done you no harm, whereas his 
actions have done you great service. However, if 
you cannot be reconciled to this man, at least as a 
favour to us and the senate yield him up to our 
entreaties, be at last firmly reconciled to us, and cause 
the commonwealth to be united as it was in the 
beginning. But if you do not yield to our persuasions, 
be assured that we shall not yield to your violence 
either; but this testing of the populace will be 
either the source of a sincere friendship and of still 
greater benefits for all, or the fresh beginning of 
civil war and irreparable evils.” 

XXXIII. After Minucius had spoken in this man- 
ner, the tribunes, seeing the populace moved by the 
moderation of his speech and the humanity of his 
promises, were offended and displeased, and par- 
ticularly Gaius Sicinius Bellutus, the one who had 
persuaded the poor to secede from the patricians and 
had been appointed by them to be their general while 
they were in arms. He was a most bitter foe of the 
aristocracy, and having for that reason been raised by 
the multitude to a position of eminence and given the 
tribunician power for the second time already, he, 
least of all the demagogues, thought it to his interest 
that the commonwealth should become harmonious 
and recover its ancient good order. For not only did 
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he not expect to enjoy the same honours and powers 
any longer under an aristocracy, since he was of lowly 
birth, poorly educated, and had never distinguished 
himself in either war or peace, but he knew he should 
even be in peril of his life for having caused a sedition 
in the state and brought upon it many other evils. 
After he had considered, therefore, what he ought to 
say and do, and had consulted with his colleagues 
and gained their assent, he rose up, and after 
uttering a few words of commiseration over the un- 
happy lot of the plebeians, he commended the con- 
suls for vouchsafing to give them an account of their 
actions without despising their low condition, and also 
said he was grateful to the patricians if now at last 
they were taking some thought for the preservation 
of the poor; and he declared that he should still more 
heartily join with all the rest in bearing witness to the 
fact if they would make their actions conform to their 
words. 

XXXIV. Having spoken thus and given the im- 
pression that he was moderate and conciliatory in 
disposition, he turned to Marcius, who stood near the 
consuls, and said: ‘“‘ And you, sir, why do you not 
clear yourself before your fellow-citizens in regard to 
what you said in the senate? Or rather, why do you 
not entreat them and deprecate their anger, that 
they may impose a milder penalty upon you? For 
I would not advise you to deny the fact, as so many 
are acquainted with it, or to have recourse to 
shameless excuses, since you are Marcius and have 
a spirit above that of a man in private station--un- 
less, indeed, it is seemly for the consuls and the 





5 uév added by Cobet. 
239 


K 


bo 


oH 


DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS 


bmép cod Tov Shuov, aot 8° odk dapat Kadds e€et 
TO avtTo ToBTO Tept geavTod moujcavrt.” Tadra oe 
édeyev ovK dyvody 6rt peyaAddpew dvnip ov7x 
dropevet KaTiyyopos é€avTot yeropevos ws Tpapry- 
Kws aheow aireicfar tits Tiywpias, ovd’ «is 
dAoguppods Kat Sences Karadevéerar mapa Tov 
éavtod tpdémov, ad\’ row Kal TO Tapdmay ar- 
afibae. THY arodoyiay, 7 THY euputov av0dderav 
puddrre odfev drobwrevoe Tov S7jpov jetpi~ 
doas mepl Tous Joyous: Omep Kat ouveBn. yevo- 
pevns yap jouxtas Kal moAAhs €umecovans dAiyou 
ety maou rots Snporucots mpobupias drrodvew 
adrov, et Tov TapdvTa Depamevdacte Katpov, ToLav- 
Thy adOddeav émedei~aro Adywr,? Kal Toaotrov 
auray Kareppovncey, aoe noe eapvos bev 
dmép ovfevds Hv T&v mpdos Thy BovAjy etpnpevev 
Kara Tob mn Bous, ove’ ws peTaywaoKay er 
adrois els olkTous Kat Taparrncets erpérero" 
apynv 3° ovde Siuxacrais abrots ngiov xphobar epi 
ovddevos mpdyparos, ds ovdepiar & exovow e€ovaiav 
vopysov: et d€ Bovdrjoerat tis emi TeV bTaTwv 
avtod Katynyopeivy ctr epywy edfdvas amaitav 
etre Adywr, évOa vopuos eariv, Eroinos elvar dikyv 
bméxew. mapeAndAvdévar d5€ mpos tovs Sypdras 
éheyev, erred Kadodow avrot, Td fey esrerepn- 
ow Tats Tmapavopiars avray kal mAcovet taus als 
expiiaavro rept Te THY dmdoracw Kal pera THY 
xabodov, Ta 0€ ovpBovrevowy emiaxeiv 79 more 
Kal ovorethat Tas ddixovs emiOupias. Kal peta 
totr émortped@s mavy Kal Opacéws andvrwv 
1 gol 8’ otx dpa O: coi §’ dp’ ov Sylburg, coi 6’ od Kiessling. 
240 


BOOK VII. 34, 1-5 


patricians to intercede for you with the populace, but 
will not be seemly for you to do this same thing 
for yourself.” This he said, well knowing that a man 
of his proud spirit would never submit to be his own 
accuser, and, as if he had transgressed, to ask for a 


remission of his punishment or, contrary to his - 


character, to have recourse to lamentations and 
entreaties, but that he would either scorn to make 
any defence at all or, preserving his innate arrogance, 
would indulge in no flattery of the populace by show- 
ing moderation in his words. And this is just what 
happened. For when silence prevailed and almost 
all the plebeians felt a strong desire to acquit him if 
he would make the most of the present opportunity, 
he showed such arrogance in his words and so great 
a contempt of the plebeians that he did not deny 
a single thing he had said in the senate against 
them, nor, as if he repented of what he had said, 
resort to appeals for pity or to prayers for mercy. 
Indeed, he absolutely refused even to let them be his 
judges in any matter, as having no lawful authority ; 
but if anyone should think fit to accuse him before 
the consuls and require an accounting of either his 
words or his actions, he was ready to stand trial in a 
place appointed by law. He said that he had come 
before the plebeians since they themselvcs sum- 
moned him, partly to reprimand them for the law- 
lessness and the grasping for more power in which 
they had indulged both in connection with their 
secession and after their return, and partly to advise 
them now at last to check and restrain their unjust 


desires. After that he inveighed against them all 


2 Adywv O: Aéywv Naber. 
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with great vehemence and boldness, and particularly 
against the tribunes. In his speech there was not the 
calculated deference of the political leader instruct- 
ing a popular assembly, nor the prudent caution of 
one in private station who, hated by many, faces the 
angry outbursts of his ruler, but rather the untempered 
wrath of an enemy fearlessly insulting those under 
his power with an implacable contempt for his victim. 

XXXV. For these reasons, while he was yet speak- 
ing, there arose a great tumult, his hearers frequently 
shifting their opinion now this way and now that, as 
happens in crowds of diverse elements and different 
inclinations, some being pleased at his words and others 
in turn offended. And when he had done speaking, a 
still greater clamour and tumult arose. For the 
patricians, calling him the bravest of men, com- 
mended him for his frankness of speech and said he 
was the only free man of their whole body, since he 
had neither feared a host of enemies advancing upon 
him nor flattered the insolent and illegal impulses of 
his fellow-citizens; on the other hand, the plebeians, 
chafing under his reproaches, called him overbearing 
and harsh and the bitterest of all enemies. And 
some who were very reckless were already doing their 
best to have him summarily put to death. In this 
they were assisted and abetted by the tribunes, and 
Sicinius in particular gave a loose rein to their desires. 
At any rate, after he had delivered a long tirade 
against Marcius and inflamed the minds of the 
plebeians, he became most vehement in his accusa- 
tions and then pronounced sentence, saying that the 
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college of the tribunes condemned him to death 
because of his insolence toward the aediles, whom 
he had the day before driven away with blows when 
they were ordered by the tribunes to bring him before 
them; for they alleged that the insult committed by 
him against their assistants was aimed at no others 
than those who had given them their orders. Having 
said this, he commanded that he be led to the hill that 
overlooks the Forum;! this is an exceeding high 
precipice from which they used to hurl those who were 
condemned to death. The aediles, accordingly, 
stepped forward in order to lay hold on him, but the 
patricians, crying out with a loud voice, rushed upon 
them in a body. Then the plebeians fell upon the 
patricians, and there followed many disorderly deeds 
and many insulting words on both sides, as they 
pushed and laid hold on one another. However, the 
moving spirits in the tumult were restrained and 
compelled to come to their senses by the consuls, who 
forced their way into the midst of the contending 
parties and ordered their lictors to keep back the 
crowds; so great respect did the men of those times 
feel for this magistracy and so much did they honour 
the semblance of the royal power. Whereupon 
Sicinius, being perplexed and disturbed, was filled with 
apprehension, lest he should force his adversaries to 
repel violence with violence; but he disdained to 
desist from his attempt after he had once engaged in 
it, and finding himself unable to adhere to his resolu- 
tion, he considered long what he ought to do. 
XXXVI. Seeing him in this perplexity, Lucius 
Junius Brutus, that demagogue who had contrived 
the terms of the accommodation, a man of great 
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sagacity in all matters, but particularly in finding 
possible solutions in impossible situations, came to 
him and taking him aside, advised him not to persist 
contentiously in attempting to carry out a reckless 
and illegal undertaking when he saw not only that 
the whole body of the patricians was aroused to anger 
and ready, if the consuls called upon them, to rush 
to arms, but also that the sturdiest clement among 
the populace were hesitating and in no mood readily 
to acquiesce in delivering up to death the most 
illustrious person in the city, and that without a trial. 
He therefore advised him to yield for the present and 
not to take issue with the consuls, lest he should 
cause some greater mischief, but to appoint a trial 
for the man, setting some time or other for it, and 
let the citizens give their votes by tribes concerning 
him; and then to do whatever the majority of the 
votes should determine. For it was an act of tyranny 
and violence, he said, that Sicinius was now attempt- 
ing to accomplish, in constituting the same person 
at once the accuser and judge and also the one to 
determine the degree of punishment, whereas the 
procedure of all civil government is for the accused to 
have an opportunity to make his defence according to 
the laws and then to suffer such punishment as the 
majority of his judges may determine. Sicinius 
yielded to these arguments, as he saw no better 
plan; and coming forward, he said: “ You see, 
plebeians, the eagerness of the patricians for deeds 
of bloodshed and violence, which induces them to 
prefer one arrogant man, who wrongs the whole 


1 This verbal play sounds like an echo of Aeschylus, 
Brom. 905: dopa mopysos (‘‘ making possible the impossi- 
ble’’), 
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commonwealth, to your entire body. Nevertheless, 
we ought not to imitate them and rush headlong to 
our ruin, either by beginning war or by defending 
ourselves against attack. But since some are putting 
forward the law as a specious pretence and are 
attempting to snatch him from punishment by rally- 
ing to the support of this law which allows no citizen 
to be put to death without a trial, let us concede them 
this claim, though we ourselves are not treated by 
them in either a lawful or a just manner; and let us 
show that we choose to surpass in reasonableness 
rather than in violence our fellow-citizens who 
injure us. As for you, plebeians, depart, therefore, and 
wait for the destined moment, which will not be long 
in coming. We on our part will meanwhile get 
everything ready that is urgent, and having appointed 
a day for the man to make his defence, we will bring 
about his trial before you as judges. And when you 
are legally possessed of the right of giving your votes, 
inflict such punishment on him as you shall find he 
deserves. So much for this matter. As to the sale 
and distribution of the corn in the most equitable 
manner, if these men and the senate do not take some 
thought about it, we shall look after the business.” 
Having said this, he dismissed the assembly. 
XXXVII. After this the consuls assembled the 
senate and considered with them at leisure by what 
means the present disturbance might be allayed. 
And they resolved, first, to win over the plebeians by 
selling the provisions to them at a very cheap and low 
price; and in the next place, to endeavour to prevail 





4 Before émeAnodueba Sylburg added jyeis, Kiessling and 
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upon their leaders to desist from their purpose, as a 
favour to the senate, and not to bring Marcius to 
trial; or, if they would not do this, to put it off to the 
most distant time possible, till the angry feelings of 
the multitude should die down. Having passed these 
votes, they laid their decree relating to the provisions 
before the popular assembly, and, as all praised it, 
they secured its ratification. It was to this effect: 
that the prices of commodities necessary for daily 
subsistence should be the lowest they had ever been 
before the civil strife. But from the tribunes, in spite 
of many entreaties, they were unable to obtain an 
absolute dismissal of the charges against Marcius, 
though they did get a postponement of his trial for as 
long a time as they asked. And they themselves 
contrived another delay by taking advantage of the 
following situation: When the ambassadors sent from 
Sicily by the tyrant had delivered to the people his 
present of corn to them, and having sailed for home, 
were now lying at anchor not far from the harbours of 
Antium, the Antiates, sending out a piratical force, 
brought them into port and not only treated their 
effects as booty taken from an enemy, but also im- 
prisoned the men themselves and kept them under 
guard. ‘The consuls, being informed of this, caused a 
vote to be passed to make an expedition against the 
Antiates, since, when the Romans sent ambassadors to 
them, they had refused to offer any satisfaction; and 
having raised an army consisting of all who were of 
military age, both consuls took the field, after getting 
a decree of the senate ratified for the suspension of all 
private and public suits for as long a time as they 
should continue under arms. This, however, was not 
so long a time as they had expected, but much shorter. 


251 


DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS 


GAA 7oAAG+ eAdtrwv. of yap “Avriarar pa- 
fovres e€eotpatevpevous Tavdnpel ‘Pwpatous oddé 
tov éAdxtorov dvréayov xpovov, Sedpevor Sé Kal 
Aurapobyres Ta TE GwWpaTa TOV dAdvrwy LuKe- 
Awrav anédocav Kal ta xphpara, Hote qvayKd- 
abycav ot ‘Pwyator eis rH TOAW avaorpébat. 

XXXVIII. AvadvOetons S€ ris otpatias 6 pev 
Lixivvios 6 Siyapyos auvayaywv to mAnbos eis 
exxdyotav mpoetrev * iuepay ev f ovvredcty eee 
tyv mept tod Mapxiov xpiow: Kal mapexdde 
tous Te Kata TOAW Urdpxovras aOpdous® yKew emi 
THY Sidyvwow rhs Sikns Kal rods ent T&v aypav 
diarpiBovras adepevous tav epywy eis THY adriy 
jpepav anavrav, ws daép eAdevOepias Kai awrnpias 
OAns Tis TdAews THY pAdov dvadnyboyévous- 
maphyyeie 5€ kat 7 Mapkiw rapeivat mpos riv 
arohoyiay ws oddevds aruxncovTe THY meEpi Tas 
Kpioets vopipwy. tots 8 dmdrows eSdxer Bovdev- 
gapévois peta Tod avvedpiov jum mepiopay tov 
djpov eEovaias tyAKadrns KUpiov ‘yevdpevov. 
evpyto * § adrois ris KwAdcews adopyt dixata 
Kat vopupios, 7 xXpwpevor mavTa Seaddoew ° @ovro 
Ta THY avridikwy Bovreduata. Kal peta TodTO 
mapexdAecav ets Adyous éABeiv rods mpoeoTnKOTas 
Tov Ojpou ouvdvtTwr adbrois Tov emirydeiwv. Kal 
éreEe Mnwixios roidde: ““Hyuiv, & dxpapyor, 
Soxel xpivar thy ordow e€eAadvew &x THs mOAEws 
andon Suvduer Kat pa) Piroveety evarvtia TO 
Sum epi pndevds ypyyatos: pddwora 8 Stay 
épOpev duds dad tav Biatwy emi ra Sixaca Kat 

1 7oAAD B: aodv A. 2 Kiessling: elev O. 
® dOpdous C: dbpdws AB, 

252 


BOOK VII. 37, 5-38, 3 


For the Antiates, hearing that the Romans had set 
out against them with all their forces, did not resist 
for even the briefest time, but having recourse to 
prayers and entreaties, delivered up both the persons 
of the Sicilians whom they had taken and their effects 
also, with the result that the Romans were under the 
necessity of returning to the city. 

XXXVIII. The army having been disbanded, 
Sicinius the tribune assembled the populace and an- 
nounced the day on which he proposed to hold the 
trial of Marcius. He urged not only the citizens who 
lived at Rome to come en masse to decide this cause, 
but also those who resided in the country to leave 
their tasks and be present on the same day, intimat- 
ing that they would be giving their votes for the 
liberty and the safety of the whole commonwealth. 
He summoned Marcius also to appear and make his 
defence, assuring him that he should be deprived of 
none of the privileges the law allowed in connection 
with trials. In the mean time the consuls, after they 
had consulted the senate, resolved not to permit the 
people to get control of so great power. They had 
found out a just and legal means of preventing it, by 
which they expected to defeat all the designs of their 
adversaries. After this they invited the leaders of the 
people to a conference, at which their friends also were 
present; and Minucius spoke as follows: “ It is our 
opinion, tribunes, that we ought to endeavour with 
all our power to banish this sedition from the state and 
not to engage in rivalry with the people over any 
matter, especially when we see that you have turned 
from violent methods to just measures and to debate. 
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But however commendable we may think this resolu- 
tion of yours, we are of the opinion that the senate 
ought to take the initiative by passing a preliminary 
decree, as is our traditional practice.t For you your- 
selves can testify that from the time our ancestors 
founded this city the senate has always possessed this 
prerogative and that the people never determined or 
voted anything without a previous resolution of the 
senate, not only now, but even under the kings; for 
the kings laid the resolutions of the senate before the 
popular assembly to be ratified. Do not, then, de- 
prive us of this right nor abolish this ancient and 
excellent custom; but showing the senate that you 
desire a just and reasonable thing, do you grant the 
people authority to ratify any decree the senate shall 
ass. 

XXXIX. While the consuls were thus speaking, 
Sicinius grew impatient at their words and refused to 
give the senate authority in any matter at all. But 
his colleagues, upon the advice of Decius, consented 
that the preliminary decree should be passed, after 
they themselves had made a just proposal which 
it was impossible for the consuls to refuse. They 
asked, namely, that the senators should grant a hear- 
ing to them, who were acting for the people, as well 
as to those who wished to speak in support of or 
against the accused, and that after hearing all parties 


1 For Dionysius’ use of the term mpofovAevpa and his 
theory respecting the patrum auctoritas see Vol. I., Introd., 
pp. xxv ff., especially xxvii f. 
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who desired to express their views regarding what they 
thought just and advantageous to the commonwealth, 
they should then all give their opinions as in a court of 
justice, after taking the oath appointed by law; and 
whatever the majority of the votes determined, should 
be valid. The tribunes having consented that the 
senate should pass the preliminary decree as the 
consuls desired, the meeting was dismissed for the 
time being. The next day the senate met in the 
senate-house, and after the consuls had acquainted 
them with the terms of the agreement they had made, 
they called the tribunes and bade them state why 
they were present. Thereupon Decius, who had 
consented that the preliminary decree should be 
passed, came forward and spoke as follows: 

XL. “ We are not ignorant, senators, of what will 
happen, namely, that we shall be censured before the 
people for coming to you, and shall have as our 
accuser in the matter of the preliminary decree a 
man who is possessed of the same power as ourselves 
and who did not think we ought to ask of you that 
which the law gives us or to receive as a favour that 
which is our right. And if we are tried for this, we 
shall run no small hazard, but shall be condemned as 
deserters and traitors and suffer the worst of punish- 
ments. But though sensible of these things, we 
have consented to come to you, relying on the justice 
of our cause and trusting to the oaths under which 
you will express your opinions. We are indeed un- 
important men to treat of such great and important 
subjects, and are far from equal to what the situation 


5 écyara B: aioxiora ACmg. 
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demands; but the matters we shall discuss are not 
unimportant. Attend, therefore, to these, and if 
they shall seem to you just and advantageous to the 
commonwealth—and, I may add, even necessary— 
permit us to obtain them of your own free will. 
XLI. “I shall speak first concerning the point of 
justice. After you had got rid of the kings with 
our assistance, senators, and had established our 
present constitution, with which we find no fault, you 
observed that the plebeians had always the worst of 
it in their suits whenever they had any difference with 
the patricians, which frequently happened; and you 
accordingly sanctioned a law, on the advice of Publius 
Valerius, one of the consuls, permitting the ple- 
beians, when oppressed by the patricians, to appeal 
their cases to the people; and by means of this law 
more than by any other measure you both preserved 
the harmony of the commonwealth and repulsed 
the attacks of the kings. It is in virtue of this law 
that we summon Gaius Marcius here to appear before 
the people because of the injustice and oppression 
which we all declare we have suffered at his hands, 
and we call upon him to make his defence before 
them. And in this case a preliminary decree was not 
necessary. J’or whereas in matters concerning which 
there are no laws you have the right to pass such a 
decree and the people have the right to ratify it, yet 
when there is an inviolable law, even though you pass 
no decree, that law must of course be observed. For 
surely no one will say that this appeal to the people 
must be allowed in the case of private citizens who 
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have got the worst of it in their trials, but not in the 
case of us, the tribunes. Firmly relying, therefore, 
upon this concession of the law, and thus encouraged 
to run the risk of submitting our cause to you as our 
judges, we have come before you. And in virtue of 
an unwritten and unenacted natural right we make 
this demand of you, senators, that we may be in 
neither a better nor a worse condition than you, 
at least in the matter of justice, inasmuch as we have 
assisted you in carrying on many important wars and 
have shown the greatest zeal in getting rid of the 
tyrants, and have had no small part in enabling the 
commonwealth to take orders from none but to give 
laws to others. Now the most effectual means you 
could take, fathers, to put us in no worse a condition 
than yourselves in point of rights would be to stop 
those who are making illegal attempts against our 
persons and our liberty, by placing before their eyes 
the fear of a trial. So far as magistracies, special 
privileges, and offices are concerned, we believe we 
should bestow them upon those who excel us in 
merit and fortune; but to suffer no wrong, and to 
receive justice adequate to any wrongs one may 
sustain, are rights, we hold, which should be equal and 
common to all who live under the same government. 
Accordingly, just as we yield to you the privileges 
that are illustrious and great, so we do not intend to 
give up those that are equal and common to all, Let 
this suffice concerning the point of justice, though 
there are many other things that might be said. 


8 Reiske: tdioravtes O. 
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XLII. “ Bear with me now while I explain to you 
in a few words how these demands of the people will 
also be advantageous to the commonwealth. For, 
come now, if anyone should ask you what you regard 
as the greatest of the evils that befall states and the 
cause of the swiftest destruction, would you not say 
itis discord? I, at least, think you would. For who 
is there among you so stupid, so perverse, and so 
immoderate a hater of equality as not to know that 
if the people are allowed to render judgment in 
causes in which the law gives them the authority, we 
shall live in harmony, whereas, if you decide to the 
contrary and deprive us of our liberty—for you will 
be depriving us of liberty if you deprive us of justice 
and law—you will drive us again into sedition and 
civil war? For if justice and law are banished from a 
state, sedition and war are wont to enter there. Now 
in the case of those who have had no experience of 
civil calamities, it is no wonder if, because of in- 
experience of those evils, they neither grieve over the 
misfortunes that are past nor take early precautions 
to prevent others in the future; but for those who, 
when exposed as you were, to the gravest perils, 
thought themselves happy to be rid of them by 
making such a settlement of the evils as the situation 
demanded, what specious or reasonable excuse is left 
them if they meet again with the same misfortunes ? 
Who would not consider you guilty of great folly and 
madness when he calls to mind that although just a 
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short time ago, in order to appease a sedition of the 
plebeians, you submitted to many things against your 
will, some of which were neither very honourable, 
perhaps, nor very advantageous, yet now, when you 
are not destined to be injured in either your fortunes 
or your reputation or, for that matter, in any of your 
public interests whatever, you are going to goad 
all plebeians into war again, to oblige the bitterest 
foes of democracy? No, not if you are wise. But I 
should like to ask you what motive induced you at the 
time to consent to our return upon the terms we 
desired. Did you foresee in the light of reason what 
was best, or did you yield to necessity? For if you 
thought those concessions to be of the greatest 
advantage to the commonwealth, why do you not 
adhere to them at present also? And if they were 
necessary and unavoidable, why are you disgruntled 
now that they have been made? Possibly you ought 
not to have granted them in the first place, if you 
could have avoided it, but once having granted them, 
you ought no longer to find fault with what is done. 

XLII. “ For my part, senators, I think you used 
the best judgment in regard to the accommodation 

. 1 to which you are obliged to yield . . .1 to 
observe faithfully the terms agreed upon. For you 
gave us the gods as sureties for the performance of 
the terms by invoking many grievous curses upon 
those who should violate the compact, both upon 
them and upon their posterity forever. But I do not 
know that it is necessary to weary you by saying any 
more in order to convince you, who are all well ac- 
quainted with the facts, that our demands are only 
what is just and advantageous, and that you are under 
every necessity of carrying them out, if you are 
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mindful of your oaths. Learn now, fathers, that it 
is a point of no small importance to us not to relinquish 
this contest, either yielding to force or deluded by 
trickery, but that we entered upon it because of the 
greatest necessity, having suffered outrageous treat- 
ment, and worse than outrageous, at the hands of this 
man. Or rather recall these facts from your own 
knowledge; for I shall say nothing that is not known 
to all of you. And at the same time use your own 
judgment in passing upon what I am saying, reflect- 
ing how, if any of us had attempted in an assembly of 
the people to say or do such things against your 
class as Marcius dared to utter here, you would have 
felt towards him. 

XLIV. “ For Marcius here was the first man among 
you who endeavoured to dissolve our unalterable 
compact of unity with the senate, secured by bonds 
all but adamantine, a compact which it is unlawful 
for either you, who swore to its observance, or your 
posterity to dissolve as long as this city shall be in- 
habited. And this he did before the compact was in 
its fourth ? year, nor was it in silence, nor after he 
had slunk into some secret hole, that he worked for 
its abrogation, but he openly expressed the opinion 
in this very place, in the presence of you all, that you 
ought no longer to allow us the tribunician power, but 
ought to abolish the first and only safeguard of our 
liberty, relying on which we entered into the accom- 
modation. Nor did his bluffing stop here, but giving 


1 The words “or do” are probably an interpolation. It 
was what Mareius said in the senate, not what he did there, 
that aroused the plebeians’ anger (chaps, 21-26). 

2 By our modern reckoning this was only the second year 
after the secession. 
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to the liberty of the poor the name of insolence, and 
to equality that of tyranny, he advised you to deprive 
us of them. Call to mind, fathers, the most wicked 
of all the measures he then urged, when he declared 
it to be a fine opportunity for you to remember again 
all your resentment against the plebeians for their 
former offences, and advised that now, while they 
were distressed for want of money and had already 
for a long time lacked the necessaries of life, you 
should crush their whole class by firmly holding the 
market to the same scarcity of provisions. For we 
should not hold out for any length of time, he said, 
while paying a high price for little corn, poor men 
that we are, but some of us would leave the city and 
go elsewhere, while those who remained would perish 
by the most miserable of all deaths. But he was so 
senseless and infatuated in giving you this advice as 
not to be able to see even this—that, to say nothing of 
the other evils he was inflicting by asking the senate to 
dissolve its compact, such a multitude of poor men, 
when deprived of the necessaries of life, would be 
compelled to attack the authors of their calamity, no 
longer regarding any one asafriend. Consequently, 
if you had been so mad as to adopt his advice, it must 
have ended in one of these two ways, for there would 
have been no middle course: either the whole plebeian 
multitude would have perished, or even the patrician 
class would not have survived. For we should not 
have allowed ourselves to be banished or put to death 
in so slavish a manner, but, having called upon the 
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gods and lesser divinities to be witnesses to our 
sufferings, be assured we should have filled the fora 
and the streets with many dead bodies, and after 
offering up a great bowl of the blood of our fellow- 
citizens, we should then have accepted our destined 
fate. Of such impious deeds, fathers, did he make 
himself the proponent, and such things did he think 
fit to demand in his harangue. 

XLV. “ Nor did Marcius merely undertake to 
utter words that would divide the city, yet refrain 
from acting in accordance with his words, but actually 
keeping about him a body of men ready for any 
service, he refuses to appear before our magistrates 
when summoned, and showers blows upon our 
assistants when at our command they endeavour to 
bring him away, and at last does not even refrain from 
offering violence to our own persons. The conse- 
quence is that, as far as in him lies, we bear the spe- 
cious name of an ‘inviolable’ magistracy, a term given 
in mockery, but discharge not one of the functions 
assigned to that magistracy. For how shall we give 
- relief to others who complain that they are injured, 
when we ourselves have no security? When, there- 
fore, we, the poor, have been thus insulted by one 
man who, though not yet a tyrant, is nevertheless 
aiming at tyranny; when we have already suffered 
many indignities, and came near suffering others, had 
not the majority of you, fathers, prevented it, have 
we not good reason to resent this and to feel that we 
ought to obtain some assistance as well as your 
sympathy in our resentment, when we summon him 
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to a fair and legal trial, in which the whole populace, 
divided into their tribes, will give their votes under 
oath after all who desire to speak have been heard? 
Go thither, Marcius, and say in your defence before 
all the citizens in a body what you are intending to 
say here—either that with the best intention you gave 
the soundest advice to these senators and that your 
advice, if followed, would have been advantageous to 
the commonwealth, or that it is not right that those 
who deliver their opinions in this place should have to 
give an account of their words, or that it was not with 
premeditation or treacherous purpose, but in a 
momentary yielding to passion that you were led to 
give this abominable advice, or whatever other de- 
fence you can offer. Descend from that overbearing 
and tyrannical haughtiness to a more democratic 
behaviour, wretched man, and make yourself at last 
like other men. Assume the humble and piteous 
demeanour of one who has erred and is asking pardon, 
such a demeanour as your plight requires. Seek to 
save yourself, not by offering violence to those you 
have injured, but by courting their favour. As an 
example of moderation, the practice of which would 
make you free from all reproach on the part of your 
fellow-citizens, take the actions of these worthy men. 
Though they are so many in number as you yourself 
see here present, and have displayed so many virtues 
both in war and in peace that I could not easily 
enumerate them in a very long time, yet they, the 
venerable and great, passed no cruel or haughty 
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sentence against us, the common and humble folk, 
but even took the lead themselves in making over- 
tures and offered us a reconciliation when Fortune had 
divided us from one another, and they agreed to 
make the compact upon the conditions we desired, 
rather than upon those they thought would be best 
for themselves; and finally, when the difficulties 
recently arose over the distribution of corn, for which 
we blamed them, they took great pains to remove 
these grounds of offence. 

XLVI. “I omit all the rest. But in your own 
behalf, and to deprecate the punishment due to your 
madness, what intercessions did they not employ 
with all the plebeians both collectively and in- 
dividually? Then, if it was seemly, Marcius, for the 
consuls and the senate, who have the oversight of so 
great a commonwealth, to submit to the judgment of 
the populace concerning any charges brought against 
them, is it not seemly also for you to do likewise? 
And though these men all regard it as no disgrace to 
entreat the plebeians to acquit you, do you think this 
same course disgraceful for yourself? And is this not 
enough for you, sir, but, just as if you had performed 
some fine action, do you go about preening yourself and 
indulging in boastful talk, refusing to abate anything 
of your pride? I say nothing, you see, of your also 
reviling, accusing, and threatening the people. And 
do you not resent his arrogance, fathers, in setting a 
greater value upon himself alone than even all of you 
set upon yourselves? And yet, even if you were all 
willing to vote to engage in war for his sake, he 
ought to be satisfied with this proof of your goodwill 
and zeal and not to accept a private favour at the 
expense of the public injury, but to consent to make his 
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defence, standing trial and, if need be, suffering any 
punishment. For such would be the behaviour of a 
good citizen who practises what is honourable in his 
actions, not merely in his words. But as for the 
violent deeds in which this man now indulges, of what 
kind of life do they give evidence? Of what kind of 
principles is it an indication to violate oaths, to break 
solemn pledges, to nullify covenants, to make war 
upon the people, to abuse the persons of magistrates, 
and to refuse to make oneself accountable for any of 
these actions, but submitting to no trial, offering no 
defence, courting no man, fearing no man, and dis- 
daining equality with any one of this great multitude 
of citizens, to strut about with impunity? Are not 
these the indications of a tyrannical disposition? I, 
at any rate, think so. And yet, encouraging and 
applauding this man are some of your own number, 
in whose minds is implanted an implacable hatred 
against the plebeians, and they cannot see that the 
growth of this evil threatens the humbler portion of 
the citizens no more than it does the more exalted 
portion, but imagine that when their adversary is 
enslaved their own situation will be secure. But this 
is not so in reality, misguided men. For if you will 
learn from the example afforded by Marcius and from 
history, and will be admonished by precedents both 
foreign and native, you will know that tyranny 
fostered against the people is fostered against the 
whole commonwealth, and that, though it begins at 
present with us, yet after it has gained strength it 
will not spare you either.” 
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XLVII. After Decius had spoken in this manner 
and the rest of the tribunes had supported him by 
adding what they thought he had omitted, and it was 
now time for the senators to deliver their opinions, 
first the oldest and the most honoured of the ex- 
consuls, being called upon by the consuls in the 
customary order, rose up, and after them those who 
were inferior to them in both these respects, and last 
of all, the youngest senators, who made no speeches 
(for that was still looked upon then as disgraceful by 
the Romans, and no young man presumed to be wiser 
than an old man), but seconded the opinions delivered 
by the ex-consuls. It was required, however, that all 
the senators should come forward and give their votes 
upon oath as in a court of justice. Then Appius 
Claudius, whom I mentioned before as the greatest 
enemy to the plebeians of all the patricians, one who 
could never relish the agreement made with the 
plebeians, opposed the passing of the preliminary 
decree, speaking as follows: 

XLVIII. “ For my part, I kept wishing and often 
prayed to the gods that I might be mistaken in the 
opinion I entertained concerning the accommodation 
with the populace, when I thought that the return of 
the fugitives would be neither honourable and just nor 
advantageous to us, and from first to last, whenever 
anything relating to this subject was proposed for 
our consideration, I was the first of all and finally the 
only one, after the rest had deserted me, who opposed 
it. And I also wished that you, senators, who have 
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1 Portus: qpiv O. 2 Reiske; zpocAOdvra O. 
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always hoped for the best and cheerfully granted to 
the populace all their demands, both just and unjust, 
might prove to be wiser than I. But now that things 
have not turned out for you as I wished and prayed, 
but rather as I expected, and now that the benefits 
you conferred have ended in envy and hatred, I shall 
forbear to censure you for your past errors or to cause 
you needless pain (which is a very casy thing to do 
and what everyone usually does), as I perceive that it 
will be out of place at this time. However, I shall 
endeavour to suggest to you how we may correct such 
of the past errors as are not absolutely incurable and 
may act with greater wisdom in the present situation. 
And yet I am not unaware that I shall appear to 
some of you to be mad and to be courting death 
in expressing my opinion freely concerning these 
matters, when they consider how great dangers 
frankness of speech involves, and reflect on the 
plight of Marcius, who at this moment runs the 
risk of losing his life for no other reason. But I 
believe that I ought not to be more anxious for my 
persona] safety than for the public welfare. For my 
body has already been given to the perils that attend 
your cause, senators, and devoted to the struggles in 
defence of the commonwealth; so that whatever 
Heaven pleases to ordain, I shall suffer it resolutely 
either with all of you or with a few, or, if necessary, 
even alone. But while I have life, no fear shall deter 
me from saying what I think. 

XLIX. “In the first place, I want you now at 
last to be firmly convinced of this, that your plebeian 


5 AoyLouevors Ba: AoyiLouevos ABb. 
6 pév O: per ody Reiske, Jacoby. 
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exwpyaare pderqy Te bpiv avidwrar Kat Kara 
dpovncews airia yeyover, ws dia THY _ ovdyeny 
ovyxwpnbevra ip vuadv, aan obK an’ evvoias 
ovde Kara Kpiow. oKomeire ydp ovUTws: dre 
> fs 4 A oe . ~ > 3 . ~ ‘ 
dméoTn AaBov 7a SrAa 6 SHpuos ad’ tuav Kat 
mroA€uios byty + erodunoer ex Tob dpavepob yeve- 
cba, ddun Bets pev ovdev, To py dvvacbat dé Ta 
xpéa. tots Cupp enet diaddoat ? oxnmrdpevos, 
Kal et ynpicarabe * Dpsets xpediv TE amoKoTas Kal 
ddcav av yuapre Kara ry dnéoracw ovdevos 
ett ‘Sejoeotau epyoer,* éyvwcav ot metous 
bpBv, ob yap 87 mavres ye, mapaxpovabévres 1 b77r0 
Trav oupBovruwv, WS ph Tore capedov, dxupBoat 5 
tovs én TH more reDévras vdjous Kal pnBevos 
TOV Tore yeyern Leven punoucaxedy dStxnpdrey. 
ov Hyamnoe Tavrns TUXMY THs xdperos, Hs 
peovns pepvnpevos on memoufoban Thy ano- 
oraow, aN edOds érépay ert Tavrys ree petln 
Kal Tapavouwréepav Swpedy, efovaiay ar 5007- 
vat Snpapyous €& avrob Kal? Exagrov eros dimro- 
Seuxvivar, mpdgacw pev ToLovpevos 7 eet épav 
tour, iva 67) rots adixoupevors kal KarLaxvo~ 
pevots TOV mevifrony émKoupia tis Umdpyn Kal 
Karaguyy, ws dé TadnBes elev, emPovrevuy TO 
Kop Tijs mohuretas Kal els OnpoKpatiay mept- 
orhoa ra mpdypwara BovAduevos. Kal TodT émeoay 
Has of adpBovdror 76 apyeiov edcat mapeABety ets 

1 Suiv Kiessling: jpiv B, om. R. 

2 S:arica B: diadrvoacba R. 

5 xel Umpioaobe Sintenis: Kai éfndicacbe O- 


282 


BOOK VII. 49, 1-4 


multitude is unfriendly and hostile to the established 
government, and that all the concessions you have 
through weakness made to them have not only been 
wasted by you, but have even exposed you to 
contempt, as having been granted by you through 
necessity rather than from goodwill or sober choice. 
For look at it in this way : When the populace took up 
arms, and, seceding from you, ventured to become 
openly your enemies, albeit they had received no 
injury, but offered as an excuse their inability to dis- 
charge their debts to their creditors, and when they 
declared that, if you would grant them an abolition 
of their debts and impunity for the offences they had 
committed during their secession, they would make no 
further demands, the greater part of you, though not 
all, misled by their advisers, voted—as would to 
Heaven they had not !—to abrogate the laws enacted 
in the interest of the public faith and to grant an 
amnesty for all the offences that had been committed 
atthattime. But the plebeians were not satisfied with 
obtaining this favour, which they said was the only 
one they had mentioned when they seceded, but 
straightway asked for another concession still greater 
and more illegal than this—that leave should be 
granted them to choose tribunes from their own 
number every year—making our superior strength 
their excuse for this demand, to the end, forsooth, 
that some aid and refuge might lie open to the poorer 
citizens who were wronged and oppressed, though in 
reality they were plotting against our form of govern- 
ment and desired to change it to a democracy. This 
magistracy also those advisers of ours prevailed upon 


4 Jacoby: é}7 O. 5 dxupHcat Ba: émxvpdoa R. 
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1 xBéBnxe mpodéyovros Sylburg: mpoBéByxe A€yovros O, 
Jacoby. 

? One or more words have apparently been omitted here 
by the MSS. Roisko supplied evuBpilenv. Kiessling proposed 
to read 7 aypiv ert padov evexerro Kal iepav, Kaysor ypiv anavrav 
lepav. 
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us to admit into the commonwealth, though its 
introduction was to the public detriment and in 
particular would arouse hatred against the senate, 
and notwithstanding that I, if you recall, exclaimed 
against it and called both gods and men to witness 
that you would bring into the commonwealth endless 
civil war, and foretold everything that has since 
befallen you. 

L. “ What, then, did this fine populace of ours do 
after you had granted them this magistracy also? 
They did not make a prudent use of so great a benefit 
nor did they receive it with respect and modesty, but, 
just as if we were in fear and consternation because 
of their strength .. 1 then they said this magistracy 
ought to be declared sacred and inviolable and should 
be secured by oaths, thus demanding for it a greater 
honour than you yourselves have conferred upon the 
consuls. To this also you submitted, and standing 
over the parts of the sacrificial victims, you invoked 
utter destruction upon both yourselves and your 
posterity if you should violate your oath. What, then, 
did they do when they had obtained this also? In- 
stead of being grateful to you and maintaining our 
ancestral form of government, they began from these 
ill-gotten advantages, and making these illegal acts 
the steps to future encroachments, they not only in- 
troduce laws without a preliminary decree of the sen- 
ate, but enact them without your concurrence ; they 
pay no regard to the decrees you publish; they accuse 
the consuls of maladministration of the state; and if 


1 See the critical note. 
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anything happens contrary to your agreement with 
them—and there are many things which human 
reason cannot accurately foresee—they attribute it, 
not to chance, as they should, but to deliberate in- 
tention on your part; and while they pretend that 
designs are being formed against them by you and 
that they are afraid you may either deprive them of 
their liberty or expel them from their country, they 
themselves are continually forming these very 
designs against you, and plainly show that their only 
method of guarding against the mischief they claim 
to fear consists in being the first to inflict it. This 
they have often made apparent even before now, 
upon many occasions which I am prevented from 
mentioning at present, but particularly by their 
treatment of Marcius here, a lover of his country and 
a man who is neither of obscure birth nor inferior 
himself to any of us in valour, whom they accused of 
forming designs against them and of giving evil 
advice in this place, and attempted to put to death 
without a trial. And if the consuls and the more 
sagacious among you had not become indignant at 
this action and joined together to restrain their 
illegal attempts, you would have been deprived in 
that one day of everything that your ancestors ac- 
quired with many labours and left to you, and of every- 
thing that you yourselves possess after undergoing 
no fewer struggles than they—of your prestige, your 
supremacy, and your liberty ; while those of you who 
had more spirit and would not have been contented 
with life alone unless you were to live in the enjoy- 
ment of those blessings, would, either then or soon 
after, have chosen to lose your lives rather than lose 
these privileges. For if once Marcius had been 
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made away with inso shameful and dastardly a manner, 
like one all alone in a wilderness, what could have 
hindered me also, after him, and all of you who 
had ever opposed or were likely to oppose thereafter 
the unlawful attempts of the populace, from perishing 
by being torn in pieces by our enemies? For they 
would not have been satisfied with getting only the two 
of us out of the way, nor would they, after going thus 
far, have desisted from their lawless course, if we are 
to judge the future from the past; but having begun 
with us, they would have rushed down like a torrent 
in flood upon all who opposed them and did not 
submit to them, and would have swept them away and 
borne them off, sparing neither birth, merit nor age. 

LI. “ These, senators, are the fine returns which 
the populace have either already made to you, or would 
have made, if it had not lain in your power to prevent 
them, for the many great benefits they have received 
from you. Now consider those things that they did 
after this magnanimous and prudent action on your 
part, in order that you may learn how you ought to 
deal with them. Well then, as soon as they found 
you resolved no longér to bear their insolence but 
prepared to join issue with them, they were struck 
with terror, and recovering themselves slightly, as 
from a fit of drunkenness or madness, they desisted 
from violence and had recourse to legal action; and 
appointing a day, they summoned Marcius to appear 
then and stand his trial, at which they themselves 
were to be at once the accusers, the witnesses, and 
the judges, and the ones to determine the degree of 
the punishment. And since you opposed this also, 
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> 289 
VOL. IV. iy 


DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS 


27 1 , ? 2 ON ) 25 souls 
EVEOTYTE VOMLOGVTES OUK ETL tK)V, arr €77rt 


, ~ 4 wv ¢ ~ e > x 
Tytwplav Kadetaba tov dvdpa, dpav as oddevds 
> iP > A , > 3) hed) ba) bs ¢ ~ 
avToKpaTwp €oTt mpdyparos, GAN’ 6a” dv? tpets 
mpofovrcvonre, raira emupndica Kips, ris 7° 
> A 4 Ww 4 ¢€ ~ ‘ \ 
adbadetas, hs modds emver tore, ddeirar vuvi Kal 
denodpevos tudv Beer ovyywphoa Kai radrnv 
avT@ rv xdpw. évOvpotpevor 8) tabt7’ aiobe- 
ca A 4 ia Lig id > o 4 
o8e 8 more Kal pdbere bre wav? dca pév 
re a 
edn béoreps. BovAevadpevor padov % dpovyscrrepa 
éxapicacbe atr@ cupdopds sipiv evivoye Kat 
BAdBas, doa 8 peta tod yevvaiov ardvres rots 
mapavepots adrob Kal Brators jrav7wOnre, Ta60" 
ct «a 7 / >? #, f ss i. 3 
bpuiv ets Séov exBeBnke. ti odv dyiv émora- 
pévots Tatra wapawd mpdrrew Kal riva yrapnv 
imép THv Tapévrwy aropaivouar; doa perv éeyapt- 
aaobe Kai ovveywpjoate TH Shum tiv éxOpav 
duadAarrépevor drwodimote udarrew Kupta, 
kal pi Avew Tad TéTe cuyywpynPevrwy perv, ody 
ws Kaddv Kal tis moAews d&iwy évtwv—ndbev 
yap ;—ddr’ os dvayxatwv Kat pnKére Seyopuevww 
, @ 7" v - la 4 
dudpOwow- doa 8’ dv e€w rovrouv Braldpuevos Kat 
Trapavopay aKOVTWY bya emixerph Aap Bavew 
3 
pre ovyywpety atta pyr emurpemew,® adr 
dvremparrety 4 Adyous Te Kab Epyots Kat opot 
mavras Kal éva éxacrov idia. ov ydp, av damat 
rd 
GudpTy tis etre dmarnfels cire dvayxacbeis, Kat 
iN 4 Ld ~ it 3 > > fd 
7a ora pow Sel ampdrrev, add’ exeivov 
1 évéornre Ri: dvréornre A. =? Ga’ Gv Sylburg: drav O. 
3 Camerarius: zporpérey O. 
290 


BOOK VII. 51, 3-6 


because you thought that he was summoned, not to 
be tried, but to be punished, the populace, perceiving 
that they have absolute authority in no matter what- 
ever, but only the power of ratifying your prelimin- 
ary decrees, now abate their arrogance, which then 
blew so strong, and have come to beg that you will 
grant them this favour also. Bearing this in mind, 
therefore, perceive at last and learn that all the 
privileges you have hitherto granted them, with 
greater guilelessness than prudence, have brought 
calamities and harm upon you, but that every 
courageous stand you have made against their illegal 
and violent acts has turned out advantageously. 
What, then, do I advise you to do, now that you under- 
stand these things, and what opinion do I express 
upon the present question? Just this: As regards 
the privileges and concessions which you made to the 
populace atthe time of your reconciliation, however you 
came to grant them, I advise you to adhere to them 
as valid and to abrogate none of the concessions you 
then made, not because they are honourable and 
worthy of the commonwealth—how could they be ?— 
but because they are necessary and can no longer be 
remedied. But as to anything beyond this which 
they may endeavour to extort from you against your 
will by violence and illegal means, I advise you not to 
grant or allow it, but to oppose them both by words 
and by deeds, not only all of you as a body, but each 
one individually. For it is not inevitable, if a person 
has erred once through either deception or necessity, 
that he should act in like manner in everything else, 


* dvrimparre C(?), Reiske: dvrimpdrrecba O. 
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but mindful of that error, he ought to consider by 
what means his future conduct may not resemble it. 
This is the resolution which I think you ought all 
of you unitedly to have formed, and I advise you to 
be prepared against the unjust encroachments of the 
populace. 

LII. “ That this matter, which is the subject of your 
present consideration, is also of a piece with their 
other unjust and illegal attempts and not, as the 
tribune endeavoured to prove in order to deceive you, 
a just and reasonable request, let those among you 
now learn who are not yet certain of it. Well then, 
the law relating to the popular courts, the law upon 
which Decius relied for his chief support, was not 
enacted against you patricians, but for the protection 
of such plebeians as are oppressed, as the law itself, 
written in unequivocal terms, plainly shows, and as 
all of you, being perfectly acquainted with it, always 
declare to be the case. Strong proof of this is 
afforded by the length of time it has been in force, 
which seems to be the best criterion in the case of 
every disputed principle of law; for nineteen years 
have now passed since this law was enacted, and 
during all this time Decius cannot point to a single 
instance of a trial, either public or private, brought 
against any patrician in virtue of this law. But if he 
shall assert that he can, let him produce it and we 
need no further discussion. As to the agreement 
you recently entered into with the plebeians (for it is 
necessary that you should be informed about this 
also, since the tribune has shown himself an un- 
scrupulous interpreter of it), it contains these two 
concessions—that the plebeians shall be discharged 
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of their debts, and that these magistrates shall be 
elected annually for the relief of the oppressed and 
the prevention of injustice toward them; and except 
these, there is no other provision. But let the greatest 
indication to you that neither this law nor the 
compact has given the populace the power of trying 
a patrician be the present behaviour of the populace 
themselves. For they ask this power of you today, 
as not having possessed it hitherto; yet no one would 
ask to receive from others anything to which he is 
entitled by law. And how can this, senators, be a 
natural, unwritten right—for Decius thought you 
ought to consider this—that the populace shall try all 
causes in which the plebeians are involved, whether 
the actions are brought against them by the patri- 
cians, or by them against the latter, while the patri- 
cians, whether plaintiff's or defendants in any suit with 
the plebeians, shall not decide those controversies, 
but the plebeians shall be given the advantage in 
both cases, while we enjoy neither right? But if 
Marcius or any other patrician whatsoever has in- 
jured the people and deserves either death or banish- 
ment, let him be punished after being tried, not by 
them, but here, as the law directs. Unless, forsooth, 
Decius, the populace will be impartial judges and 
would not show any favour to themselves when 
giving their votes concerning an enemy, whereas these 
senators, if they are empowered to vote in his case, 
will regard the wrong-doer as of more importance 
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than the commonwealth that suffers from his wrong- 
doing, when as the result of their verdict they are 
sure to draw upon themselves a curse, the guilt of 
perjury, the detestation of mankind, and the anger 
of the gods, and to go through life haunted by 
dismal hopes! It is unworthy of you, plebeians, to 
entertain these suspicions about the senate, to whom 
you acknowledge that you concede honours, magis- 
tracies, and the most important powers in the com- 
monwealth on the basis of merit, and to whom you 
say you feel very grateful for the zeal they showed 
for your return. These sentiments are inconsistent 
with one another; and it is not reasonable that 
you should fear those you commend and entrust the 
same persons with the more serious responsibilities 
while at the same time distrusting them in those 
of less consequence. Why do you not keep to one 
uniform judgment, either trusting them in every- 
thing or distrusting them in everything? But, on 
the contrary, you think them capable of passing a 
preliminary decree about principles of right, but 
not of sitting in judgment concerning these very 
principles involved in that decree. I had many 
other things to say concerning the rights of this 
matter, senators; but let this suffice. 

LIT. “ But since Decius undertook to speak also 
on the subject of advantage, pointing out how ex- 
cellent a thing harmony is and how terrible a thing 
sedition, and that, if we cultivate the populace, we 
shall live together in harmony, but if we hinder them 
from banishing whomsoever of the patricians they 
wish or murdering them, we shall be involved in a 
civil war, though I have many things to say upon 
this head, I shall content myself with very few. 
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And first I have to marvel at the dissimulation— 
surely it is not lack of sense—of Decius, if he imagines 
that he is a better judge of the interests of the 
state, though he has just entered upon the ad- 
ministration of public affairs, than we who have 
grown old in it and have made the city a great 
from a small one; and, in the next place, if he 
supposed that he could persuade you that you had to 
deliver up any man to his enemies to be punished, 
particularly a fellow-citizen of yours and one who 
is not a person of no consequence or merit, but one 
whom you yourselves look upon as most brilliant 
in war, most exemplary in his private life, and 
inferior to none in handling public affairs. And 
these things he has dared to say, though he knows 
that you show the greatest respect for suppliants 
and do not exclude from such humanity even those 
of your enemies who flee hither for refuge. Indeed, 
if you knew we practised the very contrary of all 
this, Decius, entertaining impious ideas about the 
gods and practising injustice towards men, what 
deed more dreadful than this could you have ad- 
vised us to commit, by which we shall incur the 
hatred of both gods and men and be utterly and 
totally destroyed? We have no need of your 
advice, Decius, either about delivering up any of 
our citizens or about any other business we have 
to transact. Nor do we believe that, in judging of 
our own interests, we should use a borrowed wisdom 
of youths—we who, through long experience of both 
good and evil fortune, have come to our present 
age. As for the threats of war with which you 
endeavour to terrify us—not now employed by you 
for the first time, but flaunted often in the past by 
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many—leaving them to our habitual mildness to 
deal with, we shall bear them with intrepidity. 
And if you indeed try to do anything like what you 
threaten, we shall defend ourselves with the assist- 
ance both of the gods, who are always wroth with 
the aggressors in an unjust war, and of men, no 
small number of whom will be our allies. For all 
the Latins, to whom we lately granted equal rights 
of citizenship, will be on our side, fighting for this 
commonwealth as for a country now their father- 
land, and the many flourishing cities colonized from 
Rome, counting it imperative that their mother- 
city should be saved, will come to her defence. 
And if you reduce us to the necessity of embracing 
every kind of assistance, Decius, we shall submit to 
inviting even our slaves to liberty, our enemies to 
friendship, and all mankind to a share in our hopes 
of victory, and then join issue with you. But, O 
Jupiter and all ye gods who guard the Roman 
state, may there be no occasion for anything of this 
kind! Rather may these terrible threats go no 
farther than words and result in no deplorable act! ”’ 

LIV. Thus Appius spoke. Then Manius Valerius, 
who was the greatest friend to the plebeians of all 
the senators and had shown the greatest zeal for 
the accommodation, upon this occasion also openly 
espoused their cause and delivered a speech, com- 
posed with much thought, in which he censured 
those senators who would not permit the common- 
wealth to remain united, but sought to divide the 
plebeians from the patricians and for trifling causes 
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to rekindle the flames of civil strife. He then com- 
mended those who held that there was but one 
advantage to be considered and that the common 
advantage, and regarded everything else as secon- 
dary to harmony; and he showed them that, if the 
populace obtained the right to try this man, as they 
demanded, and received this privilege also with the 
consent of the senate, possibly they would not even 
press the prosecution to the end but, satisfied with 
having got him in their power, would treat him with 
lenity rather than severity. And even if the tribunes 
should believe it to be necessary by all means to 
carry the case through to its lawful conclusion and 
the populace should thus be empowered to give 
their votes concerning him, they would acquit him 
of the charge, partly out of respect for the defendant 
himself, whose many brave deeds they had cause to 
remember, and partly by way of making this return 
to the senate for the favour it had granted by giving 
them this power and by opposing them in nothing 
that was reasonable. Nevertheless, he advised that 
not only the consuls, but all the senators and the 
rest of the patricians as well should be present in a 
body at the trial and assist Marcius in making his 
defence and entreat the people to come to no harsh 
decision concerning him, assuring them that the 
presence of these men also would contribute not a 
little toward turning the scales on the side of the 
defendant’s acquittal; and he advised that they 
should not only thus assist him themselves b 

expressing their views, but that each of them should 
summon his own clients and assemble his friends, 
and if they thought that any of the plebeians were 
attached to them as the result of benefits they had 
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received from them, they should ask these too to 
show their gratitude for former favours now when 
they were to give their votes. He showed them also 
that there would be no small element among the 
populace which loved the right and hated the wrong, 
and an even larger number who knew how to sym- 
pathize with human misfortunes and to feel com- 
passion for men in positions of honour when their 
fortunes have suffered reverse. But the greater 
part of his speech was addressed to Marcius him- 
self, in which he joined exhortation to admonition, 
and entreaty to compulsion. For he begged of him, 
since he was accused of dividing the populace from 
the senate and also charged with being tyrannical 
by reason of his arbitrary manner, and since all 
men were filled with fear that because of him there 
would spring up sedition and all the irreparable evils 
which civil wars bring in their train, that he would 
not make true and valid the accusations against 
himself by persevering in his invidious way of life, 
but would change it to an humble deportment, 
submit his person to the power of those who com- 
plained of being injured, and not decline to clear 
himself by a just defence of an unjust charge. For 
that course was not only for saving his life the 
surest, he told him, but also, as regarded the reputa- 
tion he coveted, the most brilliant, and it was in 
keeping with the deeds he had already performed ; 
whereas, if he should show himself arrogant rather 
than moderate and expect the senate to expose 
themselves to every danger for his sake, he declared 
that the defeat he might bring to those who had 
listened to him would be disastrous, while a victory 
would be disgraceful to them. He then indulged 
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in many lamentations and enumerated the most im- 
portant and the most obvious evils that befall states 
in times of dissension. 

LV. When he had related all these evils with 
many tears—tears that were not feigned and 
affected, but genuine—this man who was eminent 
for the dignity both of his years and of his merits, 
perceiving that the senate was moved by his words, 
proceeded then with confidence to deliver the 
remainder of his speech. “‘ If any of you, senators,” 
he said, “ are disturbed by the thought that you will 
be introducing a pernicious custom into the com- 
monwealth if you grant the populace the power of 
giving their votes against the patricians, and enter- 
tain an opinion that the tribunician power, if con- 
siderably strengthened, will serve no good purpose, 
let them learn that their opinion is erroneous and 
their surmise is the opposite of what it should be. 
For if anything is going to be the means of pre- 
serving this commonwealth and insuring that she 
shall never be deprived of her liberty or her power, 
but shall ever continue to be united and harmonious 
in all respects, the most effective instrument. will 
be the populace if taken as partners in the adminis- 
tration of affairs; and what will benefit us above 
everything will be, not to have a simple and un- 
mixed form of government administering the state, 
whether monarchy, oligarchy, or democracy, but a 
constitution combined out of all of these. For each 
of these forms by itself alone very easily ends in 
wantonness and lawlessness; but when all of them 





5 Kiessling: pyre O. 
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are duly combined, the element which is inclined at 
any time to make innovations and to overstep the 
customary bounds is held in check by the element 
which is self-restrained and remains true to its own 
character. Thus monarchy, when it becomes cruel 
and insolent and begins to pursue tyrannical measures, 
is overthrown by a few good men. And an oligarchy 
composed of the best men, which is your present 
form of government, when it has become elated by 
reason of its wealth and its bands of partisans, and 
pays no regard to justice or to any other virtue, is 
overthrown by a prudent democracy. And when a 
democracy that is moderate and governs in accord- 
ance with laws begins to be disorderly and lawless, 
it is taken in hand by the strongest man and set 
right by force. You, senators, have devised all the 
precautions possible to prevent the monarchical 
power from degenerating into tyranny, for you 
have invested two men instead of one with the 
supreme power of the commonwealth, and though 
you have entrusted this magistracy to them, not for 
an indefinite time, but only for a year, you never- 
theless appoint, to keep watch over them, three 
hundred patricians, at once the best and the oldest, 
of whom this senate is composed. But you do not 
seem as yet to have appointed any to watch over 
you yourselves, to insure your remaining within 
proper bounds. Now as for you, I have no fear so 
far that you will permit your minds to be corrupted 
by the magnitude and number of your blessings, 
since you have only recently delivered the com- 
monwealth from a long tyranny and because of the 
long and continuous wars have not yet had leisure 
to grow insolent and wanton. But with regard to 
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your successors, when I consider how great changes 
the long course of time brings with it, I am afraid 
that the men of power in the senate may introduce 
some change and, unnoticed, transform the govern- 
ment into a tyrannical monarchy. 

LVI. “ If, then, you admit the populace also to a 
share in the government, no evil will arise for you 
here. But the man who aims at greater power than 
the rest of his fellow-citizens and has formed a faction 
in the senate of all who are willing to share his dis- 
affection and his crimes (for when we are deliberat- 
ing concerning the commonwealth we ought to fore- 
see every likely contingency), this great and august 
person, I say, when called upon by the tribunes to 
appear before the popular assembly, before the 
lowly and humble people, will have to give an 
accounting of both his actions and his purpose, 
and if found guilty, suffer the punishment he de- 
serves. And lest the people themselves, when vested 
with so great a power, should grow wanton and, 
seduced by the demagoguery of the worst men, make 
war upon the best citizens (for it is in the masses 
as a rule that a tyranny springs up), some person 
of exceptional sagacity, created dictator by you, 
will guard against this evil and will not allow them 
to do anything lawless; for, being invested with 
absolute and irresponsible power, he will cut off the 
diseased part of the commonwealth and will not 
permit that which is as yet uninfected to be con- 
taminated; he will reform in the best manner pos- 
sible the habits, usages and aims of the citizens, 
and appoint such magistrates as he thinks will govern 
the state with the greatest prudence; and having 
effected these things within the space of six months, 
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he will again become a private citizen, receiving no 
other reward for these actions than the honour. 
Do you, then, bearing these things in mind, and 
believing that this is the most perfect form of 
government, debar the populace from nothing, but, 
even as you have granted them the right of choos- 
ing the magistrates who are to preside each year 
over the commonwealth, as well as of confirming or 
invalidating laws, of declaring war and making 
peace—which are the greatest and the most im- 
portant matters that come up for action in the 
commonwealth—and have not invested the senate 
with authority over any one of these matters, in 
like manner give them also a share in the courts, 
and particularly in the trials of those who are accused 
of crimes against the state by raising a sedition or 
aiming at tyranny or discussing a betrayal of the 
state with the enemy or attempting some other 
mischief of like nature. For the more formidable 
you make it for the overbearing and self-seeking to 
transgress the laws and to alter your customs, by 
appointing many eyes to watch and many men to 
keep guard over them, the better will be the condition 
of your commonwealth.” 

LVII. After he had said this and other things to 
the same purport, he ended. And the rest of the 
senators who rose up after him, except a few, con- 
curred in his opinion. When the preliminary decree 
of the senate was to be drawn up, Marcius, asking 
leave to speak, said: ‘ You all know, senators, how 
I have acted with regard to the commonwealth, and 
that it is because of my goodwill toward you that I 
have come into this danger, and furthermore that 
your behaviour toward me has been contrary to my 
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expectation; and you will know this even better 
when the action against me has ended. However, 
since the opinion of Valerius prevails, may these 
measures prove of advantage to you and may I 
prove a poor judge of future events. But in order 
not only that you who are to draw up the decree 
may know upon what terms you are going to deliver 
me up to the people, but that I also may not fail 
to know on what charge I am to defend myself, 
pray order the tribunes to declare in your presence 
what the crime is of which they intend to accuse 
me and what title they propose to give to the 
cause. 

LVIII. He said this in the belief that he was to 
be tried for the words he had spoken in the senate, 
and also from a desire that the tribunes should 
acknowledge that they intended to accuse him on 
this charge. But the tribunes, after consulting 
together, charged him with aiming at tyranny and 
ordered him to come prepared to make his defence 
against that charge. For they were unwilling to 
confine their accusation to a single point, and that 
neither a strong one in itself nor acceptable to the 
senate, but were scheming to obtain for them- 
selves the authority to bring any charges they wished 
against Marcius, and were expecting to deprive 
him of the assistance of the senators. Thereupon 
Marcius said: “‘ Very well, if this is the charge on 
which I am to be tried, I submit myself to the 
judgment of the plebeians; and let there be nothing 
to prevent the drawing up of the preliminary decree.” 
The greater part of the senators too were well pleased 
that he was to be tried upon this charge, for two 
reasons—first, that to speak one’s mind freely in the 
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1 A period long enough to include three market-days 
(trinum nundinum or trinundinum) had to elapse between the 
official announcement of any business to be brought before the 
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senate was not going to render one liable to an 
accounting, and second, that Marcius, who had led 
a modest and irreproachable life, would easily clear 
himself ofthat accusation. After this the preliminary 
decree for the trial was drawn up and Marcius was 
given time till the third market-day 1 to prepare his 
defence. The Romans had markets then, as now, 
every eighth? day, upon which days the plebeians 
resorted to the city from the country and exchanged 
their produce for the goods they bought, settled 
their grievances in court, and ratified by their votes 
such matters of public business as either the laws 
assigned or the senate referred to them for decision ; 
and as the greater part of them were small farmers? 
and poor, they passed in the country the seven 
days intervening between the markets. As soon, 
therefore, as the tribunes received the preliminary 
decree they went to the Forum, and calling the 
people together, gave great praise to the senate, 
and then, after reading the decree, appointed a day 
for holding the trial, at which they asked all the 
citizens to be present, as matters of the greatest 
moment were to be decided by them. 

LIX. When news of this was spread abroad, there 
was great enthusiasm and marshalling of forces on the 
part of both the plebeians and the patricians, the 
former feeling that they were about to avenge them- 


comitia and the putting of the matter to the vote. It is un- 
certain, in view of the ancient practice of reckoning intervals 
a whether this period was two Roman weeks or 
three. 

2 Literally ‘“‘ninth’’, by inclusive reckoning. 

3 Literally adroupyos means ‘doing one’s own work’’; but 
the term was applied particularly to farmers who tilled their 
own fields. 
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selves upon the most arrogant of all men, and the 
latter striving earnestly to save the champion of the 
aristocracy from falling into the hands of his enemies ; 
and to both parties it seemed that their whole claim 
to life and liberty was at stake in this trial. When 
the third market-day arrived, such a crowd of people 
from the country as had never before been known had 
come together in the city and held possession of the 
Forum from the very break of day. The tribunes 
then summoned the populace to the tribal assembly, 
first having roped off portions of the Forum in which 
the tribes were to take their places separately. And 
this was the first time the Romans ever met in their 
tribal assembly to give their votes against a man, the 
patricians very violently opposing it and demanding 
that the centuriate assembly should be convened, as 
was their time-honoured custom. For in earlier 
times, whenever the people were to give their votes 
upon any point referred to them by the senate, the 
consuls had summoned the centuriate assembly, after 
first offering up the sacrifices required by law, some 
of which are still performed down to our time. The 
populace was wont to assemble in the field of Mars 
before the city, drawn up under their centurions and 
their standards as in war. They did not give their 
votes all at the same time, but each by their re- 
spective centuries, when these were called upon by 
the consuls. And there being in all one hundred and 
ninety-three centuries, and these distributed into six 


5 37 evavrioupevwy Cobet: $€ evavtiouperwy O, Srevavriov- 
pévew Sintenis, évavtiouxpevwy Kayser, Jacoby. 

6 dua added here by Kiessling, after ody by Sintenis; 
Jacoby omits. 
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1 paxopevuy after payats deleted by Reiske, who also 
suggested Aaxevrwv for payopnévwy. Sylburg proposed Tagoo- 
pévav, while Grimm retained payonévwv and deleted & vais 
pdxacs. 
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classes, that class was first called and gave its vote 
which consisted of those citizens who had the highest 
property rating and who stood in the foremost rank in 
battle; in this were comprised eighteen centuries of 
horse and eighty of foot. The class that voted in 
the second place was composed of those of smaller 
fortunes who occupied an inferior position in battle 
and had not the same armour as the front-line fighters, 
but less; this multitude formed twenty centuries, 
and to them were added two centuries of carpenters, 
armourers and other artificers employed in making 
engines of war. Those who were called to vote in 
the third class made up twenty centuries; they had 
a lower rating than those of the second class and were 
posted behind them, and the arms they carried were 
not equal to those of the men in front of them. 
Those next called had a still lower property rating 
and had a safer post in battle and their armour was 
lighter; these also were divided into twenty cen- 
turies, and arrayed with them were two centuries of 
horn-blowers and trumpeters. The class which was 
called in the fifth place consisted of those whose 
property was rated very low, and their arms were 
javelins and slings; these had no fixed place in the 
battle-line, but being light-armed men and mobile, 
they attended the heavy-armed men and were dis- 
tributed into thirty centuries. The poorest of the 
citizens, who were not less numerous than all the rest, 


1 For a fuller account of the comitia centuriata as established 
by Servius Tullius see iv. 16 ff. 





* Adyou Portus: guAai O, Aa Jacoby. 
3 edarrova after exelvors deleted by Reiske. 
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1 orparaav re Portus, Sylburg: ovpatidra: AB. 
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voted last and made but one century; they were 
exempt from the military levies and from the war- 
taxes paid by the rest of the citizens in proportion 
to their ratings, and for both these reasons were given 
the least honour in voting. If, therefore, in the case 
of the first centuries, which consisted of the horse and 
of such of the foot as stood in the foremost rank in 
battle, ninety-seven centuries were of the same 
opinion, the voting was at an end and the remaining 
ninety-six centuries were not called upon to give their 
votes. But if this was not the case, the second class, 
composed of twenty-two centuries, was called, and 
then the third and so on till ninety-seven centuries 
were of the same opinion. Generally the points in 
dispute were determined by the classes first sum- 
moned, so that it was then needless to take those of 
the later classes. It seldom happened that a matter 
was so doubtful that the voting went on till the last 
class was reached, consisting of the poorest citizens ; 
and it was in the nature of a miracle when, in con- 
sequence of the first hundred and ninety-two centuries 
being equally divided, the addition of this last vote 
to the rest turned the scale one way or the other. 
The supporters of Marcius, accordingly, demanded 
that this assembly based on the census should be 
called, expecting that he might perhaps be acquitted 
by the first class with its ninety-eight centuries, or, 
if not, at least by the second or third class. On the 
other hand, the tribunes, who also suspected this out- 
come, thought they ought to call the tribal assembly 





® yy Toro Hudson: pera rovrww A, pera totro B, 
3 répas Cmg: wépas O. 

4 éni Kiessling: aaé O. 

5 Hertlein: ime O. 
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1 Jedot Sylburg : guderuxol 0. 
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and to empower it to decide this cause, to the end 
that neither the poor might be at a disadvantage as 
compared with the rich nor the light-armed men have 
a less honourable station than the heavy-armed, nor 
the mass of plebeians, by being relegated to the last 
calls, be excluded from equal rights with the others, 
but that all the citizens might be equal to one another 
in their votes and equal in honour, and at one call 
might give their votes by tribes. The claim of the 
tribunes seemed to be more just than that of the 
patricians in that they thought the tribunal of 
the people ought to be a popular, not an oligarchic, 
tribunal, and that the cognizance of crimes com- 
mitted against the commonwealth ought to be com- 
mon to all. 

LX. The tribunes having with difficulty gained this 
point also from the patricians, when it was time for 
the trial to be held, Minucius, one of the consuls, rose 
first and spoke as the senate had directed him. First 
he reminded the populace of all the benefits they had 
received from the patricians; and next he asked 
that in return for so many good offices they should 
grant at their request one necessary favour in the 
interest of the public welfare. In addition to this, he 
praised harmony and peace, told of the great good 
fortune which each of them brings to states, and 
inveighed against discord and civil wars, by which, he 
toldthem, many cities had been destroyed with all their 
inhabitants and whole nations had perished utterly. 
He exhorted them not to indulge their resentment so 
far as to prefer worse counsels to better, but with 
sober reason to contemplate future events, nor, again, 





3 otro. Kiessling: adroit R, om. Kayser. 
4 Sintenis: ypetay O. 
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* ols odk dv Sixaiws . . . dmoroiev (of. x. 11, 3) Cobet: ols 
ovx av dtxardowor (Sixaiws Ba) . . . dmareiv AB, Jacoby, wore 
ovx av Sixaiws . . . dmoreiv Kiessling. 


326 


BOOK VII. 60, 2-5 


to take the worst of their fellow-citizens for their 
advisers when deliberating concerning matters of the 
greatest importance, but rather those they esteemed 
the best, men from whom they knew their country 
had received many benefits in both peace and war 
and whom they would not have any reason to 
distrust, as if they had changed their natures. But 
the sum and substance of his whole discourse was to 
persuade them to pass no vote against Marcius, but 
preferably to acquit him for his own sake, remember- 
ing what sort of man he had proved himself toward 
the commonwealth and how many battles he had 
won in fighting for both its liberty and its supremacy, 
and that they would be acting in neither a pious nor 
a just manner nor in a way worthy of themselves, if 
they held a grudge against him for his objectionable 
words, while feeling no gratitude for his splendid 
deeds. ‘The present occasion, too, he told them, was 
a splendid one for acquitting him, when he had come 
in person to surrender himself to his adversaries and 
was ready to acquiesce in whatever they should 
decide concerning him. If, however, they were un- 
able to become reconciled to him, but were harsh and 
inexorable, he asked them to bear in mind that the 
senate, consisting of three hundred men who were the 
best in the city, was present to intercede for him, 
and begged them to feel some compassion and to 
soften their hearts, and not for the sake of punishing 
one enemy to reject the intercession of so many 
friends, but rather as a favour to many good men to 
disregard the prosecution of one man.!_ Having said 


1 Of. Livy ii. 35, 5. 





2 § avrov Ba: &’ avrdy ABb. 
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1 Steph.: ezety A(?) B, Jacoby. 
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this and other things to the same purport, he ended 
his speech with this suggestion, that if they acquitted 
the man by taking a vote, they would seem to have 
freed him because he had not done the people any 
wrong, whereas, if they prevented the trial from 
being completed, they would appear to have done 
so as a favour to those who interceded in his behalf. 

LXI. When Minucius had done speaking, Sicinius 
the tribune came forward and said that he would 
neither betray the liberty of the plebeians himself 
nor willingly permit others to betray it, but if the 
patricians really consented that the man should be 
tried by the plebeians, he would take their votes and 
do nothing more. After this Minucius came forward 
and said: “‘ Since you are eager, tribunes, that a vote 
shall be taken by all means concerning this man, let 
not your accusations go beyond the formal charge, 
but, as you have alleged that he aims at tyranny, 
show this and bring your evidence to prove it. But 
neither mention nor charge him with the words you 
accuse him of having spoken in the senate against 
the people. For the senate has voted to acquit him 
of this accusation and has thought proper that he 
should appear before the people upon specific 
charges.” And he thereupon read out the prelimin- 
ary decree. Having said this and adjured them to 
adhere to it, he descended from the tribunal. 
Sicinius was the first of the tribunes to set forth the 
charge, which he did in a very studied and elaborate 
speech, attributing everything the man had con- 
tinued to say or do against the people to a design to 
setuptyranny. Then, after him, the most influential 
of the tribunes spoke. 

LXII. When Marcius was given an opportunity to 
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speak,! he began from his earliest youth and enumer- 
ated all the campaigns he had made in the service of 
the commonwealth, the crowns he had received from 
the generals as rewards of victory, the foes he had 
taken captive and the citizens he had saved in battle; 
and in each instance that he mentioned he displayed 
his rewards, cited the generals as witnesses, and called 
by name upon the citizens whom he had saved. 
These came forward with lamentations and entreated 
their fellow-citizens not to destroy as an enemy the 
man to whom they owed their preservation, begging 
one life in return for many and offering themselves 
in his stead to be treated by them as they thought fit. 
The greater part of them were plebeians and men 
extremely useful to the commonwealth; and their 
countenances and their entreaties roused such a sense 
of shame in the people that they were moved to pity 
and tears. Then Marcius, rending his garments, 
showed his breast full of wounds and every other part 
of his body covered with scars, and asked them if they 
thought that to save one’s fellow-citizens in war and 
to destroy in time of peace those thus saved were 
actions of the same kind of person, and if anyone who 
is endeavouring to set up a tyranny ever expels from 
the state the common people, by whom tyranny is 
chiefly abetted and nourished. While he was yet 
speaking, those of the plebeians who were fair- 
minded and lovers of the right cried out to acquit him, 
and were ashamed that a man who had so often 
scorned his own life to preserve them all was even 
being brought to trial in the first place upon such a 


1 Livy states (ii. 35, 6) that Coriolanus was not present at 
the trial. 


1 76 deleted by Reiske before dAdo. 
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charge. Those, however, who were by nature male- 
volent, enemies of the right, and easy to be led into 
any kind of sedition were sorry they were going to 
have to acquit him, but felt that they could not do 
otherwise, since they could find no evidence of his 
having aimed at tyranny, which was the point upon 
which they had been called to give their votes. 
LXIII. When this had been observed by Decius, 
the one who had spoken in the senate and prevailed 
on them to pass the decree for the trial, he rose up, 
and having commanded silence, said: “Since, 
plebeians, the patricians acquit Marcius of the words 
he spoke in the senate and of the violent and over- 
bearing deeds that followed because of them, and 
do not permit us, either, to accuse him, hear what 
other deed, quite apart from words, this honourable 
man has been guilty of toward you, how insolent and 
tyrannical a deed, and learn what law of yours he, 
though a private citizen, has broken. You all know, 
of course, that the law ordains that all the spoils 
we are able to take from the enemy by our valour 
shall belong to the public and that not only no private 
citizen has the disposition of them, but not even the 
general of our forces himself; but the quaestor, taking 
them over, sells them and turns the proceeds over to 
the public treasury. And this law, during all the 
time our city has been inhabited, not only has been 
violated by no one, but has not even been criticized as 
being a bad law. But Marcius here is the first and 
only man who, in contempt of this law while it stood 





1 Kiessling; dmeumodc O. 
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and was valid, has thought fit, plebeians, to appro- 
priate to himself the spoils which belong to us in 
common; and this was only last year, not long ago. 
For when you made an incursion into the territory 
of the Antiates and captured many prisoners, many 
cattle, and a great quantity of corn, together with 
many other effects, he neither reported these to the 
quaestor nor sold them himself and turned the pro- 
ceeds over to the public treasury, but distributed 
and gave as a present to his own friends the entire 
booty. This action, now, I aver to be a proof of his 
aiming at tyranny. What else could it be, when he 
used the public funds to gratify his flatterers, his 
bodyguards, and the accomplices in the tyranny he 
meditated? And this I maintain to be an open 
violation of the law. Let Marcius, then, come for- 
ward and show one of two things—either that he did 
not distribute among his friends the spoils he took 
from the enemy’s country, or that in doing so he is not 
violating the laws. But neither of these things will 
he be able to say to you. For you yourselves are 
acquainted with both matters—with the law and with 
what he did. And if you acquit him, your decision 
cannot possibly be regarded as in accordance with 
justice and your oaths. Say naught, then, about your 
crowns, your rewards of valour, your wounds, and all . 
the rest of that claptrap, and answer to these points, 
Marcius: for I now yield the floor to you.” 

LXIV. This accusation caused a great shift in 
sentiment to the other side. For those who were 
more reasonable and were zealously working for the 
acquittal of Marcius, upon hearing these things, 
grew less confident, and all the malevolent, who 
constituted the larger part of the populace and were 
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of course eager to destroy him at all costs, were still 
more encouraged in their purpose now that they had 
got hold of an important and clear ground for their 
attack. For the distribution of the spoils was a fact, 
though it had been made without any evil intent 
and not for the setting up of a tyranny, as Decius 
charged, but from only the best of motives and for 
the correction of the evils that beset the common- 
wealth. For as the sedition still continued at that 
time and the populace was then divided from the 
patricians, their enemies, despising them, made 
raids into their country and plundered it without 
intermission; and whenever the senate decided to 
send out an army to stop these raids, none of the 
plebeians would serve in it, but rejoiced at what was 
happening and permitted it to continue; and the 
force of the patricians alone was inadequate. Mar- 
cius, observing this, promised the consuls that he 
would march against the enemy with an army of 
volunteers if they would give him the command of it, 
and would soon take revenge on them; and having 
received authority to do so, he called together his 
clients and friends and such of the citizens as wished 
to share in the advantages éxpected from the 
general's good fortune in war and his valour. When 
he thought an adequate force had assembled, he 
led them against the enemy, who had no previous 
knowledge of his purpose. And making an incursion 
into their country, which was well stocked with 
many good things, and capturing a vast amount of 
booty, he permitted his soldiers to divide up all the 
spoils among themselves, to the end that both those 
who had assisted him in this expedition, by receiving 
the fruit of their labours, might cheerfully engage in 
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1 In view of the impossibility of an equal division of the 
votes if the total was an odd number Spelman substituted 22 
tribes for 21, while Mommsen (Die rém. Tribus, p. 9) argued 
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the service upon other occasions, and the others who 
had declined it, considering all the benefits they had 
lost through their sedition, when they might have 
shared in them, might act with greater prudence in 
the case of future expeditions. Such was the inten- 
tion of Marcius in this affair; but to the festering 
anger and envy of enemies the action, when con- 
sidered by itself, appeared a kind of flattery of the 
people and a bribery tending toward tyranny. As 
a result the whole Forum was full of clamour and 
tumult and neither Marcius himself nor the consul 
nor anyone else had any answer to make to the 
charge, so incredible and unexpected did it appear 
to them. When nothing further was said in his 
defence, the tribunes called upon the tribes to give 
their votes, and fixed perpetual banishment as the 
penalty inthe case. This, I suspect, was due to their 
fear that he could not be convicted if death were 
set asthe penalty. After they had all voted and the 
votes were counted, the difference was found to be 
slight. For out of the twenty-one tribes that were 
then in existence and gave their votes Marcius had 
nine in favour of his acquittal; so that if two more 
tribes had joined his side, he would have been acquitted 
as the result of the equal division of the votes, as the 
law prescribed.1 


for 20. But it is more likely that the strange error is due to 
Dionysius himself. Livy mforms us that there were 21 
tribes after 495 B.c. (ii. 21, 7), a number that was not increased 
until 387 (vi. 5, 8). Moreover, we have already noted a 
similar confusion on the part of our author in a case where 
there can be no question about the total- number of votes 
(v. 6,3). Further uncertainty is found in the statement that 
Coriolanus would have been acquitted “if two more votes 
had come to him,” a point twice emphasized in the next book 
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(viii. 6, 3; 24, 3), where he says that he was ‘‘ convieted by 
only two votes.’’ Does he mean that there was a majority 
of two, or rather of four votes for eonviction? ‘The latter 
would seem to be the more logical interpretation, sinee any 
additional votes for the defendant would mean so many 
fewer against him. But Mommscn, l.c., held that Dionysius 
was not coneerned about where the votes would come from, 
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LXV. This was the first summoning of a patrician 
before the tribunal of the plebeians; and from this 
time it became customary for those who afterwards 
assumed the patronship of the people! to summon 
to stand trial before the people any of the citizens 
they thought fit. From this beginning the people 
rose to great power, while the aristocracy lost much 
of its ancient dignity by admitting the plebeians into 
the senate and allowing them to stand as candidates 
for magistracies, by not opposing their presiding over 
sacrifices, and by sharing with all the citizens the 
other privileges that were most highly prized and 
had been the special prerogatives of the patricians, 
some of which concessions they made because of 
necessity and against their will, and others through 
foresight and wisdom; but of these matters I shall 
speak at the proper time. However, this custom of 
summoning the men of power at Rome toa trial where 
the populace were always in control, would afford rich 
material for comment to those who are disposed either 
to commend or to blame it. For many good and 
worthy men have already been treated in a manner 
unworthy of their merits and have been put to a 
shameful and miserable death at the instigation of 
the tribunes, while many men of arrogant and 
tyrannical dispositions, being compelled to give an 


but meant merely that there were two more votes for con- 
viction than for acquittal. Apparently this was the view 
of Plutarch also. In his Coriolanus, a work based largely if 
not entirely upon Dionysius, he contents himself with the 
brief statement (20, 4): ‘“‘ the tribes convicting him were 
three.” He evidently accepted the numbers 21 and 9, and 
getting 12 votes for conviction, silently corrected the faulty 
arithmetic of his source. 
1 The tribuneship. 
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accounting of their lives and conduct, have suffered 
the punishment they deserved. Whenever these 
verdicts were rendered with the best motives and 
the pride of the mighty was justly humbled, this 
institution appeared a great and admirable thing, 
and met with general praise, but when a virtuous and 
able statesman incurred hatred and was unjustly 
done away with, the rest of the world was shocked 
at the institution and the authors of it were con- 
demned. The Romans have often deliberated whether 
they should repeal this institution or preserve it as 
they received it from their ancestors, but have never 
come to any final decision. If I] am to express an 
opinion myself concerning matters of so great 
moment, I believe that the institution, considered 
by itself, is advantageous, and absolutely necessary 
to the Roman commonwealth, but that it becomes 
better or worse according to the character of the 
tribunes. For when this power falls into the hands 
of just and prudent men, who prefer the interest of 
the public to their own, the punishing as he deserves 
of one who has injured his country strikes terror into 
the minds of all who are prepared to commit similar 
offences, while the good man who enters public life 
with the best intentions neither incurs the disgrace 
of being brought to trial nor is accused of wrong- 
doing inconsistent with his habits. But when 
wicked, intemperate and avaricious men gain so 
great power, the contrary of all this happens. Hence, 
instead of reforming the institution as faulty, they 
ought to consider by what means good and worthy 
men may become protectors of the people, and 








2 Kiessling: aporay O. 
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positions of the greatest importance may not be 
conferred at random on the first who chance to 
turn up. 

LXVI. Such were the causes and such was the 
outcome of the first sedition that arose among the 
Romans after the expulsion of the kings. I have 
related these at length, to the end that no one may 
wonder how the patricians ever consented to entrust 
the populace with so great power, when there had 
been no slaying or banishing of the best citizens, as 
has happened in many other states. For everyone, 
upon hearing of extraordinary events, desires to 
know the cause that produced them and considers 
that alone as the test of their credibility. I reflected, 
accordingly, that my account of this affair would gain 
little or no credit if I contented myself with saying 
that the patricians resigned their power to the 
plebeians and that, though they might have con- 
tinued to live under an aristocracy, they put the 
populace in control of the most important matters, and 
if I left out the motives for their making these con- 
eessions; and for this reason J have related them all. 
And since they did not make this change in their 
government by using compulsion upon one another 
and the force of arms, but by the persuasion of words, 
I thought it necessary above all things to report the 
speeches which the heads of both parties made upon 
that occasion. I might express my surprise that 
some historians, though they think themselves 
obliged to give an exact account of military actions 
and sometimes expend a great many words over a 
single battle, describing the terrains, the peculiarities 
of armament, the ways the lines were drawn 
up, the exhortations of the generals, and every 
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1 (owv xal dixaiwy Kiessling: towv dixaiwy O (but three 
letters erased in B after Sixaiwy), dtxaiwy Kayser. 





1 The factional strife at Corcyra to which Dionysius refers 
was that of the years 427-25, so graphically deseribed by 
Thucydides (iii. 70-85, iv. 46 f.). At Argos the democrats 
took dire vengeance upon the oligarchs in 370, slaying as 
many as 1200 or 1500 (Diodorus, xv. 58). The carly struggles 
between the wealthy and the poor at Miletus, in the days 
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other circumstance that contributed to the victory 
of one side or the other, yet when they come to 
give an account of civil commotions and seditions, 
do not consider it necessary to report the speeches 
by which the extraordinary and remarkable events 
were brought to pass. For if there is anything about 
the Roman commonwealth that is worthy of great 
praise and deserving of imitation by all mankind, 
or, rather, anything that surpasses in its lustre all 
the many things which deserve our admiration, it 
is in my opinion this fact—that neither the plebeians 
in contempt of the patricians took up arms against 
them, and after murdering many of the best men, 
seized all their fortunes, nor, on the other hand, the 
men in positions of dignity either by themselves alone 
or with the aid of foreign troops destroyed all the 
plebeians and after that lived in the city free from 
fear, but conferring together about what was fair 
and just, like brothers with brothers or children 
with their parents in a well-governed family, they 
settled their controversies by persuasion and reason 
and never allowed themselves to commit any ir- 
reparable or wicked deeds against one another, such 
as the Corcyraeans committed at the time of their 
sedition, and also the Argives, the Milesians, and all 
Sicily, as well as many other states.! For these reasons, 
therefore, I have chosen to make my narration 
accurate rather than brief; but let everyone judge 
of the matter as he thinks fit. 


when that city was at the height of its power, were character- 
ized by revolting excesses, some of which are related by 
Athenaeus (xii. p. 524); and Herodotus (v. 28) speaks of a 
civil war there that continued for two generations. In the 
case of the Sicilian cities it is not easy to point so confidently 
to the specific events that Dionysius had in mind. 
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1 oldpevos B: voploas R. 
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LXVII. On the occasion in question, then, when the 
trial had resulted as I have related, the populace when 
dismissed had acquired a spirit of frantic jubilation 
and thought they had destroyed the aristocracy , where- 
as the patricians were cast down and dejected, and 
blamed Valerius, by whose persuasion they had been 
induced to entrust the trial to the populace; and there 
were lamentations and tears on the part of those who 
pitied Marcius and escorted him to his home. But 
Marcius himself was not seen either to bewail or to 
lament his own fate or to say or do the least thing 
unworthy of his greatness of soul; and he showed 
still greater nobility and resolution when he reached 
home and saw his wife and mother rending their robes, 
beating their breasts, and uttering the lamenta- 
tions natural in such calamities to women who are 
being separated from their dearest relations by 
death or banishment. For he was not moved at all 
by the tears and lamentations of the women, but 
merely saluted them and exhorted them to bear their 
misfortunes with firmness; then, recommending his 
sons to them (the elder son was ten years old and the 
younger still a child in arms) and without showing 
any other mark of tenderness or making provision 
for what would be needed in his banishment, he 
departed in haste to the gates of the city, informing 
no one to what place he proposed to retire. 

LXVIII. A few days after this the time came for 
the election of magistrates, and Quintus Sulpicius 





2 ryv added by Kiessling. 

3 Reiske: wapaGéyervos AB. 

4 ode Siocxnoduevos added by Sintenis, odre AaBav Sylburg, 
ovre KaracKevacapevos Jacoby (in note). 

5 dot C, by correction: ozov AB, and C (at first). 
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1 Lépy.os is an error for Uadpios, as the name appears else- 
where in the Antiquities. Yor the corrupt form PAavios see 
on vi. 69, 3. 

2 at Sintenis: 7 O. 

3 Kiessling: Aarivos 0; but 4 lines below Aarive in B is a 


correction from Aarine. 
‘ ris... mous Hertlein: rH . . . zopmq O. 
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Camerinus and Spurius Larcius Flavus were chosen 
consuls by the people, the latter for the second time. 
Sundry disturbances fell upon the commonwealth as 
the result of prodigies, and these were many; for 
unusual sights appeared to many, and yoices too 
were heard, though no one uttered them; births of 
children and cattle, so very abnormal as to approach 
the incredible and the monstrous, were reported ; 
oracles were uttered in many places; and women 
possessed with a divine frenzy foretold lamentable 
and dreadful misfortunes to the commonwealth. A 
kind of pestilence also visited the population and 
destroyed great numbers of cattle; However; not 
many persons died of it, the mischief going no farther 
than sickness. Some thought that these things had 
occurred by the will of Heaven, which was angry with 
them for having banished from the country the most 
deserving of all their citizens, while others held that 
nothing that took place was the work of Heaven, but 
that both these and all other human events were due 
to chance. Afterwards,? a certain man named Titus 
Latinius, being ill, was brought to the senate-chamber 
in a litter; he was a man advanced in years and 
possessed of a competent fortune, a farmer who did 
his own work and passed the greater part of his life 
in the country. This man, having been carried into 
the senate, said that Jupiter Capitolinus had, as he 
thought, appeared to him in a dream and said to him: 
“Go, Latinius, and tell your fellow-citizens that in 
the recent procession® they did not give me an 

1 His first consulship had been 16 years earlier (see v. 36). 
are MSS. give the name here incorrectly as Sergius Larcius 

avius. 


2 For chap. 68, 3-69 and 73, 5 ef. Livy ii. 36. 
3 See chap. 69, 1 and note. 
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1 Jacoby: épy O. 
2 éyev after acoxdvns deleted by Reiske. 
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acceptable leader of the dance, in order that they 
may renew the rites and perform them over again; 
for I have not accepted these.” He added that after 
awaking he had disregarded the vision, looking upon 
it as one of the deceitful dreams that are so common. 
Later, he said, the same vision of the god, appearing 
to him again in his sleep, was angry and displeased 
with him for not having reported to the senate the 
orders he had received, and threatened him that, if 
he did not do so promptly, he should learn by the 
experience of some great calamity not to neglect 
supernatural injunctions. After seeing this second 
dream also he had formed the same opinion of it, and 
at the same time had felt ashamed, being a farmer 
who did his own work and old, to report to the senate 
dreams full of foreboding and terrors, for fear of 
being laughed at. But a few days later, he said, his 
son, who was young and handsome, had been sud- 
denly snatched away by death without any sickness 
or any other obvious cause. And once more the 
vision of the god had appeared to him in his sleep and 
declared that he had already been punished in part 
for his contempt and neglect of the god’s words by 
the loss of his son, and should soon suffer the rest of 
his punishment. When he heard this, he said, he had 
received the threats with pleasure, in the hope that 
death would come to him, weary of life as he was; 
but the god did not inflict this punishment upon him, 
but sent such intolerable and cruel pains into all his 
limbs that he could not move a joint without the 


3 dvra added by Reiske. 
4 Kiessling : cuvapzacbévra O. 
5 Sylburg: xataordcews O. 
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greatest effort. Then at last he had informed his 
friends of what had happened, and by their advice had 
now come to the senate. While he was giving this 
account his pains seemed to leave him by degrees; 
and after he had related everything, he rose from the 
litter, and having invoked the god, went home on 
foot through the city in perfect health. 

LXIX. Upon this the senators were filled with 
fear and everyone was speechless with astonishment, 
being at a loss to guess what the god’s message 
meant, and who was the leader of the dance in the 
procession who appeared unacceptable to him. At 
last one of them, reealling the incident, related it to 
the rest and all of them confirmed it by their testi- 
mony. It was this. A Roman citizen of no obscure 
station, having ordered one of his slaves to be put to 
death, delivered him to his fellow-slaves to be led 
away, and in order that his punishment might be 
witnessed by all, directed them to drag him through 
the Forum and every other conspicuous part of the 
city as they whipped him, and that he should go 
ahead of the procession which the Romans were at 
that time conducting in honour of the god.1_ The men 
ordered to lead the slave to his punishment, having 
stretched out both his arms and fastened them to a 
piece of wood which extended across his breast and 
shoulders as far as his wrists, followed him, tearing his 
naked body with whips. The culprit, overcome by 
such cruelty, not only uttered ill-omened cries, 
forced from him by the pain, but also made indecent 
movements under the blows. This man, accordingly, 


1 The procession was a part of the festival described in 


ch, 71 ff. Livy (ii. 36, 1) styles the festival ludi magni, a 
term he usually applies to votive games. 


350 


DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS 


évopucay elvat tov bd Tob Beoti pyvudpevov 
Spxnorny od Kaddv. 

EXX. *"Emet dé kara TOvTO yéyova Tijs toropias 
TO pLepos, ovK otopar delv Ta TeEpi THY opTay 
émurehoupeva, ba atrav rapeAbeiv, ody tva poe 
xapteatépa yevnrat mpootyiKas AaBotoa Jeatpucas 
Kat Adyous avOnporépous 7 7 Supynous, arn’ iva Tov 
dvayKatwy Tt TOTWONTAL Tmpayparwy, OT Ta 
ouvaxioavra €bvy ryv “Pwpaiwy mdédAw ‘EAAy- 
vurcd qv ex tev empaveotdrav atrovx.obevra, 
Tom, aN ody, worrep evict vopicovat, BdpBapa. 
Kal avéoria. Umeaxopny yap émt T@ réreu Ths 
mputns ypadis, qv mept Tot =yévouvs avTa&v 
ouvragdpevos efedwka, pupiows BeBaucdcew TeKpn- 
ptos Thy mpobeoww, en Kal vOpupa aut €mt- 
THSeUpara TaAad TapeXopevos avrav, é péxpe Tob 
Karr’ epe puddrrovar xpovov ola mra,pa T@V mpo- 
yovwy "eBebavro: obx myoupevos droxpiy Trois 
dvaypdpovor Tas dpxatas Kat TomKas toropias, 
ws Tapa TOV emxaptoy avTas _TapéhaBov dfvo- 
mioTws deAbetv, ddA, Kal HapTupudy otdpevos avrats 
Setv mov Kai SvoavriAdcrony, et HEéMovar 
moral davyceobar. év ais mpara Kal Kupuarara 
TOVvTWY elvan metBoprau 7a ywdopeva Kal! éxdorny 
mohw mept Gedy Kal Sauyeoveny marptous oeBao- 
pods. Tabra, yap emi pajKvoTov xpovov bua 
gudaxys exer ‘EAAds re Kat BapBapos xp, Kat 
obfev ag vot Kaworopelv els atta to Setparos 
Kparoupern paveyaroy Satproviwy. pddora dé 
rotro merovbacw ot BapBapou Sia moAXas airias, 





1 See i. 90, 2. 
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they all thought to be the unacceptable dancer 
signified by the god. 

LXX. Since J have come to this part of my history, 
I believe I ought not to omit mention of the rites 
performed by the Romans on the occasion of this 
festival. I do this, not in order to render my narra- 
tion more agreeable by dramatic embellishments and 
flowery descriptions, but to win credence for an 
essential matter of history, namely, that the peoples 
which joined in founding the city of Rome were Greek 
coloniessent out from the most famous places, and not, 
as some believe, barbarians and vagabonds. For | 
promised at the end of the first Book, which I composed 
and published concerning their origin,! that I would 
demonstrate this thesis by countless proofs, by citing 
time-honoured customs, laws and institutions which 
they preserve down to my time just as they received 
them from their ancestors. For I believe that it is 
not enough that those who write the early histories 
of particular lands should relate them in a trust- 
worthy manner as they have received them from the 
inhabitants of the country, but that these accounts 
require also for their support numerous and indispu- 
table testimonies, if they are to appear credible. 
Among such testimonies I am convinced that the first 
and themostvalid of all are the ceremonies connnected 
with the established worship of the gods and other 
divinities which are performed in the various states. 
These both the Greeks and barbarian world have pre- 
served for the greatest length of time and have never 
thought fit to make any innovation in them, being 
restrained from doing so by their fear of the divine 
anger. This has been the experience of the bar- 
barians in particular, for many reasons which this is 
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1 rorpaa Reiske: mpdra O. 2 év Kiessling: émi O. 

® brodaBety after emrndevudrwv deleted by Kiessling ; 


Sintenis would read dzodafeiv. 
“ etre before xar’ deleted by Portus. 
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not the proper occasion for mentioning ; and no lapse 
of time has thus far induced either the Egyptians, 
the Libyans, the Gauls, the Scythians, the Indians, 
or any other barbarian nation whatever to forget or 
transgress anything relating to the rites of their gods, 
unless some of them have been subdued by a foreign 
power and compelled to exchange their own insti- 
tutions for those of their conquerors. Now it has 
not been the fate of the Roman commonwealth ever 
to experience such a misfortune, but she herself 
always gives laws to others. If, therefore, the 
Romans had been originally barbarians, they would 
have been so far from forgetting their ancestral rites 
and the established customs of their country, by 
which they had attained to so great prosperity, that 
they would even have made it to the interest of all 
their subjects as well to honour the gods according to 
the customary Roman ceremonies ; and nothing could 
have hindered the whole Greek world, which is now 
subject to the Romans for already the seventh genera- 
tion,! from being barbarized if the Romans had in- 
deed been barbarians. 

LXXI. Anyone else might have assumed that the 
ceremonies now practised in the city were enough 
even by themselves to afford no slight indication of 
the ancient observances. But for my part, lest any- 
one should hold this to be weak evidence, according to 
thatimprobable assumption that after the Romans had 
conquered the whole Greek world they would gladly 
have scorned their own customs and adopted the 
better ones in their stead, I shall adduce my evidence 
from the time when they did not as yet possess the 
supremacy over Greece or dominion over any other 


1 Cf. i. 3, 5 and note; also the note on iii. 69, 6. 
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eis THY eopryv. ev dé Tais lepais ypepars Tav- 
rais 70AAG prev Kal dAAa eyivero vopots “HAAn- 
wKols Kata Te Tavnyuptopiods Kal Eévwy dmodoyas 
Kal éxeyeipias, & Todd dv epyov® etn Adyew, Ta 
dé mepi Topmyiv te Kal Ovolav Kal Ta KaTa TOUS 
dy@vas—anoypn yap ék TovTwy Kal Ta p27 
AexOévra eeralew—roidde 

LXXI1. IIpiv dpgacbar Tov dycoveov, Toparny 
éoteAAov Tots feots ot rh peylorny éxyovres 
efoviay,* amo ToD KamtrwAtov Te kal Ou ayopas 
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a dviip Kiessling : 6 avnp A, avnp B. 
2 toor’ O(?): tabr’ Jacoby. 
8 av épyov B: épyov av R. 
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country beyond the sea; and I shall cite Quintus 
Fabius as my authority, without requiring any further 
confirmation. For he is the most ancient of all the 
Roman historians and offers proof of what he asserts, 
not only from the information of others, but also from 
his own knowledge. 

This festival, therefore, the Roman senate ordered 
to be celebrated, as I said before,! pursuant to the vow 
made by the dictator Aulus Postumius when he was 
upon the point of giving battle to the Latins, who had 
revolted from the Romans and were endeavouring to 
restore Tarquinius to power; and they ordered five 
hundred minae of silver to be expended every year 
upon the sacrifices and the games, a sum the Romans 
laid out on the festival till the time of the Punic War. 
During these holidays not only were many other 
observances carried out according to the customs of 
the Greeks, in connection with the general assemblies, 
the reception of strangers, and the cessation of 
hostilities, which it would be a big task to describe, 
but also those relating to the procession, the sacrifice, 
and the games—these are sufficient to give an idea of 
those I do not mention—which were as follows: 

LXXII. Before beginning the games the principal 
magistrates conducted a procession in honour of the 
gods from the Capitol through the Forum to the 
Circus Maximus. ‘Those who led the procession were, 
first, the Romans’ sons who were nearing manhood 
and were of an age to bear a part in this ceremony, 
who rode on horseback if their fathers were entitled 


1 Cf. vi. 17,2; 94,3; but nothing is said in those passages 
about future celebrations of a festival. 





4 efovciay O: otciav Mommsen. 
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7) 4 
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triact Spapwy emi tis mevrexadeKatns dAvpmiados 
"Anavbos 6 Aakedauovios qv. Ta S€ apo ToUTwWY 
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dratos dv, Cwvvypevovs Tods Apwas mov. 
ue ~ ” A >) ra é . A ~ 
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Il ¢ y\ ~ # 3 f é 
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Te b€ Cwoapevw Byrny és péooov ayava. 
1 ra and ras added by Jacoby (cf. ch. 73, 1); Kiessling 
preferred to delete robs before alevxrous immous. 
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by their fortunes to be knights, while the others, who 
were destined to serve in the infantry, went on foot, 
the former in squadrons and troops, and the latter in 
divisions and companies, as if they were going to 
school; this was done in order that strangers might 
see the number and beauty of the youths of the 
commonwealth who were approaching manhood. 
These were followed by charioteers, some of whom 
drove four horses abreast, some two, and others rode 
unyoked horses. After them came the contestants 
in both the light and the heavy games, their whole 
bodies naked except their loins. This custom con- 
tinued even to my time at Rome, as it was originally 
practised by the Greeks; but it is now abolished in 
Greece, the Lacedaemonians having put an end to it. 
The first man who undertook to strip and ran naked at 
the Olympics, at the fifteenth Olympiad, was Acanthus 
the Lacedaemonian. Before that time, it seems, all 
the Greeks had been ashamed to appear entirely 
naked in the games, as Homer, the most credible 
and the most ancient of all witnesses, shows when he 
represents the heroes as girding up their loins. At 
any rate, when he is describing the wrestling-match 
of Aias and Odysseus! at the funeral of Patroclus, 
he says: 


And then the twain with loins well girt stepped 
forth 
Into the lists.” 


1 But the verse Dionysius cites is Iliad xxiii. 685, from the 
account of the boxing-match between Epeus and Euryalus. 
In introducing the wrestling-match between Aias and Odysseus 
the poet begins the verse (710) a little differently: Cwoapévw 
& dpa 7 ye Barnv. The historian was probably quoting here 
from memory. 

2 Il. xxiii. 685. 
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~ 5, ~ 
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Tolade TOS eEcW: 
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a WP 9 OF ww 4 ~ > - la 
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mpoopabdrres ap’ Hudv votepov, adr’ ovde 
perabéuevor odv ypdvw Kabanep pets. 
"Heodovfour S€ toils dywriorais dpynora@v xo- 
pot moAdoi tpiyf veveunévor, mpa@Tot pev av- 
dpdv, Sevrepor 8 dyeveiwy, reAevTaior 5é€ maldwv, 
ols mapynKoAovfovy abAntai Te dpyaixots éeuduadv- 
res avAlckois Bpayéaw, ws Kai eis TOdE xXpovoU 
yiverar, kal KiPapioral Adpas éextaydpdous eAehav- 
tivas Kal 7a KaAdodpeva BdpBira KpéKovtes. av 
mapa, ev “EAAnow éxAédourev 7 xpos en” epnob 
matpios otca: mapa Sé ‘“Pwpaiow ev dmacais 
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1 The MSS. of Homer read Sproripes. 


® S:apvAdrrovres Sintenis: of duAdrzovres O, Jacoby, puddr- 
tovres Sylburg. 
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And he makes this still plainer in the Odyssey upon 
the occasion of the boxing-match between Irus and 
Odysseus, in these verses: 


He spake, and ail approved; Odysseus then 

His rags girt round his loins, and showed his thighs 
So fair and stout; broad shoulders too and chest 
And brawny arms there stood revealed.t 


And when he introduces the beggar as no longer 
willing to engage but declining the combat through 
fear, he says: 


They spake, and Irus’ heart was sorely stirred ; 
Yct even so the suitors ? girt his loins 
By force and led him forward. 


Thus it is plain that the Romans, who preserve 
this ancient Greek custom to this day, did not learn 
it from us afterwards nor even change it in the course 
of time, as we have done. 

The contestants were followed by numerous bands 
of dancers arranged in three divisions, the first 
consisting of men, the second of youths, and the third 
of boys. These were accompanied by flute-players, 
who used ancient flutes that were small and short, 
as is done even to this day, and by lyre-players, 
who plucked ivory lyres of seven strings and the 
instruments called barbita.1. The use of these had 
ceased in my time among the Greeks, though 
traditional with them, but is preserved by the 
Romans in all their ancient sacrificial ceremonies. 


1 Od. xviii. 66-69. 

2 A mistake for ‘‘ servants ”; see critical note. 

3 Od. xviii. 74 f. 

4 The barbiton was a stringed instrument much like the lyre. 
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¢now “Hdaorov. trodéuevos yap ev atrq Sto 
modes THY ev elpyvn Koopoupevynv, ryv fe 
Trodgum KakotaQodoav, ev H rHy dyeivw xab- 
tornat® rdynv <opras mov Kai ydyous Kat 
Gadias damep eikds Kai tadra A€yer: 

Kodpo: 8” dpynoripes eSiveov: év 8° dpa rotow 

> A é / A we ¢ A ~ 

Addoi ddppuyyés te Boy exov ai S€ yuvaixes 

‘Tordpevar Oatpalor emi mpobdpovow éxdorn. 

1 Reiske: zepinprnpéva O. 2 Sylburg: ywpiov AB. 

> Sylburg: dvedidou O. 4 Steph. : mpoxeAevopaow AB. 

5 cvpJOuw Kiessling : ev sv0pd B, pv0ua Aa, re pul Ab. 

6 Sylburg: xafiorn AB. 
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The dancers were dressed in scarlet tunics girded 
with bronze cinctures, wore swords suspended at 
their sides, and carried spears of shorter than average 
length; the men also had bronze helmets adorned 
with conspicuous crests and plumes. Each group 
was led by one man who gave the figures of the dance 
to the rest, taking the lead in representing their 
warlike and rapid movements, usually in the pro- 
celeusmatic rhythms.! This also was in fact a very 
ancient Greek institution—I mean the armed dance 
called the Pyrrhic—whether it was Athena who 
first began to lead bands of dancers and to dance in 
arms over the destruction of the Titans in order to 
celebrate the victory by this manifestation of her joy, 
or whether it was the Curetes who introduced it 
still earlier when, acting as nurses to Zeus, they 
strove to amuse him by the clashing of arms and the 
rhythmic movements of their limbs, as the legend 
has it. The antiquity of this dance also, as one native 
to the Greeks, is made clear by Homer, not only in 
many other places, but particularly in describing the 
fashioning of the shield which he says Hephaestus 
presented to Achilles. For, having represented 
on it two cities, one blessed with peace, the other 
suffering from war, in the one on which he bestows the 
happier fate, describing festivals, marriages, and 
merriment, as one would naturally expect, he says 
among other things: 


Youths whirled around in joyous dance, with sound 
Of flute and harp; and, standing at their doors, 
Admiring women on the pageant gazed.? 

1 The proceleusmatic was a foot of four short syllables. 


2 Tl, xviii. 494-96. The translation here given is that of 
the Earl of Derby. 
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1 év added by Reiske. 
2 The MSS. of Homer read Exovres. 
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And again, in describing another Cretan band of 
dancers, consisting of youths and maidens, with 
which the shield was adorned, he speaks in this 
manner: 


And on it, too, the famous craftsman wrought, 
With cunning workmanship, a dancing-floor, 
Like that which Daedalus in Cnossus wide 

For fair-haired Ariadné shaped. And there 
Bright youths and many-suitored maidens danced 
While laying each on other’s wrists their hands.t 


And in describing the dress of these dancers, in order 
to show us that the males danced in arms, he says: 


The maidens garlands wore, the striplings swords 
Of gold, which proudly hung from silver belts.? 


And when he introduces the leaders of the dance 
who gave the rhythm to the rest and began it, he 
writes : 


And great the throng which stood about the dance, 
Enjoying it; and tumblers twain did whirl 
Amid the throng as prelude to the song.’ 


But it is not alone from the warlike and serious 
dance of these bands which the Romans employed 
in their sacrificial ceremonies and processions that 
one may observe their kinship to the Greeks, but also 
from that which is of a mocking and ribald nature. 
For after the armed dancers others marched in 
procession impersonating satyrs and portraying the 


1 Jl. xviii, 590-4. The translation follows in part that of 
the Earl of Derby. 
2 Tl. xviii. 597 £. 3 Tl. xviii. 603-5. 


3 Sylburg: dywy AB. 
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1 Guérpors Post: dua tots O, dua Hudson, Jacoby. 


2 rapopxoupeévars O: tapoxoupevors Sylburg, Jacoby. 
* Salmasius: carupioras O. 





} This was a Phrygian dance used in the worship of Sabazius 
(Dionysus). It was the name given to the dance of the 
chorus in the satyric drama. 
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Greek dance called sicinnis.1 Those who represented 
Sileni were dressed in shaggy tunics, called by some 
chortaioz,* and in mantles of flowers of every sort; 
and those who represented satyrs wore girdles and 
goatskins, and on their heads manes that stood 
upright, with other things of like nature. These 
mocked and mimicked the serious movements of the 
others, turning them into laughter-provoking per- 
formances. The triumphal entrances also show that 
raillery and fun-making in the manner of satyrs 
were an ancient practice native to the Romans; 
for the soldiers who take part in the triumphs are 
allowed to satirise and ridicule the most distinguished 
men, including even the generals, in the same 
manner as those who ride in procession in carts at 
Athens ;3 the soldiers once jested in prose as they 
clowned, but now they sing improvised verses.4 
And even at the funerals of illustrious persons I have 
seen, along with the other participants, bands of 
dancers impersonating satyrs who preceded the bier 
and imitated in their motions the dance called 
sicinnis, and particularly at the funerals of the rich. 
This jesting and dancing in the manner of satyrs, 
then, was not the invention either of the Ligurians, 
of the Umbrians, or of any other barbarians who 
dwelt in Italy, but of the Greeks; but I fear I 
should prove tiresome to some of my readers if I 
endeavoured to confirm by more arguments a thing 
that is generally conceded. 

2 xopratos was originally an adjective, meaning “of or for 
a farmyard.” 

3 This seems to have been a regular part of the celebration of 
the Lenaea, the mid-winter festival held in honour of Dionysus. 


4 Famous are the ribald verges sung by the soldiers on the 
occasion of Caesar’s Gallic triumph; see Suetonius, Jul. 49, 51. 
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Anrods _ Kai Morpév Kat Mynpoovvas at rev 
aAAwY dmrdvrey Gowy éoriv tepa aul TEwevy map’ 
“EdMyst: Kal t&v dorepov, ad’ ob 1 ry apynv 
Zoic mapéAaBe, pufodAoyoupévwv yeveobar, Tlepoe- 
dovns EiheButas Nupddv Movady ‘Opav Xapirwv 
Atovicou, Kat downy Aulewy “vevopeevenv ai spuxat 
ta Ovnra drrodurodoat odpara ets ovpavov 
aveAbetv Aeyovrat, kal Tysas Aaxyetv opotas ie 
‘“Hpaxdrgovs ’AoKAnmod  Avwooxotpey “EAevn 
Tlaves dAAwv Huptoy. Katou et BapBapor 7 fay ot 
Tv ‘Pdpny otkicavres kat ray éopriy ravrHy 


1 ag’ od R: ag’ dy AB. 
2 édévns O: LecAnvod Kiessling, VedArjvns Jacoby. 





1 We now return to the account of the Roman festival. 
372 


BOOK VII. 72, 13-14 


After these bands of dancers! came a throng of 
lyre-players and many flute-players, and after them 
the persons who carried the censers in which perfumes 
and frankincense were burned along the whole route 
of the procession, and also the men who bore the show- 
vessels made of silver and gold, both those that were 
sacred to the gods and those that belonged to the 
state. Last of all in the procession came the images 
of the gods, borne on men’s shoulders, showing 
the same likenesses as those made by the Greeks 
and having the same dress, the same symbols, and 
the same gifts which tradition says each of them 
invented and bestowed on mankind. These were 
the statues not only of Jupiter, Juno, Minerva, 
Neptune, and of the rest whom the Greeks reckon 
among the twelve gods, but also of those still more 
ancient from whom legend says the twelve were 
sprung, namely, Saturn, Ops, Themis, Latona, 
the Pareae, Mnemosyné, and all the rest to whom 
temples and holy places are dedicated among the 
Greeks; and also of those whom legend represents 
as living later, after Jupiter took over the sovereignty, 
such as.Proserpina, Lucina, the Nymphs, the Muses, 
the Seasons, the Graces, Liber, and the demigods 
whose souls after they had left their mortal bodies 
are said to have ascended to Heaven and to have 
obtained the same honours as the gods, such as 
Hercules, Aesculapius, Castor and Pollux, Helen,? 
Pan, and countless others. Yet if those who founded 
Rome and instituted this festival were barbarians, 


2 The name of Helen has been suspected here, though it 
is certain that she received divine honours in various parts 
of the Greek world. Neither Kiessling’s Silenus nor Jacoby’s 
Seléné is any more satisfactory. 
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KaTaoTnGdpevot, TL mpoohKey avtois Tovs pev 
‘EAAnvixods dravras o¢Bew Peovs te Kat Saipovas, 
tay Sé matpiwy vaepopav;  del€dtrw ris iv 
gw rod ‘EAnuixod pidov erepov @ maTpid eoTt 
Tatra Ta lepd, Kal Tore SuaBadderw TavTHV THY 
dmodeEw ws od~x vyth. 

LuvredAecbetons Sé THs aToumhs eBovlrovv 
edOds of Te Urator Kal T&Y tepéwr ols dovov, Kat 
6 Tv OuntoAdy tpdzo0s 6 abros Hv TH Tap’ Hutv. 
xeprupdpevol re yap avrol Kal ra tepa Kalapa@ 
meptayvicaytes oat. Kal Anpntptovs 1 Kapmods 
emuppavavres avta@y tals kedadats, érevra KaTeved- 
prevor, Ovew tore Tots danpérats avTa éKéAevov. 
Tav 8 ot pev éatatos é7t Too Oupatos oxuradAn 
Tous Kpotddous ématov, of 5€ mimrovtos vmeribe- 
cav tas odayidas, Kal peta todro deiparrés Te 
Kal pedtcavtes amapxas eAdpBavov e€ éxdorov 
omAdyxvov Kai mavrds adAou pédous, as aAditots 
Céas dvadevoavres mpocépepov trois Qvovow emt 
Kkav@v- of 8 emt tovs Bwpovs emibevtes® bg- 
fnrov Kai mpocéorevdov olvov Kata Ta&v ayito- 
pévwv. Exaotov 8 dTt Kata vopous eytvero TOUS 
audi Buoiay bf’ ‘EAjvwv xaracrabevras ex THs 
‘Opjpov moujcews yrdvar pddiv. Kai yap 
XEpviTrropevous eiodyer tods Apwas Kal ovdAats 
xpwpevous ev ols dyor: 

Xepvixpavro 8 éretta Kal oddAoyvras avédovto. 


1 Meineke: Sapnzpos O. 
2 Kiessling: émriBévres O. 
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how could they properly worship all the gods and 
other divinities of the Greeks and scorn their own 
ancestral gods? Or let someone show us any other 
people besides the Greeks among whom these rites 
are traditional, and then let him censure this demon- 
stration as unsound. 

After the procession was ended the consuls and the 
priests whose function it was presently sacrificed 
oxen; and the manner of performing the sacrifices 
was the same as with us. For after washing their 
hands they purified the victims with clear water and 
sprinkled corn! on their heads, after which they 
prayed and then gave orders to their assistants to 
sacrifice them. Some of these assistants, while the 
victim was still standing, struck it on the temple 
with a club, and others received it upon the sacrificial 
knives as it fell. After this they flayed it and cut it 
up, taking off a piece from each of the inwards and 
also from every limb as a first-offering, which they 
sprinkled with grits of spelt and carried in baskets to 
the officiating priests. These placed them on the 
altars, and making a fire under them, poured wine 
over them while they were burning. It is easy to 
see from Homer’s poems that every one of these 
ceremonies was performed according to the customs 
established by the Greeks with reference to sacrifices. 
For he introduces the heroes washing their hands 
and using barley grits, where he says: 


Then washed their hands and took up barley- 


grains.? 


1 Literally, “the fruits of Demeter.’ The reference is to 
the mola salsa, grits of spelt mixed with salt, or sometimes a 
salt cake, 

2 Il, i, 449, 
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TptyoTopouvrTds Te amo THs Kehadns Tas tpixas 
kat Tibevras emt 7d Tp Woe ypadwr- 


"AM 6 y’ amapxopevos Kedadqs tpixas év zrupl 
Bare. 
oxuTdAats te Talovras Ta pérwra Tay tepeiwv 
Kai Ta TeadvTa Ovovras, ws emt THS Edpatov moet 
Bucias- 


Koye 5’ dzrapydpevos | oily Spuds, Hv Aime Ketwv- 

Tov & edume uy tol 8 eodagdy te Kal edaav. 
dmapyds te amo tOv omAdyyvwy Kal amo TOV 
GdAwv AapBdvovras peA@v, Kal ta’ras aAdirois 
devovras Kai KaBayilovras emt tav Bwyadv, ws 
emt Tis abtis moet Ovotas: 

6 0 wpobereiro avBaérns, 
IIdvrofev adpyopevos peAéwy és miova. Snuov- 
Kai ra pév mupi Bade maddvas aAdpitov axrij. 


Tatra dé “Pwpaious éru kal eis eué mparrovras 
emt rats Auatats idwv éemiorapat: Kal ped mores 
THe apKovpevos o8 BapBapous emeioPnv elvat 
tovds olkiotas THS “Pans, GAN’ ex ToAA@Y TOm@V 
avveAn\uloras “EMgvas. ddtya pev yep. ém- 
Tndevpara mept Buctas te Kai éopras dpoiws 
“EAMy ou Kal BapBdpous twas? émurerciv évdexe- 
Tal, mavTa dé TavTa ® mpatTew amifavov. 


1 The MSS. of Homer read dvacydopevos. 
* BapBapous twas Sylburg: BapBapous Kat rivas O, BapBapous 
Kal 7Aavnras Kiessling. 
3 Reiske: raira O. 





1 Od. xiv, 422. 
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And also cutting off the hair from the head of the 
victim and placing it on the fire, writing thus: 


And he, the rite beginning, cast some hairs, 
Plucked from the victim’s head, upon the fire. 


He also represents them as striking the foreheads 
of the victims with clubs and stabbing them when 
they had fallen, as at the sacrifice of Eumaeus : 


Beginning then the rite,? with limb of oak— 

One he had left when cleaving wood—he smote 
The boar, which straightway yielded up his life ; 
And next his throat they cut and singed his hide.? 


And also as taking the first offerings from the 
inwards and from the limbs as well and sprinkling 
them with barley-meal and burning them upon the 
altars, as at that same sacrifice: 


‘Then made the swineherd slices of raw meat, 
Beginning with a cut from every limb, 

And wrapping them in rich fat, cast them all 
Upon the fire, first sprinkling barley-meal.4 


These rites I am acquainted with from having seen 
the Romans perform them at their sacrifices even in 
my time ; and contented with this single proof, I have 
become convinced that the founders of Rome were 
not barbarians, but Greeks who had come together 
out of many places. It is possible, indeed, that some 
barbarians also may observe a few customs relating 
to sacrifices and festivals in the same manner as 
the Greeks, but that they should do everything in 
the same way is hard to believe. 


2 Our MSS. of Homer have dvacxdpevos (“lifting up”’) 
instead of dmapxdpevos (“* beginning ”’). 
3 Od. xiv. 425 f. 4 Od. xiv. 427-9. 
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LXXIII. Aoumov 8° ein & pou Kal mept tay 
aywvev ods pera, THY mopmyy emetédovv Oriya 
dueAOetv. mparos o Tov teOpinmev Te Kal oup- 
wpidwy Kat Tov aledkruw inmwy éyivero dpopos, 
ws map’? “EAAno ro apyatov ’Odvymiact te Kai 
péxpe tod mapovtos. ev dé rais imm«ais apir- 
Aats éemrndevpata S00 Tay mdvy maddy ws €& 
dpxiis evopobery On pudarropeva imo ‘Pwpatwy 
Hexpe TOY Kat’ Ee Sedcerran 3 xpovenr, TO TE mrepi 
7a tTpinwra Tdav dpudroy, 6 Tap’ “EMqou pev 
exrchouTrev, dpxaiov ov’ émurypdevpa Kal ApwKor, 
@ Trove tovs “EAAnvas “Opnpos ev tats paxats 
Xpopevous: dvoi yap immous elevypevors, ov 
Tpomov _bevyvuran ovvenpis, Tpiros Tapetmero oet- 
patios im7os purijpe ouvexopievos, ov amo Tob 
Tapywupijobat Te Kal pa 2 ouveledx Oar Tapnopov 
éxadAouv ot madatol: eTEpov be map” odtyats (ere 
pudarropevov moAcow ‘EdAnvicw ev tepoupyiats 
Tiiy apxaixais, 6 Tay mapeuBeBnxeTwy Tots 
dppac. dpdpyos. stay yap TéAos at THY taméwv 
apirrAar AdBwouw,® dmomndavres ane THY apparwv 
ot mapoxovpevor Tois Hvidyous, obs of mounTal prev 
mapapatas, “A@nvaio. S€ Kadodow" dmoBaras, 
Tov otadiaiov audA@vrar Spduov adtol mpos 
aMijAovs. tercoPevtwy $€ Tay immKadv Spomwr 
of ois cavTdy ompacw dywrildopuevor tor 
ért Kiessling : éa7t O. 
ws zap’ Sylburg: dazep O. 

StdKerr ae O: dScareAc? Kiessling. 
év added by Kiessling. 
px added by Valesius. 


Cobet: AaBwvrar O. 
xadovow B: om. R. 
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LXXIII. It now remains for me to give a brief 
account of the games which the Romans performed 
after the procession. The first was a race of four- 
horse chariots, two-horse chariots, and of unyoked 
horses, as has been the custom among the Greeks, 
both anciently at the Olympics and down to the 
present. In the chariot races two very ancient 
customs continue to be observed by the Romans 
down to my time in the same manner as they were 
first instituted. The first relates to the chariots drawn 
by three horses, a custom now fallen into disuse 
among the Greeks, though it was an ancient institu- 
tion of heroic times which Homer represents the 
Greeks as using in battle. Tor running beside two 
horses yoked together in the same manner as in the 
case of a two-horse chariot was a third horse attached 
by a trace; this trace-horse the ancients called 
paréoros or ‘‘ outrunner,” because he was “ hitched 
beside’ and not yoked to the others. The other 
custom is the race run by those who have ridden in 
the chariots, a race which is still performed in a 
few Greek states upon the occasion of some ancient 
sacrifices. For after the chariot races are ended, 
those who have ridden with the charioteers, whom 
the poets call parabatat and the Athenians apobatai,* 
leap down from their chariots and run a race with 
one another the length of the stadium. And after 
the chariot races were over, those who contended 
in their own persons. entered the lists, that is, 


1 The word parabatés means, literally, ‘‘ one who goes (or 
rides) beside (another), apobaiés “one who dismounts.” 
The latter word, however, was commonly used in the sense 
of the Latin desultor, ‘‘ one who leaps off (from one horse to 
another).” 


379 


DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS 


elojeoav dpopeis te Kal mbKTae eat maAatoTat. 
Tpla. yap dOAnpara Tapa tots apxatos “EXAnjot 
Tabor’ WY, ws “Opmpos emt TH IlatpoxAov Shot 
Tap. ev dé Tois Ova peoou tOv dOAnpdreov 
xpovots “EAAnvikwratov Kal kpdrvarov dmrdvrey 
ebadv dmedeixvuvro, orepavedoeis Kat dvappicets 
TIOLOUJLEVOL TyLey als eripLewy rods éauTdv 
evepyéras, ws “AOnvnow év sats AtovuctaKais 
éyivero OQvaiats, Kat oxtAwy cow ek sroAduwv 
AdBotev emibetfers Tots vets Béav ouvedAnAvboaw. 
adda yap omép peev Touro ore pnéva sroun- 
cacbat Adyov dmartovons Tis dmobeoews KaAds 
elyev, otre _ banicvew mépa tod Séovros Tpporre. 
Katpos 8 émt tiv dmoderroperny Sujpynow émav- 
dyew. 

‘Os yap 81 Ta Tept TOV amaxGevra emt Tepeen= 
play bo Tod Seondrou kal mponynadsevov THS 
Topi enabev 7 Bovdy Tapa Tob TO mpayGev 
dvavewoasevov, TodTov roAaBotca bo Tod 
Geod AcyeoBae Tov od Kaddv éxapyov ? Trav dpyn- 
oT@v, womep epny, dvalyricaca TOV TO Depdarovre 
AwBnodpevov kal Enptav émBaroboa fs agios Av, 
érépav ey picaro 7® dee Tommy emireheaPivat 
kal dydvas ef apis. érépous amo dumAaciwv 
xpnparoov 7 mporepov éyévovro. 

at Ta pev emi rovtwy ouvredecbevTa Trav 
bndtwy Trowdde Hy. 

1 rydy als ériuwv Reiske: twas ofs éripwv O. 


2 éxapxov Jacoby: dmdpyovra O, dpxovra Kiessling, éx- 
dpxovta L. Dindorf. 
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runners, boxers, and wrestlers; for these three contests 
were in use among the ancient Greeks, as Homer 
shows in describing the funeral of Patroclus. And in 
the intervals between the contests they observed 
a custom which was typically Greek and the most 
commendable of all customs, that of awarding 
crowns and proclaiming the honours with which 
they rewarded their benefactors, just as was done at 
Athens during the festivals of Dionysus, and dis- 
playing to all who had assembled for the spectacle the 
spoils they had taken in war. But as regards these 
customs, just as it would not have been right to make 
no mention of them when the subject required it, 
so it would not be fitting to extend my account farther 
than is necessary. It is now time to return to the 
narrative which we interrupted. 

After the senate, then, had been informed, by the 
person who remembered the incident, of the cireum- 
stances relating to the slave who had been led to 
punishment by the order of his master and had gone 
ahead of the procession, they concluded that this 
slave was the unacceptable leader of the dancers 
mentioned by the god, as I have related. And 
inquiring after the master who had used his slave so 
cruelly, they imposed a suitable penalty upon him, 
and ordered another procession to be performed in 
honour of the god and other games to be exhibited 
at double the expense of the former. 

These were the events of this consulship. 


1 At the Greater Dionysia. 
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